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INTRODUCTION

| stood with contractor looking at the beautiful molding he had installed around the front of the new
addition he had added on to the front of our church sanctuary. My son Mark had drawn the plans
and explained them to Jim, just as he had done on a number of other projects. | was reminded of
how well they worked together when | thought of a house Jim had built from blueprints Mark had
redrawn for avery discriminate physician, and the cabinets they had collaborated on for alady who
hosted a very popular cooking show on awell known television station. On our church addition,
Mark had sought a certain look and the molding was an important part of it.

Mark explained to Jim that instead of one piece of molding he wanted three pieces of the samewide
molding joined to form one larger molding to compliment thelarge areait surrounded. Jim confided
to me, “Mark sees things | cannot see, and he cannot understand why | can’'t see them. But as |
begin the work, following his plans, it begin to come together and then | see what he has in mind.

God, the Master Designer, not only designed and created the universe, He also created mankind in
His Own image and provided him with a plan for afruitful and meaningful life. The Bibleisthat
blueprint for man’s life. In particular, the Mosaic Law sets down principles by which men and
women should live. In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus fine-tuned the Law, and in so doing He set
down the highest and most noble standard of ethicstheworld has ever known, superceding eventhe
Mosaic Law. Andif it superceded the Mosaic Law it superceded the Code of Hammurabi and all
other guides and principles ever set down asaguidefor individuals, societies, and cultures. By the
way, for those critics of the Bible, the Mosaic Law did not draw on the Code of Hammurabi as some
claim. Instead, the Code of Hammurabi drew on the principles Noah received from the Lord and
passed on to his sons, who in turn passed them on to their children, and they to their children. One
of those descendants of Noah decided to set down in acodified form that which he had been taught.
Sincethe Mosaic Law goes back to the original source, it easily supercedesall other codes of ethics
the ancient world knew. It replaced the “thus reasoneth the mind of man” with the “thus saith the
Word of God.”

The Mosaic Law is superior to any thing else the world had ever seen before the coming of Jesus
Christ. And then Jesus gave us the Sermon on the Mount, which sets before His followers the
highest standard man will ever know on earth. There has never been anything else with which to
compareit. It standsalone asthe supreme standard by which Christiansshould livetheir lives. Itis
Christ’s blueprint for living a life of purpose, a blueprint for building meaningful relationships,
written plans which will guide nations aswell asindividuals. The Sermon on the Mount sets forth
Gods plansfor developing theindividual believer from spiritual infancy to full maturity inthefaith.

It is the foundation upon which God builds character and integrity into His people - it not a
foundation upon which we build character or grow ourselvesto maturity. Y ou did not save yoursel f
and you cannot nurture and grow yourself into what God wants you to be. Justification comes by
grace, through faith, plusnothing - it istotally the work of God, realized when, through the ministry
of the Holy Spirit one goes to the Father through His only begotten Son (John 3:16).

The nurturing and developing process is called Sanctification, and the best definition | have ever
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found for Sanctification is that which is revealed in Romans 8:29-30:

For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the
image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these
whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He aso justified;
and these whom He justified, He also glorified.

Thus, it is God’'s expressed purpose for everyone who is justified (by grace through faith) “to
become conformed to the image of His Son” (sanctified by grace through faith), and all who are
justified are so securein Jesus Christ (Romans 8:33-39) that God can go on and pronounce them as
glorified.

God has given usablueprint for the Christian life. Thelost person cannot possible understand it or
appreciate it, though he may admire the basic principles and praise many of the concepts. Itisonly
when an individual is born from above and indwelt by the Holy Spirit that he can really begin to
understand the principles set down in the Sermon on the Mount. Peter admonishes usto“...growin
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). The more one grows
in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ the more he sees how the principles set forth in this
Scripture really work.

Today, two thousand years after the birth of Jesus Christ, Arabsinthe Middle East hate the Jews and
Jewshate Arabs. Therearethree“religions’ inthe Middle East, with Christianity making up asmall
percentage of the population. Only Christianity appreciates the Sermon on the Mount and the
principles set down there, and there will never be peace in the Middle East aslong as Muslims and
Israelis reject the teachings of Christ. Islam and Judaism know little or nothing about forgiving
one’'s enemies. They are not taught to love their enemies or pray for them, they are taught to kill
them - and eyefor an eye. The solution to the strife and bloodshed in Israel isfound in the Sermon
on the Mount. My old friend, evangelist Anis Shirosh, has testified that he blamed Jews for the
death of hisfather, and as a child his goal was to get big enough to start killing Jews. During his
youth, Anisfound ajob in a Baptist hospital while he was there he heard the Gospel and received
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Hehassaid, “When | stand on a street in Jerusalem and see a Jew
and love him, it samiracle from of God.”

God' s miracles, however, are not reserved for such high profiled situations asthis. In this study of
the Sermon on the Mount | will sharewith the reader someinsightsinto thelife of afew remarkable
believers, including a woman who was religious a long time before she became a born-again
believer in Christ. She has always held a reverential belief and respect for Jesus, but when she
received Him by grace, through faith, she began a new walk with Him, a walk empowered and
guided by the Holy Spirit. Now in her seventies, Irene (Mickey) Steward till runs a home for
Alzheimer patients. | told her that | want to tell her story - or a little of it - as | rewrite my
commentary on the Sermon on the Mount. | responded to her ook of confusion by pointing to her
work with her patients. She has told me that when she first moved to the area she would have had
“nothing to do with those people.”

Dr. Steward - | call her Miss Mickey - has seven earned degrees, including degreesin psychol ogy
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and medicine. She has performed delicate and complicated surgery inthe past, but her skill istotally
overshadowed by the compassion she showsdaily for her patients. MissMickey hason anumber of
occasions given her own bed to a new patient whose family could find no other place for their
mother or father. She has often slept on a couch, or even on the floor. For years now, she has been
getting up every three hours during the night to check on each of a dozen or more patients. Two
heart attacks, cancer, knee replacements, broken bones, and surgery have not been enough to slow
her down.

Think of alady whose father was the first Italian immigrant to earn a degree from Harvard Law
School. Picture a runaway teenager who, to avoid discipline, ran away from her strict Catholic
home when she was only fourteen years old. Who could have imagined what afull life she would
lead? She was picked up by ayoung Air Force Officer who took her to his home and turned her
over to hisfather and their housekeeper. Beforelong, they were married. It getsbetter! He became
an FBI agent. Shewent to school and had seven children and, in her own words, “after thefirst one,
every timel went to the hospital and had ababy, | brought two home.” She adopted a baby to raise
with the one to whom she had given birth.

Mickey has performed surgery, had private audiences with the pope, and traveled extensively in
Europe, and finally made a choice between alife of luxury and alife of sacrifice, choosing between
being served and serving. There is little wonder that when | look at the words, “Blessed are the
merciful for they shall obtain mercy,” | think of Mickey. | believeyou will too. Butitisfar more
important to understand how you may embrace the principle set forth in that Beatitude and make an
application of it in your own life.

When you read, “ Blessed are they who mourn,” you may think of Mickey, who lost two sonsin Viet
Nam, a daughter to a drunken driver, and a husband to an airplane explosion. She has lost
something like forty-five patients, whom she called “my friend” - not just a patient. Forty-four of
those who have died in her home died with her holding their hand, encouraging them not to fear but
trust the Lord to take care of them. When you read, Blessed are the merciful,” you may think of
Mickey. Y ou may not, but those who know her will. Her patients receive constant care during the
day and each night she gets up every three hours and checks each “friend” herself. She can giveyou
the life history of each one. Her compassion is a disturbing challenge to those of us who tend to
become apathetic at times.

When Mickey was born again, she came from a religious background, but she did not know the
Scripture. Her Sunday School class was exciting to her, her Bible reading took on new meaning,
and worship services were a blessing. However, Mickey showed more compassion and
demonstrated more mercy than many who have been Christians for many years.

We need to approach the Sermon on the Mount with great expectation. If you are the same when
you finish reading it there is something wrong - with you! Y ou need to ask the Lord to help you
understand the Sermon on the Mount and apply it in your daily life.

INTRODUCTION TO THE SERMON



AUTHOR

Matthew’ s own experience with Christ isrecorded in 9:9-17. His old name was Levi, and he was
the son of Alphaeus (Mark 2:14). Hisnew name, "Matthew," means "the gift of God." Apparently,
the new name was given to commemorate his conversion and his call to be adisciple [6: 14]. The
Gospel According to Matthew iscarefully structured to form abridge between Malachi and the New
Testament; and to introduce us to the Messiah.

BACKGROUND

In Matthew 1:1-17, wefind the Geneal ogy of Christ. Thiscarefully organized geneal ogy establishes
the fact that Jesus, a descendant of Abraham and of David, meets Scriptural qualifications for the
Messiah.

In 1:18-25 thereisabrief account of the birth of Christ. Though brief in comparison to the account
in the first two chapters of Luke, this record reveals the announcement of the birth of the Savior,
Joseph's dilemma, the virgin birth, and the name JESUS, as well as Emmanuel.

Matthew 2:1-12 tells us of the men from the east who cameto worship thenew bornking. Led by a
star, they came to Jerusalem seeking information about the birthplace of Christ. Their inquiries
alerted Herod, who feigned interest in worshiping the infant. They were directed to Bethlehem
where they worshiped Him and presented precious gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

In Matthew 2:13-15 we see theflight to Egypt after the angel of the L ord warned Joseph that Herod
planned to kill the child. Verses 16-18 document the slaughter of children two years old and
younger in Bethlehem. Verses 19-23 record for usthe death of Herod; and the return to Nazareth,
and the fact that Jesusis called a Nazarene.

Matthew 3:1-12 provides a brief sketch of the ministry and preaching of John the Baptist. His
message was simple: "Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven isat hand” (3:2). Hefulfilled hisrole
astheforerunner of Christ ashe said, "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that
cometh after me is mightier than |, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with
the Holy Ghost, and with fire" (3:11).

In 3:13-17, wefind the baptism of Jesus by John. Verse 16 tells us that when Jesus came up out of
the water, "the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending likeadove,
and lighting upon him." Verse 17 recordsthe response of the Heavenly Father, "Andlo avoicefrom
heaven, saying, Thisis my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.” It issignificant that at the
beginning of the ministry of Christ we see work of the Trinity: The Son is baptized; the Spirit
descends; and the Father speaks, expressing His pleasure with His Son.



Matthew 4:1-11 chronicles the three by the devil in the wilderness. Satan frequently comes to
peopleimmediately after baptism, or sometime of renewal, when they least expectit. They areona
gpiritual high and often do not realize how vulnerable they are. Jesus resisted the temptations,
guoting Scripture in answer to Satan. These temptationswerereal! They focused on the ministry
Hewas about to undertake. He showed Jesus how to get results; but Jesus knew he wastrying to get
Him to do the work of God in and ungodly manner. Thefall of some popular tel-evangelists, and
exposure of deceit on the part of others, should aert usto the fact that Satan is still using the same
approachtotry totrip up God's servants. Tragicaly, he hasbeen very successful with many, and not
all of them are tel-evangelists!

Matthew records (4:12-17) the beginning of the ministry of Christ, His work in and around
Capernaum, and the early response of the people. His preaching followed the same theme asthat of
John: "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (4:17).

In 4:18-22, we see Jesus callsthefirst disciplesto follow Him. In 23-25 the writer was inspired to
sharewith usaglorious picture of Jesusas He "went about all Galilee, teaching intheir synagogues,
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of
disease among the people” (4:23). AsHisfame spread, peoplefromfar and near brought to Himthe
diseased, those who were possessed by demons, and the mentally ill. He had compassion on them
and healed them.

Now, the stageisnow almost set for the Sermon of the Mount - THE GREATEST SERMON EVER
PREACHED. In4:25weread that “there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and
from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judea, and from beyond Jordan.” But, while the
stage is set, there are still some unanswered questions. First, did Jesus preach this sermon to the
multitude, or was He simply teaching Hisimmediate disciples? Second, was Thisone sermon, or is
it acollection of Histeachings some of the disciples had recorded during Him ministry? Thethird
guestion concerns whether this is directed at believers, or non-believers. The fourth question is,
what approach do we take in studying The Sermon on the Mount?

In considering the first question, one may be inclined to ask, “What difference does it make?’ It
does not make me any difference at all - the content is what is important. However, | personally
believe this was a sermon preached to both His disciples and to the whole multitude who gathered
around Him that day. It seemsthat Matthew has set the stage for such a sermon.

The second question has been discussed for years. Some reject the ideathat thiswas one complete
sermon. Some say it wastoo long. But thelate Dr. H. R. Herrington memorized the entire Sermon
on the Mount and preached it from memory to his people at First Baptist Church, Rayville,
Louisiana. | would liketo do that, but sometimes| stumbleover John 3:16. | even forgot my wife's
name once. But, just once!

Others have claimed that the sermon istoo deep to have been covered in one sermon. No one could
retain all of it. They insist, on the basis of this argument, that this is a collections of teachings
covering the entire ministry of Christ. | seethisasone sermon, the greatest sermon ever preached -
preached by the greatest preacher who ever lived. | would expect nothing less of the Jesusrevealed
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in the Bible. What about al the other references in the Gospels in which Jesus says some of the
same things we find in this sermon? Asnoted earlier, thisisavery deep sermon in which not only
deep, but revolutionary new teachings are proclaimed. Repetition isto be expected, and onewould
expect Jesus to amplify these teachings, and painstakingly discuss their application throughout His
ministry.

Thethird guestion may bethe simplest for the mature, but growing Christian to answer. Thereisno
word given in the sermon about how to be saved. Thereisno way alost person can live up to the
standards of thissermon. The Christian, indwelt and empowered by the Holy Spirit, may takethisas
aguidelinefor personal growthinthe Lord for hisher entirelife. For those who would be perfect,
“even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect” (5:48), the Sermon on the Mount is the
MAGNA CARTA of the Kingdom of God. It setsbefore ustheideal character of the citizen of the
Kingdom of God. The standard will never be lowered.

The carnal believer may find these glorious teachings aimost as difficult to procurefor hislifeasa
lost person does. He might find them almost as frustrating, because, like the lost person, he is
operating intherealm of theflesh. Only through the ministry of the Holy Spirit can we comprehend
the dimensions of this sermon, let alone apply them in our daily life.

The Sermon of the Mount is not just for the mature believer. It isfor all believers. The babe in
Christ may begin to apply these principlesin hisdaily lifeand grow in hisunderstanding of themfor
therest of hislife. By the sametoken, no one has ever mastered the principles set forth here. 1f you
try to live up to these principles on your own you will surely fail. Our daily growth in these
principlesiscalled sanctification. Paul, under theinspiration of the Holy Spirit, dealswith thisin his
discussion of the Doctrine of Sanctification in Romans 6:1-8:39.

The fourth question, some might think, has possibly been answered in the discussion of the first
three. However, many people approach the Sermon on the Mount differently. CraigL. Blomberg
(The New American Commentary, Broadman, Nashville, 1992, VVol. 22) citesasurvey that itemized
thirty-six different interpretation [2: 94]. Only afew will be mentioned here. Others mention eight,
or twelve.

1. Some say the Sermon on the Mount is the new Law of Jesus, abrogating the Law of Moses.

2. Some say the principles have no practical application - they are great, but cannot be practically
applied.

3. It has been suggested that the Sermon on the Mount shows the futility of trying at all. Failure
leads one to fall back on the mercy of God.
4. Some see it as an absolute ethic, based on the pure will of God.

5. To some it implies conversion. This standard is given to Christians, illustrating how the
converted manwill live. Whilethe Christian should live by this standard, keeping thislaw does not
produce salvation.



6. John MACcArthur (Kingdom Living Here and Now, Moody Press, Chicago, 1980) points out that
only onewho is*poor in spirit” can receive God’ s salvation; and that only the poor in spirit will be
truly blessed [4: 14]. Heisright on both counts. But thissermon, as herightly stresses, isgivento
believers. One must humble himself to be saved and the believer who walks humbly before God is
the believer who is blessed.

7. Blomberg lists a number of approaches:

a. Luther believed that “ God'simpossible moral demands disclose the depth of our
sinfulness and drive us to our knees in repentance.”

b. Many Anabaptists applied the ethics in an extremely literal way ( some to the
point of pacifism).

c. Protestant liberals have seen the sermon as a paradigm for the social gospel and a
call to the church to usher in the kingdom of God on earth.

d. Albert Schweitzer saw the sermon as an interim ethic for the disciples of Jesus
who mistakenly awaited Hisreturn in their life time.

e. Dispensationalism haslimited the ethics of the Sermon on the Mount to thefuture
millennial kingdom.

f. Inaugurated eschatology "recognizes an 'already/not yet' tension in which the
sermon's ethic remainstheideal or goal for al Christiansin every age but which will
never befully realized until the consummation of thekingdom at Christ'sreturn™ [2 -
95].

My personal position is that the Sermon on the Mount sets forth the character of the citizen of the
Kingdom of God. Initwe see God’ sabsolute standard for His children. God created them, sent His
only begotten Son to die for them, and then sent the Holy Spirit to convict the lost; and indwell,
empower, and guide believers.

According to Paul (Romans 3:21-5:21): (1) God requires righteousness of any person who would
stand before Him. (2) No one can produce righteousness. (3) Therighteousnessof God isimputed
unto each person who accepts Jesus Christ by faith (Chapters 3-4). Man's highest attempt at
righteousnessis described asfilthy rags (Isaiah 64.6). He cannot produce righteousness; he cannot
attain it through religious ceremonies; he cannot buy it; he cannot “experience” it; and he cannot
discover it through mental or spiritual gymnastics. He can only receive it one way. It must be
imputed unto him as it was to Abraham (James 2:23) - by faith.

In Justification the righteousness of God isimputed unto us. In Sanctification the righteousness of
God is produced and nurtured within us. The Sermon on the Mount holds before us the



righteousnessthat the Holy Spirit produces and nurtureswithin the heartsand lives of believerswho
walk inthe spirit, and not in the flesh. But, thisrighteousnessis never produced in the hearts of those
who grieve or quench the Holy Spirit. The Scribes and Pharisees believed they epitomized the
righteousness of God, and set the standard in observing both the Mosaic Law and all the laws of
Judaism. However, when Jesus looked at them, He saw nothing but hypocrisy and guile. He had
something far better in mind for His disciples.

That brings us to the thesis of the Sermon on the Mount. A key verse in this discourse is Matthew
5:20: “For | say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” When Jesus looks at
Hisdisciples, hewantsto seeinner purity and holiness, not an outward show. When Christians|ook
at each other, they should be able to see the character set forth in thissermon in their lives. Just as
the moon reflects the light of sun in the universe, the believer should reflect the life of the Son of
God in hisdaily life. God saves us not just to get us into heaven; but to get something of heavenin
us today.

Many modernists insist that Moses was influenced by, and possibly copied from the Code of
Hammurabi. Let us set the record straight. There was an unwritten law long before Moses or
Hammurabi. The Patriarch Noah, no doubt knew that oral law of God well and taught it to hissons,
who in turn taught it to their children. After several generations languages were confused at Babel
and peoplewere dispersed. Where did Hammurabi live? Isit not reasonabl e to assume that much of
the code of Hammurabi was based on that ancient law which had been passed down from generation
to generation? Furthermore, people had been writing since Adam (Gen. 5:1), and parts of the law
may have been written down before Hammurabi. The Mosaic Law was given by the same God Who
had given that oral law. Hammurabi, whether he knew it or not, may well have been setting down,
however imperfectly, a code based on the ora tradition God had given Adam and Noah.

Look at the religions of the world, both today and in antiquity. There is absolutely nothing to
compare with the Sermon on the Mount. Judaismisso far superior to thereligionsof theworld that
a comparative study seems ludicrous. In the Sermon on the Mount we see a law far superior to
anything Israel had ever seen. It setsbefore us, oftenin paradox, arevolutionary ethic which had to
shock the Pharisees to the core of their being, for it left no room for their self-righteous pride and
arrogance.

PRACTICAL AND REALISTIC

The Sermon of the Mount is exactly what we should expect of our Lord. It sets forth the highest
standard the world has ever seen. It transcends anything thisworld can comprehend, without being
“other-worldly.” Itisthe perfect law of the perfect God, so deep no one can ever completely fathom
it; yet, every believer can keep going back to draw from that well which will never rundry. Itisso
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broad in scope that no one can completely envelop it, yet every Christian can embrace it as the
standard for hislife. It isso narrow that most people miss the way; yet, the way of freedom and
abundant life to every child of God.

If you want to know what is expected of you, read the Sermon on the Mount. 1f you want assurance
of salvation, study the Sermon on the Mount to seeif you are bearing the fruit God expects of you.
If you want othersto see Jesusin you, apply the principles of this sermon daily.

L et me stress one other thing as we turn to the Scripture. There are things you will not find in the
Sermon on the Mount. Y ou will not find:

. Support for “nameit and claim it” theology.

. Hedlth, wealth, success gospel.

. Self-love, self-worth, self-esteem.

. A works righteousness.

. Easy believism. Only the Holy Spirit can enableyou to live by these principles. But something
is expected of you. It does not just happen.

abrhwdNPRE

The story has been told of a pastor who visited a church member. Asthey surveyed the garden the
man had planted in anewly cleared field, the pastor said, “ Brother Jones, you and the Lord certainly
have abeautiful garden.” Reflecting on thelabor he had put into the garden, Brother Jonesreplied,
“You should have seen it last year when the Lord had it by Himself."

If you continue your study of the Word beyond this passage, you will find help with the ethical
demands of this sermon. For example, when we read the Golden Rule (Matt. 7:12), it will help to
turn to Romans 13-14 and | Corinthians 8 to see how Paul helps us make a practical application of
that principle.

The Lord revealswhat He expects of Hischildren. In Micah 6:8 we find, “He hath shewed thee, O
man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and
to walk humbly with thy God?” What a commentary the Sermon on the Mount is on that verse!

THE BEATITUDES, 5:1-12

In the Beatitudeswe find one of the high-water marks of the entire Bible. What better way to begin
asermon that sets forth the sharp contrast between the faux righteousness of the Pharisees and the
genuine righteousness Jesus wants to produce in every believer. The Pharisees were seen by most
people as paragons of virtue and righteousness. Y et Jesusdeclared, “1 say unto you, that except your
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter
into the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:20). But, the Lord began His sermon on a positive note,
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promising what every one wants most in thisworld - happiness. Genuine, lasting happiness.

In this sermon Jesus used the word “blessed” nine times. The word means happy if wethink of itin
the genuine sense of internal joy” [4: 23]. However, we must distinguish between the word happy
as used in the vernacular, and the word joy aswe find it in the New Testament. The word happy
implies circumstance (happenstance). Joy overrides circumstances.

When | was a child, growing up on a Mississippi delta farm, | looked forward to my birthday as
only achild will. But intime my birthday became a sort of bitter-sweet time for me each May. |
overheard my parentstell neighborsthat they alwaystried to plant cotton and have it up before my
birthday. | became somewhat uncomfortable when | heard some one say, “WEe'l have a birthday
party for Johnny on Sunday afternoon and then start chopping cotton Monday morning.”

Welived some distance from some of our relatives and some of the aunts, uncles, and cousins could
visit only once or twiceayear. We anticipated those visits and made plansfor daysto entertain our
guests, with trips, fishing, hunting, or swimming. And the best meals of the year! Those were
exciting times, but we knew the happiness we were experiencing would not last. They would leave,
and wewould go back to the cotton field, or to the new ground. So, with that in mind, wedidn't wait
too long before asking, “How long can you stay? When do you have to leave?’ We dreaded the
time when they would go so much that it alwaysrobbed us of alittle of the happiness associateswith
their visit.
Thereisnone of that in the Beatitudes. What we see hereis ablessedness, ajoy the Lord will give
to those believers who are obedient to Him, and who make acommitment to apply these principles
in hislife every day.
There is no verb in the original, so the word “are” is supplied by trandators to give us with a
smoother trandation. 1n helping usto understand how Jesus presented these wonderful Beatitudes,
we might paraphrase it in one of the following ways:

1. Congratulations! The poor in spirit.

2. Blessed! The poor in spirit.

3. Oh, the blessedness of the poor in spirit!

As we begin the Beatitudes, we should be aware of different approaches taken in trying to
understand how they are to be applied in the life of the believer.

1. The beginner may not see any connection between them. He may recall two or three of three of
them and appreciate their beauty, but never try to relate each one to the others.

2. Some may make a serious effort to live by all of these principles daily.
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3. Still others see the Beatitudes as a series of stepsthe citizen of the Kingdom of God must take if
he isto reach the state of blessedness, or abiding joy. Some see steps as indicated below.

CHRISTIAN MATURITY

9--Reviled - for His Sake
8--Persecuted. . . Righteousness
7-Peacemakers
6--Pure in Heart
5--The Merciful
4--Hunger & Thirst after Righteousness
3--The Meek
2--They that Mourn
1--Poor in Spirit

SPIRITUAL BANKRUPTCY

Only the poor in spirit will begin thiswalk; only the poor in spirit will take the next step. Only the
poor in spirit and those who mourn over sin will be meek. Those who have reached the first three
steps, according to this approach, will hunger and thirst after righteousness. The climb continues
and as one continuesto grow, hewill begin to think and behave more and more like Jesus. And that
person will be persecuted and reviled, and he will be accused of all manner of evil for the Lord's
sake. But, even the persecution will produce spiritual maturity (James 1:3-4).

4. We might try to combine numbers 2 and 3.

The step by step growth process has alot of merit, but we must never think that the lost person who
accepts Christ, or the carnal believer who repents cannot begin to hunger and thirst after
righteousness until he has mastered earlier stepsfirst.

A young Christian may be placed in a situation in which he must seek to become a peacemaker
before he even understands what the Bible means by “ They that mourn”, or by “the meek”. The
Kingdom citizen must never seek to add each of these virtuesto hislife so that he can move on to
the next one, as though he is following aformula

Thereisno question that spiritual growth beginsin spiritual poverty. Theonly person whoisgoing
to reach spiritual maturity isthe onewho says, “Lord, | am spiritually bankrupt. 1 cannot produce
spiritual blessings; | cannot attain the steps which lead to spiritual maturity where Y our richest
blessings await me. The very best | can do isto yield my life to you and let you develop these
qualitiesin, my life.”
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KEY TO THE BEATITUDES

FROM SPIRITUAL BANKRUPTCY TO CHRISTIAN MATURITY

BLESSED ARE YOU

IFYOU ARE YOU WILL RECEIVE
REVILED FOR HIS SAKE -O- REWARD IN HEAVEN
PERSECUTED FOR -8- KINGDOM OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE HEAVEN
PEACEMAKERS ~1- CALLED CHILDREN OF GOD
PURE IN HEART -6- SEE GOD
MERCIFUL -5- MERCY
HUNGER & THIRST -4- SHALL
AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS BE FILLED
THE MEEK -3- THE EARTH
THEY THAT MOURN -2- COMFORT
POOR IN SPIRIT -1- KING. OF HEAVEN

NN\ SPIRITUAL BANKRUPTCY AAMVVVV

"Except your righteousness shall exceed [the righteousness| of the scribes and Pharisees, yeshall in
no case enter into the kingdom of heaven" - Matthew 5:20

THE BLESSED ONES

1. THEPOOR IN SPIRIT

A PARADOX. Happinessisto be poor in spirit? That's not what the world says! That’s not what
the gospel of high self-esteem, self-worth, self-image is teaching. Modern socia thinkers tell us
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criminalshavelow self- esteem. The child psychologist warns us of the danger of low self-esteemin
children. Businesses are looking for self-assertive, aggressive young men and women who are
anxiousto climb the ladder of success. In school, the humble, courteous young person is not voted
most popular, or classfavorite. Inthe court room, ajury is often more impressed by an aggressive
attorney with an air of arrogance than one with a quiet manner and humble spirit.

On the surface, it would seem that the Lord missed the boat here. The world simply does not
appreciate the poor in spirit, and really does not understand what makeshimtick. Thereisnot much
demand for thiscommaodity in the modern world. If the guidance counselor findsastudent with this
attitude he might suggest some kind of behavior modification to correct it.

It is obvious that Jesus and the world are not in agreement. The world says happiness is health,
wealth, and success, and of course, the ability to project this image to the world. Jesus says true
happinessis reserved for the poor in spirit.

WHO ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT. In the material world, poverty means to be detached from
material things. Poverty of spirit also points to a detachment from things. It also means to be
detached from self. The personwho isdetached from materia things, from the rewards of theworld,
and from self isin aposition to attach himself to the Lord. When he doesthat hewill find something
far better than high self-esteem. He is now in a position to find high Christ-esteem [McGhee,
Robert, Search for Sgnificance, 5: 30].

Joining alocal church does not automatically make one poor in spirit. It isdisturbing to find that
some church members have no conception of what it meansto be poor is spirit. Or, if they do (and
this is more disturbing), they have no desire for it. Is it just possible that there is a church
somewhere with a member who, like Diotrephes in I11 John 9, “loves to have the preeminence
among them, NKJV)"?

One hears reports from time to time about church members who seek honor, glory, or power in the
local church, oftenin very clever or subtleways. It iseven more disturbing when onewho has been
called by the Lord to beaminister of His precious Gospel seemsto desire preeminence among other
ministersin his denomination, convention, pastors conference, or ministerial alliance.

Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” If we believe Him, why are we so conscious of our
clothes, cars, and homes. Y oung children are often as conscious of the emblem on their shirt astheir
father isthe emblem on the hood of their car. Listen to teenagerstalk about their designer jeans, or
their tennis or basketball shoes. Can you tell any difference in the attitude of the youth in your
church and those who are lost?

Mothers and fathers, would you like to test yourself? When your children leave for school do you
really want them to manifest poverty in spirit? Or, do you want them to wear theright clothes, drive
the right car, and use the speech that will help them to “fit in” with a certain group at school?
Relate that to your efforts to impress your peers. How do you want your friends to see you. Be
honest.
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WHAT DO THEY RECEIVE? Thisiswhereit gets exciting! Play by the world’ s rules and you
may receive a measure of wealth for a very brief period of time. Obey Jesus and receive it al -
forever! What can the person who denies self and the world in order to attach himself to Christ
expect? Heis promised THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. See Matt. 6:33; John 10:28-30; Matt.
6:19-21.

What thisall meansisthat in Christ you can have your cake and eat it, too! When you accept Jesus
Christ asyour Lord, you receive full citizenship in His Kingdom, and al the benefitsintrinsictoit.
Some benefits are irrevocable, some are conditional. Irrevocable benefits include security (John
10:28) and permanent access to the Father (Rom. 5:2). Conditional benefitsinclude forgiveness(
John 1:9); prayers answered (John 15:7); and the Beatitudes. All these benefitsand many more are
available to us not - without diminishing in the slightest degree the blessings reserved for usin
Heaven.

2. THEY THAT MOURN

ANOTHER PARADOX. If you want to be happy you have to be sad? That’s not what the world
tellsus. Let’ sfaceit, nobody iscongratulating people for being in mourning. But then, would you
congratulate the person who could not mourn? Paul certainly did not congratul ate those * Who being
past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with
greediness' (Eph. 4:19).

WHO ARE THEY THAT MOURN? Inthefirst place, they are the poor in spirit. Those who are
poor in spirit have apersonal relationship with Jesus Christ and now see both themselves and others
through Hiseyes. Filled with Holy Spirit, they must grieve over the sin of theworld aswell asweep
over their own sins.

Failure at this point might well explain the lack of joy in many lives and the lack of power in the
average church today. | once heard Vance Havner say, “Wesing, | STAND AMAZED, but we had
rather sit amused.” Thelate Leonard Ravenhill told of revivalswhen people would not say aword,
and would not move from their seats for twenty minutes after the service. These people have seen
God.

One of the problems with the church today may well be that there is too much laughing, and not
enough crying. The Lord promised to bless those who mourn, not those who laugh. How often do
we see tearsin aworship service? How long hasit been since you wept over the condition of your
soul? How often do those who repent show genuine remorse?

| mourn the fact that politicians and the news media have divorced morality from politics in
America. | mournwhen | hear awoman say sheisvoting for a candidate because he will supports,
fund, and defend abortion. | mourn when a candidate for the most powerful office in the world
openly courts homosexuals. | mourn when | see what the entertainment industry is feeding
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American familiesevery night. | mourn when | see church members swim through amileof filthin
hopes of finding aspoonful of something of valueinwhat the music industry, filmindustry, and TV
industry serve the people of this country. | grieve when | see companies that cannot exist without
the business of Christians sponsor the most vile programs imaginable.

| grieve when | see what New Age religions are doing to our children in the name of education. |
grieve when people cannot see through philosophical and political maze of certain
“environmentalists.” | grieve when | see the hold evolution has on America. | mourn when the
religion page of a Bible-belt paper carries, under banner type headlines, major articleson Islam. |
grievewhen | see Mormons and Jehovah’ s Witnesses going from door to door with their hellish lies.
| grievewhen | think of the breakdown of disciplinein our homesand schools. | grieveover friends
and relativeswho are going to hell. And | mourn over the fact that | do not mourn over these things
asmuch as| should! | do not find much comfort in the fact that you don't either.

WHAT DO THEY THAT MOURN RECEIVE? Paradoxically, they that mourn shall be comforted.
They arethe only oneswho will be comforted. Areyou beginning to seethat Christianity isserious
business? The understanding and application of the principles set forth here can only be realized
through the ministry of the Holy Spirit and atotal commitment on the part of the believer. They are
beyond the carnal believer, and completely out of reach of the lost person.

Our comfort isone of theworks of the Holy Spirit. Jesuspromised, “And | will pray the Father, and
he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever” (John 14:16). But what
does it mean to be comforted? For one thing, it means freedom from the fear, grief, and anxiety
common to peoplein thisworld. They that mourn will receive daily deliverance from fear, worry,
and doubt in thisworld, and absolute freedom from it in eternity.

3. THE MEEK

CAN HE BE SERIOUS? Thisisreally not what the world says! The world knows alot about the
survival of the fittest. The world teaches that the strong shall inherit the earth - not the weak.
Saddam Hussein subscribed to the philosophy, "To the victor goes the spoil,” when he invaded
Kuwait. Y ou may remember when General Colin Powell met the pressimmediately after President
Bush ended Desert Storm (Middle East War to drive Irag out of Kuwait). Hesaid, "wetold himto
move it or loseit. Hedidn't moveit and he lost it!" | still get patriotic chill bumps when | think
about it.

In the sports world the "winning is everything" crowd. found a champion in Leo Durocher, who
proclaimed, "Nice guys finish last." A former coach at Florida A & M. gave sports writers the
guote of the day when he was asked what kind of team he tried to recruit. He said he was|ooking
for players who were "Mo-bile, ag-ile, and hos-tile!"

A generation ago a shy, timid person with atotally vanilla personality was described as"meek asa
mouse." Let'sfaceit - meeknessisnot acommodity in great demand in our society. Who ever heard
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Jack Dempsey or Dick Butkus called meek? Coachesin all sportswant playerswho will intimidate
opponents, not build their confidence. The meek girl isnot usually the homecoming queen. Sheis
not often voted "Miss Podunk High." Sheisnot usually viewed as"Most likely to succeed.” She
seems at adecided disadvantagein office politics, and aliability in real politics. Why would anyone
want their children to be meek?

Jesus said, "Blessed arethe meek..." Either He did not understand the real world, or thereal world
needsareality check. Some seemto think thereisaChristian world and areal world, and never the
twain shall meet. But, if Jesus, our Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer, says thisis a key to red
happiness (joy in the N. T.) we need to try to understand what He means by meek, and ask Him to
help us apply thislesson in our daily life.

WHO ARE THE MEEK? Observe that Jesus said, Blessed are the “meek” - not the weak.
Synonymsin my word processor for weak include dainty, delicate, fragile, frail. Thisisobviously
not what Jesusis hasin mind.

Moses was meek above all men (Num. 12:3), yet he stood in front of Pharaoh and demanded the
release of two million Israelites in the name of Jehovah [YHWH]. He was not aweak man, but a
man God had molded into the instrument by which He would deliver His peoplefrom bondage. He
was meek in that he submitted himself to God for the Lord to mold him into anything Hewanted him
to be. Jeremiah was told to go to the potter's house and observe the potter (Jer. 18). The meek
person is the one who has submitted his/her life to the Divine Potter with one thought: to let God
mold me into avessel He can use for His glory.

The Greek word translated meek denotesthat oneisready to be taught. A letter was discoveredin
which aGreek woman iswriting to her soldier who was away at war. In it shewrote about thewild
horse he had given his daughter. She said "the horse is now meek and she can ride him." What did
she mean? Had the horse become weak? No. It had been broken so that she could rideit. It had
not lost any strength, but that strength had been brought under control.

How refreshing it isto find ayoung Christian who iswilling and eager, tolearn. Mel Neuschwanger
made a lot of out of town hospital callswith me during the 1980's and we had many conversations
that blessed my heart. | asked about his childhood in Colorado, his naval career, his salvation and
subsequent call to preach the Gospel. We often talked about seminary, churches, and ministers.
M orethan once he mentioned Fred Hale, who is now pastor of Walnut Grove Baptist Church, Epps,
Louisiana. Hewould say, "Y ou know, when the Lord called Fred into the ministry, hereally started
studying the Word. | never went by his house that | didn't find him studying the Bible, and he
alwayshad some questions. | have never seen anyone who wanted to learntheway hedid.” Thatis
called meekness, awillingnessto learn, adesireto betaught. Unfortunately, many are more anxious
to teach than be taught.

My grandfather talked with me about a young man who was an exceptional athlete. Most people

who knew him thought he could have played professional baseball. He was given a chance, but
walked away from it because he didn't like a coach. My grandfather once said, "He hasamillion
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dollar arm, and a ten cent head." Just think how many "might have beens' there out there in the
world today. One man who had blown his opportunity to get an education once asked me, "Have
you ever seen anyone who istoo smart to learn?' That is the opposite of meek.

William Wetzel had, reportedly, the highest 1Q of anyone who ever set foot on the grounds at
Parchman, the Mississippi State Penitentiary. Hewas convicted of murder and sentenced to life. He
killed another man at Parchman, was tried and sentenced to die in the gas chamber. | preached at
Parchman every Sunday morning at 8:00 when | was astudent pastor. Chaplain R. B. Hicksbecame
avery specia friend and | asked him to preach in our church one Sunday.

Chaplain Hicks told us about William Wetzel. He was never open to his witness until after he
received the death sentence. He accepted Jesus Christ as Savior and began anintense study of God's
Word. The chaplain had never seen anyone grow so much so fast, or learn so much from the Bible
in such a short time. He joined Wetzel in arequest that the death sentence be commuted to life
without parole so that he could spend the rest of hislife teaching other prisoners. The petition was
denied.

Chaplain Hicks described the execution and then talked with me personally about it. He said that for
the first time he saw tears in the eyes of the executioner, and many officers and witnesses were
shaken. One of those officials later said to me, "'l have witnessed a number executions before, but
I'll never witness another one. That man should have lived." He wanted to learn and serve, but he
ran out of time. What awaste. Think what he "might have been".

Who arethe meek? They arethe poor in spirit who separated their heart from self and theworld and
humbly embraced Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. They became sensitive to the holiness of God,
and conscious of the presence of the Holy Spirit in their heart. Now, they mourn over the sinful
condition of the world, personal sin, and sin in the church. These believers are the ones who will
become meek. They are the ones who will be blessed.

WHAT DO THEY RECEIVE? Inthefirst place, They shall be happy. They are blessed of the
Lord. Thisisfar more than the happiness the world offers. Thisrefersto inner peace, the abiding
joy Jesus promisesto the poor in spirit who mourn over their sin and weaknessto the point that they
yield their hearts to the Lord for Him to teach them and mold them as He desires.

In the second place, the meek shall inherit the earth. 1sn't that amazing? The meek shall inherit the
earth - not the strong, not the charismatic, not the wealthy. But what does the Lord mean when he
says the meek shall "inherit the earth?' Some have suggested that it means their inheritance in
Millennial kingdom when the saints will reign with Jesus for athousand years. According to this
interpretation, this promises means that when one enters the Kingdom of God he comes into the
original inheritance of dominion over the earth God promised Adam before the Fall.

Others may relate it to their eternal inheritance in the "new heaven and new earth” of Rev. 21.

"Inherit" isin the future tense. Meeknessisthe present inner attitude the Lord wantsto nurturein
each believer. The inheritance is the future reward.
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There is another possibility. Meeknessistheinner attitude each believer must have before he will
know true happiness (joy). Without it Christian growth stops, and the believer will never goonto
realize the other Beatitudes, or the blessings avail abl e through these spiritua principles. The person
who is meek will develop a different attitude toward the earth and all that is in it. When true
meekness becomes a redlity in one's life it will influence both his present attitude and future
expectations concerning his inheritance.

MEEKNESSISIMPORTANT. WereadinPsalms149:4that "the LORD ... will beautify the meek
with salvation.” In Zephaniah 2:3, God says, " Seek meekness." James 1:21 teaches usto "receive
with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.” | Peter 3:15 tells us to
"sanctify the Lord God in your hearts. and [be] ready alwaysto [give] an answer to every man that
asketh you areason of the hope that isin you with meekness and fear."

Someone has said, meekness meansto be finished with me- forever. How do you receivecriticism?
How do you offer advice? Thishitsuswherewelive- every day. You will have an opportunity to
test yourself - soon!

4. THOSE WHO HUNGER

HUNGER A BLESSING? World hunger is serious problemtoday. Various Christian and secular
organizations are using television and mail-outs to keep this issue before us. We See reports of
millionswho will die of hunger or someillness related to malnutrition if we do not send help. We
see shocking pictures of emaciated peopl e gathered together in the desert, burying their children and
waiting to die themselves.

When | was growing up in the Mississippi delta, | often listened to neighbors tell about their
experiences during the Depression. In some parts of the stories were about the soup kitchens and
the soup lines. In other places boysin their teens went to CC Camps to try to earn enough to keep
food on the table at home, or at least, to keep the family from having another mouth to feed.

Theworld of thefirst century understood hunger. Inthe Model Prayer, Jesustaught the disciplesto
pray, "Give usthisday our daily bread.” It wasachallengeto provide bread for the table each day.
Famine was as close as the next drought, pestilence, or war.

Starving people will go to great lengths to satisfy their hunger. We are seeing people stand at
intersections with signswhich read, "I will work for food." Regular news reports remind us of the
street people who are going through garbage cans right now looking for food.

Physical hunger can hardly be seen as a blessing, yet Jesus used aword picture they could
understand. O the blessedness of those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be
filled." How appropriatethispictureis! Andhow appropriatethat itisplaced whereitisinthelist
of Beatitudes.
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The people who are really going to hunger and thirst after righteousness are the poor in spirit, the
ones who mourn, the meek. As they are grow in Christ-likeness, they become more and more
sensitive to the holiness of God. It isto be expected that they will begin to hunger and thirst after
godly righteousness and holiness.

In Justification righteousness is imputed; in Sanctification is nurtured and developed through the
ministry of the Holy Spirit. You will never get there on your own. Mark that down. The lost
person, left to himself, will progressively grow more unrighteous. Satan will cooperate with himto
make him harder, colder, and more blind to the holiness of God, and quench any desire for true
righteousnessin his own life. One can be adding good works and moral principlesto hislife and
still be moving further and further from true righteousness at the same time.

Only the poor in spirit, who has denied self and totally surrendered hislife to the Lord is going to
mourn over sin in himself and others. That isthe only person who will per- mit God to mold him
and teach him (the meek). That person, and only that person, is really going to hunger and thirst
after righteousness.

Jesus has real hunger and thirst in mind. Heistalking to some people whose ancestors had eaten
their own children. They did not know it, but a generation later those under Roman siege (Titus,
A.D. 70) inside the walls of Jerusalem would again be reduced to that kind of hunger. The hunger
Hehasin mind is more than agnawing sensation in the stomach. Itisadriveasstrong aslifeitself;
adesire as strong aslife.

WHAT DO THEY RECEIVE? They shall befilled! That promise cannot be made to those who
hunger and thirst for the things of the world. Thousands spend large sums to hear some financial
guru tell them how to make afortune selling aproduct, rendering aservice, or through investments.
Most of them can testify that their thirst was never really satisfied.

My son told me about afriend whose goal it wasto be MissLouisiana, and then MissAmerica. She
finally became MissLouisiana- on her sixth try. But shewould never be MissAmerica. Thereare
many politicians whose thirst for power is never satisfied. Every four years, only one person is
going to be elected to the highest office in the land. That does not disturb some, but others are
crushed by the defeat.

Those who are physically hungry or thirsty will go to any lengths to be filled. People have eaten
catsand rats, aswell asrootsand bark of treesin an effort tofill their stomach. Survival techniques
are taught to help people find enough food and water to survive under extreme conditions. Many
survive in the woods, in caves, or at seafor along time, but they often are found in an emaciated
condition.

Jesus, however, promised, "They shall befilled.” Notif, not maybe. They shall befilled! Not some
of them - all of them. A high school principle used astory to challenge studentsto seek knowledge.
Hetold of ayoung student in Indiawho went to a wise teacher he greatly admired and asked him
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the secret of hisknowledge. He expressed hisdesire to someday be aswise asthe esteemed teacher.

The teacher took him by the hand and led him out into anearby river. When the water was waist
deep, the teacher suddenly placed his hand behind the student's neck and pushed his head under
water. For several seconds the student waited, trying to figure out why his teacher had forced his
head under water. After several more seconds, he gently tried to raise his head, only to have the
teacher apply more pressure. He tried again, this time with alittle more energy, but the teacher's
weight ssmply increased on his neck. Desperately needing air by now, hetried to stand up, only to
find the elderly sage springing over on his neck to hold him under. Panic set in and with all his
strength he straightened up, throwing the teacher off his neck. He turned on the teacher,
demanding, "What were you trying to do, drown me?!" The teacher said, "No, but when you want
knowledge as much as you wanted water you will find it."

Those who have an unquenchable thirst for righteousness will be satisfied. Those who hunger for
righteousness will befilled. But, only those who hunger and thirst for it will befilled. It does not
just happen. Itistheresult of the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in life of the one who is meek
before the Lord.

For more help, spend time with the Lord in prayer and Bible study. Read goods Christian books,
like Knowledge of the Holy, by A. W. Tozer, With Christ in the School of Prayer, by Andrew
Murray.

5. THE MERCIFUL

A NOTE. The construction of the Beatitudes should be kept in mind as we study them. John
MacArthur pointsout that "thefirst four Beatitudeswere entirely inner principles, dealing with how
you seeyourself before God. Thisfifth Beatitude, whilealso being aninner attitude, beginsto reach
out and touch others' [4: 105]. He notesthat thefirst four line up with thelast four. "Thefirst four
are inner attitudes and the last four are the things the attitudes manifest” [4: 105]. The fifth
Beatitudeistransitional, moving from the character devel oped within to outward righteousness and
service.

A REMINDER. Thosewho hold to aworkstheory of Justification may assume that the Beatitudes
are rules you must keep to go to heaven. Those who hold a pure grace view of salvation might
answer, No, these are rules on how you are supposed to live after you become a citizen of the
Kingdom of God.

Thetruth isthat these are principles by which Christians should live. No oneis saved by adopting
these principles as rules he must keep in order to go to heaven. But these principles do concern
salvation. Only the poor in spirit will ever enter the Kingdom of God. Only onewho mournsthesin
inhislife, and repents, will beforgiven. To be saved one must cometo the Lord in meekness. At the
sametime, no lost person can produce the meeknessthe Lord can, and will produceinthelife of His
children. A lot of lost people are walking around with aload of guilt, and they will try anything to
get rid of it. Yet they do not hunger and thirst after righteousness.
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WHO ARE THE MERCIFUL? If the merciful are blessed by the Lord it isimportant for to know
who they are, and to determine whether or not we are merciful. Did Jesus find many who were
merciful in His audience?

Jesusfound religious |eadersto be external, ritualistic, superficial, and often hypocritical. He often
found Himself in conflict with those whose religion was external. He preached, "What is really
important ison theinside." At leadt, it begins on the inside, and finds expression in right living.
"Righteousness on the inside will produce the fruit of right action. But you can falsify action
without reality, and that's legalism. What Jesus wants springs from the right character” [4: 104].

What does it mean to be merciful? Hislistenersthat day had to be wondering about that. If thereis
one thing the people of that day knew nothing about, it was mercy. The Romans might have taken
pridein their justice, but they were without mercy. They glorified power, discipline, and courage,
but held mercy in contempt. One Roman philosopher said that mercy was a"disease of the soul.” 1f
a Roman citizen did not want his slave he could kill him and nothing would be done about it. He
could kill hiswife, or child and never have to answer to the law.

The Jews of that day were almost as merciless as the Romans. They were long on vengeance and
short on mercy, even to their own parents (Matt. 15:1-9). The average person was not interested in
being merciful. At no point isthe superiority of the principles set forth by Jesus seen more clearly
than here. He advocated mercy, and He is our greatest example of mercy.

The Greek word (eliamosuna, from which we get the word eleemosynary) denotes the spirit of a
benefactor. Itisfound only hereandin Hebrews2:17: "In all thingsit behoved him to be madelike
unto hisbrethren, that he might be amerciful and faithful high priest in things[pertaining] to God, to
make reconciliation for the sins of the people. Mercy is genuine compassion that reaches out to
others. Itisnot just afeeling of sympathy. Mercy is meeting the needs of another, not just feeling
sorry for him.

WHAT DO THEY RECEIVE? Mercy. Every person needs mercy at onetime or another. We all
need the Mercy of God, and Jesus said, in essence, "You be merciful to others and God will be
merciful toyou." God isthe subject of the second phrase [4: 108).

It isimportant to know what Jesus does not say. He does not say that if you show mercy to acruel,
merciless person, that he will suddenly change and show mercy to you. He might, but he might not.

In fact, he might see it as aweakness and hold you in contempt. He was the most merciful person
who ever lived, but two merciless systems (Romans and Jews) united to put Him to death.

If you show mercy to others, many will be influenced. Surely, otherswill be more inclined to be
merciful to you. My bathroom is at the opposite end of the house from the hot water heater, and in
the winter takes a while to get the water hot enough to shave. But after it runsfor awhile, | can
usually turn the hot water down. Why? Because the pipes get hot. In the summer, when you have
been away from home all day and comein and turn on the cold water, it may bewarm at first. After
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you run cold water through it, the pipes get cold and your water is more refreshing. The same
principle appliesto heating and air conditioning ducts.

If your life is a conduit for the mercy of God others will have their hearts warmed by it. Asthe
mercy of God flows through your heart, your heart will also be warmed by it. When your lifeisa
channel of blessings, you are going to be blessed. If you are a channel for the mercy of God, that
which flows out to others will be the fruit of the Spirit as recorded in Galatians 5:22: "love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith."

However, if your lifeisaconduit for jealousy, envy, strife, arrogance, bitterness, harsh criticism, and
cruelty, then you are going to become a cold, hard bitter person. You will not receive mercy and
kindness from others, but that is not the main problem. Y ou will not receive mercy from the Lord.

One other point must bemade. Itistruethat if you are aconduit for love and mercy, your heart will
be warmed by that love that flows through your heart, and if you are a conduit for anything other
that mercy your heart will become cold. But on ahigher lever, what you say and what you do comes
fromwhat you are on theinside. If, inthe Holy Spirit, you are aloving, merciful person, love and
mercy will flow through your heart. 1f on the other hand you inflict pain and heartache through your
wordsand acts, it is because you are amerciless person at the core of your being, regardless of how
you may represent yourself to others, and regardless of how loudly you profess your love for the
Lord.

How is mercy expressed? Forgiveness when one needs to be forgiven. Comfort when one needs
comfort. Mercy is shown through the Second Commandment as you love your neighbor.
Forgiveness flows out of mercy, just as mercy flowsout of love. Mercy precedes forgiveness and
love precedesmercy. Why isGod merciful unto us? Paul says, "But God, whoisrichin mercy, for
his great love wherewith he loved us" (Eph. 2:4). John MacArthur asks:

Do you see the sequence? God loves and love is merciful, and mercy is forgiving, among many
other things. But love is bigger than mercy. Mercy is bigger than forgiveness and love is bigger
than mercy, because love can do alot more things than just show mercy. Mercy presupposes a
problem. Love can act when thereisn't aproblem [4: 110f].

MERCY AND GRACE. Mercy isthe negative side of the coin and graceisthe positive side of it.
When one pleads for the mercy of the court heis saying, first of all, "I am guilty." Onewho isnot
guilty will settle for justice but the guilty desiresmercy. Secondly, the guilty person who asksthe
court for mercy is saying, "I do not want to pay the price (or at least, the full price) for my crime."

Mercy means that the individual does not receive what he deserves (not al of it, anyway). The
sinner deserves death (Rom. 3:23; 6:23a) but the one who trusts Jesus Christ does not pay that price.
That ismercy. Grace meansthat we receive what we could never deserve- eternal life. Jesussaid,
"Blessed arethe merciful: for they shall obtain mercy." Thefirst four Beatitudesareareality inthe
believer's heart, and now he will look out to others with a spirit of love and mercy.
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6. THE PURE IN HEART

THE TRANSITION. Thefirst four Beatitudes deal with inner character. Thelast four deal with
the outward expression of that character. Thefirst four deal withinner reality, thelast four reach out
and touch others. The fifth Beatitude (Blessed are the merciful...) provides us with a transition,
because it deals with both inner character and the outward manifestation of it.

A CONFESSION. | don't know whereto begin! ThisBeatitudeis so widein scope and so deepin
thought no one can fully grasp al theramificationsof it. | find myself agreeing with the writer who
confesses his own dilemmain trying to write about this verse Besatitude:

Thisis one of the greatest utterancesin all the Bible. It stretches over everything
elsein Scripture. Thetheme of purity of heart being necessary to see God isvast and
infinite and draws in amost every biblical thread [4: 119].

It will helptorecall spiritual conditionsat thetime Jesus spokethesewords. Religionwasa
major influence on thelives of the people of Israel inthefirst century. The most dominateinfluence
wasthat of the Pharisees, but they had moved religion along way from therevelation God had given
Israel through Moses.

Judaism by thistime had become oppressive and authoritative. The Phariseeshad misinterpreted the
Law of Moses and substituted for it a legalistic system that no one could keep. It left people
guilt-ridden and frustrated. They knew they were sin- ners and needed forgiveness. Their hearts
cried out for a Redeemer; but instead of a Saviour who would forgive their sins and set them free
from their guilt, they were given asystem that burdened them with rules and laws they could never
hope to keep. God had provided for their salvation through faith, but those who controlled their
religious life substituted a rigid legalism which made them more aware of their short comings,
without offering them genuine hope.

Their hearts cried out, "How can | see God?' They must have wondered, "How can | know God,;
how can | know that | know Him." The Pharisees had no answer for them. If the Pharisees offered
them no hope, they were not going to find it from the Sadducees, who controlled the Sanhedrin, but
did not believe in miracles, angels, or life after death. The office of High Priest was basically
political. Judaisminthat day created alot of questions, but offered no real answers. And they were
not going to find what they needed in any of the other religions of theworld. Would they, then, have
to continue in anxiety and frustration?

Nicodemusillustratesthisanxiety inthevisit with Jesus (John 3:1ff). If anyone could havefound an
answer in Judaism, surely Nicodemus should have. Luke (10:25) gives an account of another who
visited Jesus with the same questionin mind: "Behold, acertain lawyer stood up, and tempted him,
saying, Master, what shall | dotoinherit eternal life?" To paraphrase, they wereasking, "How can |
ever enter the Kingdom of God when | cannot keep His law?"’

That was the question most in the minds of the people sitting on that Galilean hillside as our Lord
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spoke that day. Jesus had an answer for them in the Beatitudes. Possibly, more than any other
Beatitude, this one gives us the answer. Jesus is the answer. God is absolutely righteous and any
person who has any hope of seeing God must stand before Him clothed in the righteousnessimputed
to him when he accepts Jesus Christ by faith. They should have known this "as David also
describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works'
(Rom. 4:6).

This question still burns in the hearts of men and women today. | will never forget a young man
named Timmy (not hisreal name). | wasastudent at Mississippi College, and onemorning | picked
up acopy of the Clarion Ledger (Jackson, MS) and saw the headlines about a carnival worker with
the State Fair who had beaten and strangled his girl friend to death the night before.

The girl was about seven months pregnant. but Timmy was not the father of the baby. He had
thought he could live with the fact that it was not his baby, but that night he was drinking and it
started bearing on his mind. 1n a drunken stupor he beat her and strangled her.

| ledaBSU (Baptist Student Union) trip to the Hinds County jail every week for nearly threeyears.
When | arrived thefollowing Thursday, thejailer told me areporter wasin maximum security trying
to interview Timmy, but histimewasup. | entered the outer area and heard the reporter badgering
him so that he could paint amore sensational picture of thisanimal behind the double set of bars. |
heard the reporter say, "You must think you are pretty tough, don't you; beat'n up a woman?"
Timmy's response was, "Y ou come behind these bars and I'll show you how tough | am." Not a
pleasant scene.

The reporter turned on me and demanded, "Who are you?' | answered and he fired back, "Where
areyou from?' | said, "Home," and looked him in the eye until he walked out. | could see the
negative publicity about these bleeding heart fromthe BSU at Mississippi College, so | decided not
to give him any more information.

| introduced myself to Timmy and spoke to the man in the next cell who had received Christ as
Savior on an earlier visit. | shared with Timmy God's message of salvation, but there was no
response. But, the first of the next week | was surprised to find along letter in my mail box from
Timmy. In theletter he said, "Johnny, | am trying to find God." The man in the cell next to him had
persuaded him to tone down his response to reporters and to listen to what | had to say. | wrote
back, assuring that God was trying to find him before he ever thought of trying to find God.

Onthe next visit Timmy told methat he wasa Catholic, and apriest had been to seehim. The priest
talked with him afew minutesand then said, "I will leave some pamphletsfor you to read and when
| come back in aweek, I'll ask you some questions about them." When he left Timmy asked the
jailer not to let him back in. That iswhen"Bob" convinced himto listen to me, and hewrote me his
letter in desperation.

| thank God that | could tell Him that he could find God by trusting Jesus Christ. | had the privilege
of visiting with Timmy ayear later at Parchman, where he was serving alife sentence. Hetold me
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then that if he ever got out he wanted to servethe Lord. | assured himthat he didn't need to wait for
yearsuntil hewas paroled to serve God. Where could there have been agreater need for awitness?
Now, let uslook at the Beatitude that tells us how we may see God.

THE PURE IN HEART. Who are the purein heart? The Greek word used here means pure,
clear, clean. To the Christian it suggests holiness. So, what Jesus is saying, is "Happy are the
holy..." ThisBeatitude isin the perfect place in the pattern we see in the Beatitudes.

Thefirst seven Beatitudes are carefully arranged by the Lord. Thefirst threelead up to thefourth, a
high plateau where onethirstsfor righteousness. Y ou beginin poverty of spirit; you mournover sin,
which leads to meekness. At that point you hunger for righteousness. God supplies His
righteousness, which issues forth in mercy (5th), purity of heart (6th), and the gift of peace making
(7th). Thefirst three lead to the fourth and next three flow out of it. There seems to be specific
parallel between the 1st and the 5th, the 2nd and the 6th, and the 3rd and the 7th. Note that:

# 1 - Poor in spirit reach out in mercy to others - #5
# 2 - If you mourn over sin, you desire apure heart - # 6
# 3 - They that are meek will seek to be peacemakers - # 7

While this pattern should not be pushed too far, it is obvious that God has carefully woven
these together in such away that they relate to each other. Asyou study them you seethat they are
interdependent upon each others, al in ageneral sense, but somein aspecific sense. We must not
pick and choose between the Beatitudes, but ask the Lord to make them all areality in our heart.

It has been suggested that there are two kinds of religionsin theworld, the religion of human
achievement and the religion of divine achievement [4: 125]. The world isfull of religions, but
Chrigtianity is not one of them. Christianity is not a religion, but a relationship, based on the
revelation of God'slovein sending His Son to die on the Cross that we might have new lifein Him.
In religion man seeks to appease a god, merit the favor of agod, or attain a divine nature through
works. One might make areligion of his efforts to see the true God through his own works.

In Christianity, God saves us by grace when we place our faith in His Son Who died for us on the
cross. Hedoesall the saving. Our partistotrust Him. Justificationisall of God. Sanctificationis
also the work of God in thelife of theindividual. So, no one can produce a pure heart.

How do wereceiveit, then? Thefirst step is poverty of spirit. The poor isspirit, mourn over their
sin and in mourning, they bow before the Lord in meekness for Him to teach and to mold them.
Those are the ones who hunger and thirst after righteousness; and when they were filled, then deal
mercifully with others. They are the purein heart.

The pure in heart abstain from sin and all that will impact their spirit in a negative way. Some
people abstain from certain sins, but they are not pure in heart. The pure in heart add positive
virtues. They not only stand against something, they stand for something. Furthermore, "Purity
includes not only the capacity to abstain from evil, but also the grace to refrain from the

27



self-righteous, pharisaical mentality that would excommunicate or consign to perdition those who
have not yet become pure” [3: 21].

THEY SHALL SEE GOD. They shall see God - not bye and bye, but here and now. "The pure
in heart see God progressively on earth. They see him in others, in history, in the unfolding of his
Word....To see God is the supreme good of human existence" [3: 21]. One day we will see God
perfectly. Weread in | John 3:2, "When he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him
asheis.” When Christ returns, according to Rev. 1:7, "Every eye shall see him, and they also which
pierced him." Thisisour blessed hopefor the future, but we do not haveto wait for the return of our
Christ to see God.

When | became pastor of Hillcrest Baptist Churchin Nederland, Texasin 1973, people asked meif |
knew Manley Beasley (now deceased), aformer pastor. Unfortunately, | did not. But inthe years
following | heard many incredible things about this godly man who walked with the Lord in
meekness and in power. The Lord had brought him back from the door of death more than once
before | ever heard him preach.

Manley Beasley preached at the Nationwide Pastor's Conference at Bellevue Baptist Church in
Memphisafew yearsage. He checked himself out of ahospital in Dallasagainst hisdoctor's orders.

Infact, the doctor said, "If you leave you are going to haveto find another doctor.” Manley said, "I
can find another doctor, but | have an opportunity to preach and | am going to Memphis.”

He came and preached. We were aware that he might not be with us very long. He died a few
monthslater. But, | will never forget something he said that day. Hesaid, "1 would walk athousand
miles to see God, but I wouldn't walk across the street to her a sermon about Him." Manley
Beasley's statement took my mind back to something | heard Leonard Ravenhill say in a taped
lecture. Hesaid, "Most people do not cometo church to see God. They cometo her asermon about
God. They don't cometo see God." Ask yourself, “Do | have that deep ayearning to see God?’

How many church members are willing to settle for a sermon about God? Some may even take
prideinthe fact that they do want to hear a sermon about God; they do not go to see or be seen. But
how many really expect to see God in our services? Do we have adeep yearning to see God? How
do we know that we have seen Him? Do others know when we have been with God? Following
Pentecost, when people " saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned
and ignorant men, they marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus’
(Acts 4:13).

When | was a student at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary my wife and | worshiped with
First Baptist for afew months. J. D. Grey was pastor. Y earslater | went to hear Dr. Grey preachin
revival meeting. When he stepped up to the pul pit he held up asmall plaque and asked the pastor to
attach it to the pul pit where every preacher who preached from that pulpit would seeit while hewas
preaching. It read, "We would see Jesus." He took one with him to every church he visited and
gave it to the pastor.

28



7. THE PEACEMAKERS

PEACE. Peaceisamajor themeof the Bible. Theword "peace” isused 429 timesin 400 versesin
the Bible. It begins with peace in the Garden of Eden (Genesis) and close with peace in eternity
(Revelation). TheFall brokethe peaceinthe Garden. Christ cameto earth and died on the Crossto
bring "peace on earth” (L uke 2:14) to those who accept Him by faith. To believersHeisthe"Prince
of Peace." He reigns with the Father in an eternal kingdom of peace. Those who accept Him as
Saviour and crown Him as Lord will know "the peace of God, which passeth all understanding”
(Phil. 4:7).

Peace is available to anyone through Jesus. Why, then, is there so little peace on earth? Two
reasons come to mind. First, Satan works to destroy the peace Christ offers. In the second place,
thereisthe disobedience of men. Lost people cannot find that peace aslong asthey reject the Lord.
Christians can only know that peace when they walk inthe Spirit. Thereislittle peacefor thecarna
believer.

THE PEACEMAKERS. Thisshould be the most popular of al the Beatitudes. These people
should not even offend the world. Everyone loves a peacemaker! The supernatural work of God
might be required to make one meek, or to produce purity, but anyone can get in on this one, any
where, anytime. United Nations has peacemakers, or peace keepers, are at work all over theMiddle
East, in Africa, and Bosniaright now. What could be so special about this Beatitude?

The peace Jesus has in mind cannot be produced by man. We are grateful for peace effortsin the
world. Through the effortsof peacemakersin international politics, countlesslives have been saved.

Because of these peacemakers we are now reducing our nuclear arsenal, and cutting back on
conventional weapons. Thisisgood. It isalso good when someone persuadestwo partieswho have
had problemsto "shake hands" and set aside their differences so that they can livewith troubleinthe
community. But Jesus has something more than that in mind.

In the first place, people do not usually persecute that kind of peacemaker (See the last two
Beatitudes). Inthe second place, being that kind of peacemaker will not cause them to be called the
children of God. They may be, but they may not be. The activity of the ones Jesus refers to here
will cause them to be called the children of God.

It must al so be stressed that one does not become thiskind of peacemaker by accident, or by hisown
genius or intuition. He beginsin poverty of spirit, he mourns over his spiritua condition until he
yields his life in meekness to the Lord. As he continues to grow he will become a peacemaker.
What is the greatest work of the peacemaker?

The peacemaker who will be called the child of God isthe one who hasfirst made, or found, peace
with the Lord in hisown life. Then he seeksto be a peacemaker between God and his fellow man.
In other words, a soul-winner. This person must also seek to be a peacemaker between man and
man. " Peaceisnot just stopping war; peaceis creating righteousness that brings enemiestogether in
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love" [McA: 137].

As noted earlier, the peacemaker should be welcomed by everyone. But when the peacemaker
begins hiswork it is amazing how many enemies he will make. In trying to make peace between
God and man, we cannot compromise the Scripture in reference to sin and its consequences. In
trying to make peace between man and man, we cannot compromise doctrine, or conviction that is
Bible-based. The peacemaker iscommitted to truth. Satan, thefathersof liars, isthe bitter enemy of
divine truth and he will unleash all the forces of hell to hinder, or prevent the work of the
peacemaker.

The Lord has promised to be with usin al things (Matt. 28:19-20). He has also promised victory
over Satan (James 4:7). Paul wrote, "And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet
shortly" (Rom 16:20).

AN ILLUSTRATION. When | first met a Christian attorney in Monroe, Louisiana, | asked him if
he knew my brother who isalso an attorney in Monroe. He assured me heknowshimwell. Hethen
proceeded to tell me something that illustrates how a Christian can be a peacemaker, aswell ashow
this might lead someone to call him achild of God. He said:

The first time | ever worked with Mike Sanders, | observed that he had a way of
defusing tension. When | get involved in a case | am very aggressive and that
sometimes createstension. Later | asked another lawyer if he had noticed how Mike
Sandershasaway of defusing tension. | said, "l wonder if MikeisaChristian. The
next time | have an opportunity I'm going to ask him.” The next time | saw Mikell
asked him and he told me that he is a Christian. Mike is a good lawyer and he
representshisclient well. | have found myself leaving him feeling especially good,
and then | ask myself why | feel so good: | just left $500.00 on his desk!

This man decided that Mike was a Christian because of the way of conducted himself in a
businesswhich frequently producestense situations. In other words, when he observed that hewasa
peacemaker, he identified him with Christ, the Prince of Peace.

There are people who profess to be Christians who do not give one this impression, either in the
work place, school, or the little league ball game. Even worse, they show little interest in being a
peacemaker in the church. Some of them want to be seen as peacemakers, but others perceive them
asinsincere and hypocritical. Many have been betrayed by one they trusted as afriend and caring
Christian, before they discovered their propensity for gossip.

Churches are going through some difficult timesin this country today. Some churchesare splitting,
pastors are being terminated, church business meetings in some churches regularly turn in to what
one pastor calls "atwo hour ride through ulcer gorge.” The church should be one place in this
world where people can find peace, but too often instead of peacemakers trying to preserve and
cultivate peace, trouble makers are keeping something stirred up that will destroy the fellowship.
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Envy, strife, and jealousy are often expressed in harsh words, critical comments, gossip, slander,
whispering, and insinuation.

We need Christians peacemakers who will go outside the church as peacemakers between God and
man. In other words, soul-winners. We also need members who are dedicated to making peace
withinthefellowship. But before many church membersservein either capacity (and they should be
doing both) they are going to have to repent, and mourn over their sin and over broken relationships
in their church, family, and community.

AN ILLUSTRATION. I really don't like the Chicago Bears. | respect them in someways; | just
don't like the team. | was touched by the movie, "Bryan's Song,” which featured the special
friendship between Gayle Sayers and Bryan Picolo. Sayers and Walter Payton were two of the
greatest running backsof all time. But when | think of the Chicago Bears| think of one position that
epitomizestheir brand of football. Middle linebacker. For years, that has meant Dick Butkus and
Mike Singletary. Dick Butkus may have beenthe greatest of al time. | loved to watch him play, but
now when | think of Dick Butkus | cannot help but think of all those years of beer commercials he
made with Bubba Smith. By the way, when Smith was saved, he became convicted about those
commercials and quit making them.

Now, for Mike Singletary. For years commentators praised him, and the more | heard, the less |
wanted to hear. Then oneday | watched as someoneinterviewed him, and | became aware of thefact
that there is some substance to the man. He really has some values and a perspective on life that
made me wonder if heisa Christian.

One more interview and | became a fan of Mike Singletary. In this interview he made it clear,
"What is most important in my life is my relationship with Jesus Christ." He was being praised as
one of the greats of the game, acan’t fail for the Hall of Fame. Speaking with conviction, Singletary
said, “Wedon't need celebrities. We need men who will stand up for what'sright and what'swrong -
not based on opinion, but truth, the absolute truth, theword of God. That isthe only truth thereis.”

8. PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE

WHAT STHAT??!1! Blessed are the persecuted? You mean after seven “Blessed are they's,”
thisishow | am to be blessed? The founding fathers had higher hopes for the citizens of America
than this. They guaranteed ustheright to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. And all Jesus
can promisethecitizens of HisKingdomis"Happy arethose who are persecuted?' That'stheway it
works. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness - they are going to be persecuted.
Not may be persecuted - will be. But don't forget, He says He will bless you even when you are
persecuted for righteousness sake.

PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Thisseemsat first to be out of character with the
first seven Beatitudes. But after careful study it makes sense: those who live by the Beatitudes will
be peacemakersand they will invite persecution. The Prince of Peace came "not to bring peace, but
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asword" (Matt. 10:34). The world harassed and persecuted Jesus, it killed ten of the twelve
Apostles and Paul, and savaged the early church. The Sermon on the Mount anticipates the
affliction of the saints. Jesus preached, "But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you" (Matt. 5:44).

What Jesus presentsin the Beatitudesisaportrait of thetrue believer, the character of the citizen of
the Kingdom of God. We cameto the Lord with abroken spirit, mourning over our sin. We haveto
do this to be saved, but we continue in these attitudes in our new life in Christ. We add to that
meekness, adesire for righteousness, and a commitment to be a peacemaker. When these attitude
becomes a reality, be ready for this one: "Blessed are they who have been persecuted for
righteousness sake."

Itiscritical that we understand that the first seven Beatitudes do not come by accident, nor do they
come with longevity, membership in a particular church, connection with the right people in the
church, or certain activity inthe church. The carnal believer will only know these attitudes, and the
blessings that accompany them, in a very limited way. The believer who walks with the Lord in
humility, submission, and loyalty will grow in both these attitudes and blessings. These attitudes put
one at odds with theworld. Theworld will not tolerate onewho is poor in spirit, becauseit isfilled
with pride, and honors those who promote themsel ves.

It scornsthose who mourn over sinfulness. It claims, for examples, that homosexuality issimply an
alternatelife style. Theworld cannot tolerate meekness; it honors high self-esteem and self-worth.
It cannot stand the peacemaker because the peace of God clasheswith the peace of theworld, just as
the prince of thisworld is at war with the Prince of Peace.

BLESSED ARE THEY. Who aretheblessed onesin verse 10? They arethe same oneswho are
called blessed in verses 3-9. They are the ones who are living out the Beatitudes. "To the degree
that you fulfill thefirst seven Beatitudes, you will experiencetheeighth” [4: 152]. How will they be
blessed? James provides the answer: "My brethren, count it al joy when ye fall into divers
temptations (Lit. trials). Knowing [this], that the trying of your faith worketh patience” (James
1:2-3).

In 1 Cor. 10:13, Paul mentions a blessing which should not be over looked: "There hath no
temptation taken you but such asis common to man: but God isfaithful, who will not suffer you to
be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make away to escape, that ye
may be ableto bear it" (italicsadded). We may substitute theword "trial" for temptation. Paul also
wrote: "And we know that all thingswork together for good to them that love God, to themwho are
the called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28).

THE PERSECUTION. If we live by the Beatitudes, we should be outstanding citizens, the
ultimate neighbors, and the best friendsin any community. We should be model parents, husbands
or wives, and children. Who would want to persecute or harass anyone like that? It's not fair! A
motivational speaker announced to hisaudience, "Thisisnot ajust world, itisjust aworld." Sounds
good, doesn't it? He was right about this not being ajust world, but wrong when he said itisjust a
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world. It isan thoroughly unjust world.

A pastor visited a Sunday School class taught by alocal attorney, a man who supported every
program of the church faithfully. The pastor was surprised to hear hisfriend and fellow laborer say,
"Christians are not persecuted in Americatoday.” Theteacher was possibly thinking of the torture
to which many were subjected in the first century, or in Communist countries in the twentieth
century. The pastor was thinking about the burden under which he had labored for many yearsin
that very church. He may have been thinking about his counseling ministry: the wife who was made
tofeel that her commitment to her Lord wasthe main problem in atroubled marriage. The business
man whose partner derided him because he wouldn't compromise his ethics. The student whose
peers harassed her because of her stand on moral issues.

It may not befair, and it may mot make sense, but those who hunger and thirst for righteousnesswill
be persecuted. Paul wrotein I Timothy 3:11 of persecutionsand afflictions "which came unto me at
Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions | endured: but out of them all the Lord de- livered
me." Moreto the point, hewent ontowritein 3:12, "Y ea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution.” Paul wrotein Galatians4:29, "But asthen hethat was born after theflesh
persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now."

Jesuswasthe most loving, gracious, peaceful Person who ever lived, yet He met with opposition and
persecution everywhere He went. Living by these principles brought persecution to Jesus. From
Abel to David, Paul to Martin Luther, John Bunyan to saints meeting in house churches in
Communist Chinatoday, it has always been the same. Human nature has never changed; and the
world isstill at enmity with God and His church. The righteousness of the saintsis one thing Satan
can not tolerate.

If you progress to the point that you hunger and thirst for righteousness, and become a peacemaker
you will be persecuted. Whenyou areidentified with Christ theworld will hateyou asit hatesHim.

"We will find that the sons of the flesh will always persecute the ones born of the Spirit. Livingin
direct opposition to Satan in hisworld and system will inevitably bring antagonism and persecution
from the people who do not respond to our message” [4: 153]. The Lord offers us encouragement:
“Weglory intribulationsalso: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience;
and experience, hope (Romans 5:3-4).

For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory (11 Cor. 4:17).

So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith
in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure (2 Thes. 1:4)

Some people seem to think that only foreign missionaries are persecuted. Some of them face
numerous danger, others may haveto relocate when the political climate changes, but for othersthe
greatest burden is separation from family and home. They receive an adequate salary and benefits
and look forward to agood retirement. When they are on furlough everybody wants to hear them.
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They arein demand for mission banquets, conventionsand conferences. When they retirefromthe
foreign mission field many find other areas of ser- vice, and enjoy the respect of Christianswherever
they go. One recently retired missionary said to achurch, "Don't worry about us, worry about your
pastor."

It might come as a shock to some church members, but there are hundreds of pastors who are
harassed, and whose families are brutalized by the people they are called to serve. Somebringiton
themselves by being insensitive, crude, and offensiveto members. Through their speech and actions
they invite opposition. That is unfortunate for both the pastor and the church.

Many, however, are called to a church and discover that many members simply to not respect
pastors. Otherswatch them like ahawk, ready to pounce at the slightest provoca- tion. Often times
the biggest problems stem from trivial issues, seldom isit theology or ministry. The pastor's wife
play the piano, or teach aparticular class. She suddenly discoversthere areladiesin the church who
refuse to speak to her, or worse, say harsh things to her and about her.

At thistime, both of my sonsareactiveinthelocal church, but many PK's (Preacher's Kids) drop out
of church when they finish high school and refuseto go at all. People wonder why. In some cases
they cannot get over the abuse to which their parentswere subjected in some church. 1nother cases,
those sons and daughters of pastors can truthfully say that the greatest hurt, or the greatest
humiliation of their life came from church members. They remember that to some people the
preacher'skidswerefair game. They even say cruel things about their parents where they know the
children will hear it. They want to inflict pain! Thank God, they are in the minority! But it still
hurts and some never get over it. My son heard awoman curse me when | refused to take Scripture
out of my wedding ceremony.

The young pastor is often in for a rude awakening when he preaches on the "wrong" sin, and
discovers that he does not have to worry about the world persecuting him. Some of the church
members will get him first! "Our pastor" has alot of courage when he takes a stand against the
lottery, but let him mention the bingo games at the high school Halloween carnival, or the raffle
tickets students are asked to sale. Heis supposed to preach against adultery and homosexuality, but
let him refuse to marry a member's son or daughter, no matter what the grounds are.

There are many churches with a good fellowship. Members study God's Word and make an
application of it in their daily life. The are committed to prayer and soul winners. They cultivate
New Testament fellowship intheir church. They must never takethat fellowship for granted. Satan
takesit seriously! Members must comeregularly to the Sermon on the Mount and drink deeply from
this well which will never run dry. Continue in the Word, in prayer and soul winning.

We should not be surprised if we are harassed when we live by the Beatitudes. If we are not
persecuted we know something iswrong. The answer isnot that the world has suddenly become a
kinder, gentler placefor Christians. Theworld will toleratealot of thereligion that paradesitself as
Christian. For years some televangelists have served up a steady diet self-esteem and positive
thinking. Others have paraded a long list of super-saints before the nation; usualy famous
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entertainers and athletes. Some of these have become very popular. Their records and books are
best sellers.

Why arethey not persecuted? Hasthe world changed? Was Jesuswrong? One writer reminds us.

Theissueis not that the world has changed. Theissue isthat we have changed the
standard of righteousness, and we have people who claim to be Christians who do
not live enough of a righteous life to give an honest definition of
Christianity--otherwise the systems they are engulfed in would spit them right out.
We think the world is just more tolerant, but the fact is, we may not be living
intolerant lives' [4: 155].

It is possible for one to profess to be a Christian and go through his entire life without even being
harassed. All he has to do is blend in with the crowd. Adopt the world's values, its music, and
movies, laugh at its jokes. In short, all he has to do is the opposite of Psalm 1:1, which says,
“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.” Don't tell people you are a Christian; don't tell
people they are lost and going to hell unless they repent. Avoid certain issues, or if you cannot
avoid them, compromise. Compromise. | can amost guarantee you that you can avoid persecution.

L ouisiana congressmen, Jm McCreary, and Jerry Huckaby, were forced to run for the same office
after redistrictingin 1992. They wereinvited, with other candidates, to speak at a Jewish templein
Shreveport. According to the Shreveport Times, they were al asked, "Do you believe you have to
believein Jesusto go to Heaven?' One congressmen reportedly said that he personally believed in
Jesus, but did not believe everyone had to believe in Him in order to go to heaven. The other
apparently said that he belonged to a particular church, but did not believe you would go to hell if
you did not believe in Jesus. Jesus can make some people very uncomfortable.

Truerighteousnesswill be met with persecution. Over acentury after Jesus preached the Sermon on

the Mount, aman was rebuked by Tertullian, one of the early church fathers, for some unchristian
businesspractices. Themanreplied, "l havetolive, don'tl." Tertullian asked, "Doyou?" [1: 106f].
Isyour life worth more than obedience to the Lord?

It is persecution for Christ's sake that Paul has in mind, and that is what the Lord intends in the
eighth Beatitude. "Itiseasy to develop a'martyr complex’ and feel that every timewefail to get our
way we are being persecuted. Such whining belittles church membersin the eyes of the world and
of one another. This Beatitude is for stout hearts and determined spirits' [3: 23]. It must be
remembered that "all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12).

A word of caution isin order. Jesus does not say that you will be blessed when you create a bad
situation and then have to suffer the consequences. The cause for which one suffersis the key.
Suppose a pastor is lamenting the fact that he has just left a church under a certain amount of
pressure. He says he believesin preaching the truth and they just couldn't take it. Y ou are aware
that the same thing has happened to him about six timesin the past twelve years. The issue might
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not be his righteousness.

The broken in spirit who mourn over sin, and bow in meekness before the Lord, will hunger and
thirst for righteousness. They will seek to bring others to God for His peace. If they do not
compromise, they will be persecuted. But even in their suffering they will be blessed.

9. REVILED, PERSECUTED, FALSELY ACCUSED

BLESSED ARE YOU. At first glance this might seem to be a continuation of the eighth
Beatitude (vs. 10). But upon closer examination, it becomes obviousthat it isa separate Beatitude.
The eighth ismore general - "Blessed arethey which are..." Theninthis specific - "Blessed areye
when..." Thelate Dr. H. Leo Eddleman once wrote, “The climax of blessednessisreached in this
ninth. 1t is more than the capacity to endure opposition to righteousness - it isthe ability to rejoice
even when men revile you and speak evil against you falsely for Jesus sake” [3: 24]. Itisnot only
specific, it is applicable to American Christian at we look contemplate life in the beginning of the
third Millennium. | have to agree with John MacArthur:

We are on the threshold of some daysunlike any we have seenin America. Wehave

been lollygagging around in the aftermath of the Second Great Awakening era, living

off therevivalsof the past and the benefits of their heritage, but that isfast coming to

an end. Not only is government acting against religion, but religion is also acting

against itself by proliferating al the cults, isms, schisms, frauds, and phonies [3:

167].

REVILED. Trueservantsof the Lord Jesus Christ must expect to bereviled. Perhapsthe greatest
hindrance to the spread of the Gospel in Americaisthefear of ridicule which paralyzesthe average
Christian. Simon Peter was afflicted with this fear during the early days of his ministry (Matt 26;
Acts 10; Gal. 2).

Pagans have aways mocked Christians. Lost people havereviled believers since Pentecost. Some
of the bitterest attacks have come from religious leaders. For more than a century Christians have
been mocked and reviled by anew enemy - those scientistswho reject Christ. Thosewho believein
evolution have been especially aggressivein their mockery of Christianity. They found aready ally
in many in the news mediaduring and following theinfamous Scopestrial in 1925. That trial led to
widespread acceptance of evolution in schools across America. Theologians began to adopt
compromise theories and reinterpreted the Book of Genesis. Thiswas amajor factor in leading us
into what Francis Shaeffer called the Post-Christian erain America.

There are new attacks today coming from a powerful enemy that is in league with the devil. For
most of the twentieth century Communism has used every force at its disposal in an effort to crush
all religion and establish a godless, classless state. Communism failed because it fostered a elite
ruling class, and abused the masses, and because it tried to suppress one of the strongest drivesin
human beings - that drive was created when God wrote Himself into the consciousness of every
person (Romans 1:19ff). But the danger isnot over. Pagan evolutionary humanism has given way
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to pagan evolutionary New Age Movements.

There are many groups and movements parading under the New Age umbrella. Each hasits own
agenda and some of them conflict with others. But among the things they hold in common is a
pantheistic, or monistic theology, and a hatred of Christ and Christianity, and a tolerance for
religions of the world.

Jmmy Furr, my brother-in-law, was a Regional Director for the Interfaith Witness Department of
the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board for twelve years. He and a co-worker once rented a
booth at a big New Age extravaganza in Florida. They began passing out New Testaments and
witnessing to people. They wereimmediately reviled and bitterly condemned for daring to witness
for Christ. They encourage aimost every kind of religious practice, including eastern mysticism,
channeling and all sorts of ungodly views and activities, but they cannot tolerate the Christian
Gospel. We can anticipate alot of opposition from these New Age movementsin thefutureastheir
influence continues to spread into education, politics, environment and religion.

Television mogul, Ted Turner, called Christianity “a religion for losers.” A leading television
producer has reportedly said the Christianity has failed America, and now he will give her his
religion. Wewill do well to anticipate greater opposition and persecution in the future, especially
when we take a stand against homosexuality, abortion, and other evils of our day.

PERSECUTE YOU. The ninth Beatitude makesthe persecution personal. Itisonethingto talk
about the horrible torture and slaughter of Christian in Rome during the first century, or to read
about heroes of thefaith in Foxxe's Book of Martyrs, but quite another thing to think about our own
persecution.

Paul writesin| Cor. 4.9, "For | think that God hath set forth usthe apostleslast, asit were appointed
to death: for we are made a spectacle unto theworld..." Isthistheway we see ourselvestoday? We
are not to be super saints, Who's Who in America, the stars of Christian talk shows? Paul saw
himself as marked for death. We must see ourselvesin the sameway. Weread in Matthew 16:24,
"Then said Jesusunto hisdisciples, If any manwill come after me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me."

When we live by the principles set forth in the Beatitudes, we will be persecuted. That is not
conjecture: itis Scripture, asaready seenin |l Timothy 3:12 (all that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution). Those who really want to avoid persecution can alwaysfind waysto doiit,
and they can rationalize enough to convince themselves they are faithful to the Lord.

ILLUSTRATION. The July/August, 1992, issue of Moody magazine carried an article about
Christian influence in Hollywood. According to the article there are anumber of Christiansin the
filmindustry; they avoid controversy, seek waysto influence theindustry in quiet ways, and support
each other. In the October, 1992 issue, under “Letters,” there is a letter to the editor from Loren
Regier of Chesterfield, Ind. responding to the article:
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Y es, effective witness has always been best served in arelational style, non-abrasive
in approach. . . but non-confrontational? Comeon! Wherein the Bibleisthe gospel
served with a cherry on top? The gospel by its very claimsisradical, direct, and
brings us face-to-face with our sin.

| have great concern with our "settle-in, snuggle-down" approach to Hollywood
evangelism. Christian insiders whisper terms like low-key, low-profile, and quiet
influence while Satan and his specia-interest groups lobby at full voice!

Why don't the Christian insiders pool their talents and start amovie company where
good morals are neither whispered nor censured? [Regier, Loren, Moody, Chicago,
Oct., 1992, p. 10].

SLANDER. "Blessed areye, when [men] shall ... say all manner of evil against youfalsely, for my
sake. No one wants to be reviled or persecuted, but it is particularly difficult when we are falsely
accused. Religiousleadersliedinan effort totry to persuade Pilate to have Jesus Crucified. Again,
they were religious who brought false charges against Paul before Felix (Acts 24).

Themorerighteousapersonis, the greater the dangersarethat hewill befalsely accused. Themore
courageous the stand one takes against sin, the greater the opposition will be from Satan and is
forces.

BLESSED ARE YOU. What arewetodoinlight of al the harassment, slander and persecution?

Rejoice! "Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great [is] your reward in heaven: for so persecuted
they the prophets which were beforeyou." We are to rejoice because (1) our reward in heaven is
great, and (2) the prophets before us were persecuted. Behind usisthe example of the prophets and
al themartyrs. Ahead of usisthe glorious promise of heaven and all itsrewards. Paul wrote, "For |
reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which
shall berevealed in us' (Rom. 8:18).

The promise given with the first Beatitude was the Kingdom of Heaven. Thelast oneisgivenwith
the same promise: great isyour reward in heaven. For abetter understanding of what that means,
read John 14:1-6 and Revelation 21 and 22.

YOU ARE SALT - YOU ARE LIGHT

Matthew 5:13-16

5:13- YE ARE. Therewere expressions one frequently heard ageneration ago, especialy in the
south, that reflect a Bible consciousness peopl e possessed in the Bible Belt. One of the expressions
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was, "He is the salt of the earth.” This was a high compliment for one who was both a good
neighbor and "down to earth.” Unfortunately, the words were usually taken out of context and
reflected little understanding of what the Lord had in mind.

We must determine who Jesus hasin mind first, and then what He means by the salt of the earth. In
thefirst place, He might have addressed this to al those who heard Him that day on the mountain
sidein Galilee. If that isthe case, He obviously means all believers, those present and those who
would believe in Him after that time (John 17:20). Certainly all believers should be the salt of the
earth, but many who profess to be Christians seem to have lost their saltiness.

Another possibility isthat while Jesusintends al believersto be the salt of the earth, the only ones
who wear the humble title, "the salt of the earth," are the ones who have applied the Beatitudes to
their lifein Christ. Only the poor in spirit, who mourn over sin, the meek who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, those who are merciful and purein heart who become peacemakersarereally the salt
of the earth. Paul portraysthem aswalking inthe Spirit, rather than in the flesh; spiritual rather than
carnal (Romans 8).

THE SALT OF THE EARTH. Salt wasavery precious commodity inthosedays. It had great
commercia and domestic value because of three essential properties, or uses. Salt was used to add
flavor to food, to preservefood, and for healing. Thosethree uses made salt essential to people - and
the metaphor applicable to Christians.

Christianswho apply the Beatitude principles daily serve these three functionsin theworld. First,
true believers add flavor to society, in the home, the church, on thejob, and in recreation. How do
they do this? By producing the fruit of the Spirit: "Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such thereisnolaw (Gal 5:22-23). | once asked the
manager of amanufacturing plant if he could tell adifference between Christiansand lost people on
thejob. Hesaid, "Absolutely. Y ou will have problemswith Christians, but you can sit down with
them and work out the problem much better than with lost people.”

It was discovered that during the most oppressive daysin the Soviet Union when Communism was
trying to destroy Christianity, that Baptistsin some placesin Russiawere often protected by Russian
commissars. They weregiven aquotaonthefarmor intheplant. They discovered that the Baptists
have a different work ethic from most workers. They were also more dependable because they
would show up on Monday ready to work while many workers either did not show up because of
"ilIness," or cameto with ahangover. Tofail to reach the quota meant serious consequencesto the
commissar so he would overlook the religious activities of these Baptists because they helped save
his job and possibly hislife.

The second property of salt was preservation. Without refrigeration and modern ways of preserving
food, salt was essential in preservation of food. When applied to believersthispointsto evangelism.

Beatitude type Christians are always conscious of |ost people around them, aswell asthelostness of
the lost people. They will seek their salvation. When one hears the glowing reports from great
crusades, he might feel that his humble witnessisnot that important. One of the greatest evangelists
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of all timeswas Dwight L. Moody. He was not the most polished, the best educated, or the most
articulate preacher. But two factors contributed to his success. Firgt, it is said that even though
thousands walked the isles during his crusades, he actually won more soulsto the Lord through his
daily personal witnessing than in the big crusades.

The second reason M oody was so successful is seenin the account of aministerial meetinginwhich
ministerstried to agree on an evangelist for aproposed revival. Anelderly pastor recommended and
held out for Moody. After alengthy discussion one young pastor said, "1 don't see that Dwight L.
Moody has any monopoly on the Holy Spirit!" The elderly pastor responded, "The point is not that
Dwight L. Moody hasamonopoly on the Holy Spirit. But, you see, the Holy Spirit hasamonopoly
on Dwight L. Moody."

The third property of salt that parallels the work of Christiansis that of healing. In our day, with
antibiotics and other medications, we may not be aware of the importance of salt in healing. An
alergist saysthat one of the best things you can do for allergy and sinus problemsisto irrigate the
sinuses with amild salt water solution. A man was bitten by a cotton-mouth moccasin early in the
twentieth century. Flesh decayed around the fang marks, leaving aholethat did not heal for weeks.
He carried salt with him and severa times each day he would take off his shoe and sprinkle saltin
the wound. There were no miracle drugs at that time.

There are many woundsin the hearts of some of our fellow believers. The merciful will respond to
them. Peacemakerswill reach out to them in the Holy Spirit and try to be an agent of healing. We
must be sensitive to those whose feelings have been bruised, those whose hearts have been crushed,
and minister to them as the Good Samaritan did to the injured man on the side of the road.

IF THE SALT HAVE LOST ITS SAVOR. We do not think of salt losing its flavor, but a
number of things can happen to salt to cause it to loseitsflavor and its value. For example, it can
become contaminated with other chemicalsto the point that it not only losesitsflavor, but may also
become harmful. It may be diluted with water to the point that it has very little value as a
preservative. The church that becomes ritualistic, lukewarm, or contaminated by the world is
powerless to add flavor, to preserve, or to heal.

CAST OUT. Itissaidthat some people baked bread in an outdoor oven which in some caseswas
insulated by having salt packed around it. After a period of time the heat would so effect the salt
that it would have to be re- placed. The old salt would be thrown onto the road in front of one's
house where it would be "trodden under foot of man."

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD - 5:14-16

5:14-YEARETHELIGHT OF THE WORLD. Lightiseven moreessential tolifeon earth
than salt. Light from the sun both lights and warmsthe solar system. In the Biblelight symbolizes
twothings: truth and righteousness - "just asits opposite, darkness, isafigure of ignoranceand sin”
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[3: 31]. John says of Jesus, "In him was life; and the life was the light of men" (John 1:4). Itis
interesting that only Jesus can say, "I am the light of the world,” yet He can also say, "Ye are the
light of theworld." That isbecause heisthe source of light; we only reflect thelight. If wereceive
the Light of the world we can no more keep from reflecting it than the moon can keep from
reflecting the light of the sun.

The believer cannot produce that light, he can only receiveit by grace through faith. Thelight he
receives continuesto diffusein ever widening circles. Itisreflected from theindividual (vs. 16) to
the house (vs. 15), and then to the city (14ff), and then to the world (143).

The Christian Life Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention publishestwo newsletterson a
monthly basis. "Light" isa Christian ethics and religious liberty publica-

tion mailed to pastors and other leaders. "Salt" isits Washington, D.C. newsletter printed to keep
pastors and denominational workersinformed about political issuesand social issues. The Christian
Life Commission seeksto help usto more effectively be the salt of the earth, the light of the world.
They also shows how Director Richard Land istrying to impact society as both salt and light for the
Lord.

A CITY SET ON A HILL CANNOT BE HID. A comforting fact on a dark night to weary
travelers and lonesome shepherds, from Jerusalem to Rome. But imagine what they would have
thought of thelighted skyline of amodern like Atlantaor Dallas! The street lightsare not turned on
to keep the city a secret, but to illuminate the city, both practically and aesthetically. The Christian
isgiven light that he might light up the world. He must not keep it a secret.

5:15- UNDER A BUSHEL. Inancient times people used asimple lamp with abowl they filled
with oliveoil. Since they did not have matches or lighters, they might shield the lamp to keep the
wind from blowing it out. But when they lighted the wick they set it on alamp- stand so that it
would give light to those in the house. The Christian should let his light shine, not cover it.

Unfortunately, many Christians have becomevery skilled at covering thelight. 1f you ask, they will
tell you they are Christians but their actions and their speech dispute the claim. Some of these
people servevery effectively in socia and civic organizations, but shy away from responsibilitiesin
the church. In 1975 someone wrote, "First-rate loyalties to second rate causes may well be the
divine Coroner's report on the death of mighty Americasomeday” [3: 32]. If hecould only see us
now! Every time you turn around it seems that someone is driving another nail in the coffin of
morality and decency. For thefirsttimeeverin America, inthe 1992 presidential election, millions
of Americans showed that moral issues did not matter to them. | am still amazed at how many
Christians do not see abortion as a serious issue.

Salt must loseitsidentity to provide flavor or to save meat from rotting. Light, on the other hand,
must be seen. Salt must touch, and become apart of, that whichitisto preserve. Light, by contrast,
does its work from a pedestal. The Christian must do the humble work of salt before he can be an
effectivelight for Christ. And if thereisone thing light does, it to call attention to its source. Too
many are ready to be put 'up front' where they can 'shine' but are not willing to go personally to a
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rescue mission, nursing home, or jail win the lost and minister to those in need.

How does one becomethe light of theworld? He must first become the salt of the earth! He not the
source of either salt or light. That which we receive from Jesus we must use for Him. Paul wrote,
"And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do al in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanksto God
and the Father by him" (Col. 3:17).

5:16 - LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE. You are not the source of the light, you cannot
generatethat light. Y ou can only reflect the light you receive from the Light of theWorld. But that
lightiscalled "your light" and you aretold to let it shine. The moon has no choicein reflecting the
light of the sun, but you and | are responsible for letting our light shine. We must consciously let
our light shine. In order to do that we must first know the Light of the World; we must know the
Lord, we must know His Word, and we must be filled daily with the Holy Spirit.

THAT THEY MAY SEE. The world needs to see the good work of Christian people. It has
been suggested that the reason many people do not go to church isthat they have been to church. It
isalso possiblethat the reason many people do not want to become a Christian isthat they have seen
alot of Christians. Sadly, there are times when socia and civic organizations show more concern
for those in need of food, shelter, clothing, and medical help than church members.

Every year we seetelethons, walkathons, races, concertsand door to door solicitationsfor those with
gpecial needs. Certain individuals, like Jerry Lewis, are closely identified with such causes. Itis
now the smart thing for entertainers to have a cause. It's good for business. It isinteresting that
beer companies often remind us of all the good things they do for people with some of the money
they make pushing the most abused drug in the country. | am not impressed by those who make
billions, destroy millions, and help hundreds.

Human good isgood for humanity and may be good for the person doing the good deed. But human
good is the best the unsaved person can do. Jesus expects much more of those who know Him as
Saviour and Lord. He may not receive any credit from human good but Heis glorified by spiritual
good. Every believer iseither walking in the flesh or in the spirit. The Christianwho iswalking in
the flesh is asincapable of producing spiritual good as the lost person. The believer who isfilled
with the Holy Spirit will bring glory to Christ through his works.

GLORIFY YOUR FATHER. InJohn 1:4-5, weread, "In him waslife; and the life was the light
of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not." Jesus let His
light shineonin the darknessand all the darknessin theworld could not put it out. He commands us
to let our light shine, not so people will recognize us, but that they will glorify the Father. If you are
involved in alot of service, or charity causes, you need to pause from time to time for a reality
check. Who getsthe most credit for your work? It isnot always easy to lose yourself in your work,
but the heavenly Father will not be glorified until you do just that.

TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS - 5:17-20
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5:17- THINK NOT. What you think isimportant. Itisessential for usto understand the point
Jesusis making in this passage. Verses 17-19 provide the backdrop for the stunning fact the Lord
revealsin verse 20.

TO DESTROY THELAW OR THE PROPHETS. Jesuswould be accused of breaking the
law and violating the message of the prophets, but those who think He came to destroy either must
stop thinking that way if they are to understand the meaning of true righteousness.

BUT TO FULFILL. InLuke4:14-21 we find Jesus reading from the Scripturein asynagogue. It
was His custom to go to the synagogue on the Sabbath Day. It was the custom in the synagogue to
begin with readings from both the law and the prophets. After standing to read a messianic
prophecy from Isaiah, Jesus sat down to teach the people. He shocked many in His audience when
He proclaimed, "...This day isthis scripture fulfilled in your ears" (Luke 4:21).

When Jesus changed water to wine at the wedding feast in Canaof Galilee (John 2), Hewas not just
showing off. Note that hetold servantsto fill six water pots with water and they filled them to the
brim. Thesewater potswere not used for drinking water, but "...after the manner of the purifying of
the Jews" (John 2:6). After they werefilled, Jesus ordered the servants " Draw out now, and bear
unto the governor of the feast" (John 2:8). He did not tell them dip from the six waterpots, but to
draw from the well (the word means to draw from a depth).

In the Gospel According to John we see that the miracles were given assigns. In this case, the six
water pots filled with water represent Judaism, which was far superior to all religions of the world
until that time. Now, Judaismisfilled to the brim, but it still needsto befulfilled. Only Jesuscould
fulfill Judaism. The number seven standsfor completion, or perfection. Jesustold themto draw out
now and bear to the governor of thefeast. Thiswater was changed to wine, but not the water in the
Six water pots. Thiswinewas superior to that which they had used when they began the feast, afact
which surprised the governor of the feast. Jesusfulfilled the law and the prophetsandin so doing He
givesusthat whichis perfect, or complete. No onewill ever haveto come along and fulfill the new
covenant in Jesus.

5:18 - FOR VERILY. Twenty-five timesin the Gospel of John Jesus says, "verily, verily, | say
unto you..." The word means "of atruth,” and when Jesus used it twice He was saying, "truly,
truly, | say unto you..." When Jesus uses this term He is about to make a statement of utmost
importance. Heaven and earth would pass away before God's law would.

ONEJOT ORONETITTLE. Ajotisthesmallest |etter inthe Hebrew al phabet (yodh). Itislike
an apostrophe (). The tittle is a very small stroke, or an extension or protrusion seen on several
Hebrew letters. Not even the smallest letter, or the smallest part of a letter, will pass away. No
essential part of divine law will be abolished, "till all be fulfilled.”

TILL ALL BEFULFILLED. God hasnot changed Hislaw, nor has He designated anyone elseto
changeit. Anarticlein aNovember 18, 1992 newspaper informs usthat amajor denomination has
changed their catechism to bring the church moreinlinewith society. Isthat not what iswrong with
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both the church and society today? They just made it officia! The church (Catholic and
non-Catholic) has been unofficially conforming to society for decades. What right does any
individual, church, or denomination have to change the law of God.

A letter to the editor of the Monroe, Louisianadaily paper (Nov. 18, 1992) revealsthe gloating of a
"pro-choice” (pro-death) woman who states that with the election of a pro-abortion president the
issue of abortionissettled. Sheistired of reading pro-lifeletterson the editorial page. Thewoman
wrote:

Since Clinton won amajority of thevotein Louisiana, | must assume that the majority of votersfeel
as| do. Maybe he won here because we are fed up with having your ultra-right, zeal ot philosophy
crammed down our throats. So, if you want to continue having tantrums on the subject of abortion,
go right ahead. Just know that all of us with the opposing point of views can now laugh when we
see your |etters.

Again, itisover! Thank God, Americaand the voters of Lousianafor Bill Clinton.
(Joyce Kirby, West Monroe, LA).

Itisover? Four inten votersin Americaelected Bill Clinton to the highest officeintheland. But if
he had received 100 per cent of the vote, theissuewould still not be over. God has spoken. Hislaw
will not be over "till heaven and earth passaway.” An atheistic evolutionary humanist, or amonistic
evolutionary New Ager might laugh today at the murder of 1.5 million unborn babies each year, but
that laughter will be replaced with "wailing and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 13:42).

Every person hasaworld view, and that world view isbased on some authority. The Christian must
base his world- view on the authority of God's Word. On what does the writer of the above letter
base her view? Evolution? Humanistic philosophy? Social science? A magjority vote? Or, isshe
her own authority? For the Christian, God's Word ishisauthority. Hislaw will never be abolished,
destroyed, or replaced with man'slaw. "For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven" (Psalm
119:89). You cannot break God's law, you only break yourself on it.

Jesus did not make this statement in avacuum. Heisdirecting it to thevery heart of theissuefor the
self- righteous religious leaders of the day. "It was comparitively easy for Jesusto tell the Jews he
had not come to destroy the law. It was not so easy to tell them he was going to destroy their false
conceptions of it" [3: 37]. To the Pharisee the law was primarily external; in reality, it isinternal
and spiritual. InJeremiah 31:33btheLord says: "l will put my law in their inward parts, and writeit
in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people."

5:19- WHOSOEVER... Inthisverse we have akey to true greatness. The scribes and Pharisees
accused Jesus of breakingtheLaw. Jesussaid, "All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that
observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not" (Matt. 23:3). The problem
is not with the Law, but with the Pharisees who "say and do not."

LEAST IN THE KINGDOM. These religious leaders made every effort to establish before the
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eyes of al Isragl their greatness in Judaism, and in the Kingdom of Heaven. It was beyond their
comprehension that God saw them as "least” in His kingdom. Or worse - not a part of it at all.
Warren Wiersby [Be Loyal, Victor Books, Wheaton, 111, 1989] writes:

It was the Pharisees who were destroying the Law. By their traditions, they robbed

the people of the Word of God; by their hypocritical lives, they disobeyed the very

Law that they claimed to protect. The Phariseesthought they were conserving God's

Word, when in reality they were preserving God's Word: embalming it so that it no

longer had life! Their rejection of Christ when He came to earth proved that the

inner truth of the Law had not penetrated their hearts [6: 39].
DO AND TEACH. Our ministry is of the New Covenant (I1 Cor. 3). At the sametimethereisa
ministry of the Law (I Tim. 1:9ff) that isin no way in conflict with God's grace. Nine of the Ten
Commandments are repeated in the New Testament. The exception is Sabbath observance, but Jesus
did not set aside Sabbath observance as He did diatary prohibitions.

Rather than abolishing the Law asthe Pharisees claimed, Jesus taught Hisfollowersto do and teach
it. Hisview of the Law was not inferior to theirs, but vastly superior.

CALLED GREAT IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. The Pharisees wanted to be seen as
great in the Kingdom of God. They boasted of the Law, but Jesus said they "Say and do not."
According to the Lord, those who will be called great in the Kingdom are the ones who "do and
say." A note of warning should be sounded here. The person who hasan inner desireto be greater
that othersin the Kingdom of God has already blown it! Jesus was very clear on this subject. In
Mark 10:42, He said:

But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are
accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones
exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will
be great among you, shall be your minister: And whosoever of you will be the
chiefest, shall be servant of all.

Jesus al so demonstrated the attitude He expects of uswhen he washed the feet of thedisciples. "If |
then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye al so ought to wash one another'sfeet. For |
have given you an example, that ye should do as | have doneto you" (John 13:14-15).

5:20 - FOR | SAY UNTO YOU. When | was a student at New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary, my wife, Becky, and | went to hear R. G. Lee preach at achurch inthearea. During my
youth we worshipped in amission church and our services were over each Sunday morning intime
for usto get home and see and hear Dr. Leeon TV. | had heard him many timesin person and was
looking forward to the service.

While we waited for the service to begin | observed the sign above the baptistry: GOD SAID IT, |

BELIEVEIT, AND THAT SETTLESIT. That was apopular saying with alot of preachers at the
time. | wasimpressed with it until | began to think about it. Then | realized that when God saysit,
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it is settled - for now and forever. | believe Him and rgjoice in His Word, but when God speaks,
truthisestablished. Itisnot enoughto say, God said it becauseitistrue. Itistrue because God said
it.

EXCEPT YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS EXCEED THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE
SCRIBESAND PHARISEES. Tomost peoplein Hisaudiencethat day the scribesand Pharisees
were the very epitome of righteousness. After al, isnot that what the scribes and Pharisees taught
them? But while they tithed even the herb that grew around their front door, they forgot the
weightier matters of justice and compassion. Pharisee means separatist. Their exclusivismwasthe
result of anationalistic, unspiritual understanding and application of theMosaic Law. For example,
at the Temple they designated an outer court for Gentiles, but would not allow them to go beyond
the wall of separation (under penalty of death).

The scribes were teachers who had misinterpreted the law, and then proceeded to teach others the
error. They held tenaciously to itsritual, but missed itssignificancefor humanity. Onewriter says.

The scribes and Pharisees kept the hull and threw the peanut away. The shell was
everything to them. When Jesus tried to open the shell so they could see the real
kernel, they rated him a "modernist.” He and the disciple were a threat to the
traditions of the fathers and must therefore be done away with [HLE, p. 41-42].

YE SHALL IN NO CASE ENTER... Fromthefirst word of Beatitudes, Jesus has been moving
toward this high water mark of the Gospel. "Except your righteousness shall exceed the
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven." To
miss this point would be to miss a major theme of the Sermon on the Mount. Thisisakey to the
interpretation of the Sermon.

These words had to be both very disturbing and very refreshing to those who listened to Jesus. It
was very disturbing to those who were trying to produce the kind of righteousness produced by the
scribesand Pharisees. But it brought afresh ray of hopeto those sought the righteousness of God by
grace. According to the Bible, man must be clothed in righteousness to stand before God. Manis
totally incapable of producing righteousness, his highest attempt seen as no more than filthy rags.
But thereisaway to receivethisrighteousness. In Romansthe Lord revealsthat thisrighteousness
isimputed unto each person who receives Jesus Christ by grace through faith. Paul wasinspired to
write in Romans.3:21-23:

But now the righteousness of God without the law ismanifested, being witnessed by
the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus
Christ unto all and upon all themthat believe: for thereisno difference: For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God (3:21-23).

For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him
for righteousness. Now to him that worketh isthe reward not reckoned of grace, but
of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly,
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hisfaith is counted for righteousness (4:3-5).

According to Paul in the Book of Romans, the righteousness of our Lord is imputed unto
each person who accepts Him by grace through faith. At thispoint (Justification) God givesthe new
Christian His Spirit. In other words, the Holy Spirit indwellsthe heart of each believer. From that
point the Holy Spirit seeks daily, continually, to produce righteouness in the life of the believer
(Sanctification).

The outward display of religiosity could not produce righteousnessin the Pharisees and scribes, or
anyone else. Many who heard Jesus that day were in awe of these religious leaders. It must have
been ashock to hear Him say that unlesstheir righteousness exceeded that righteousnessthey would
never seethe Kingdom of Heaven. But those who believed Him must have been excited by the hope
of the true righteousness which is imputed to each believer.

TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESSIN EVERY DAY LIFE, 5:21-48

Jesus took six Old Testament laws and interpreted them in light of the New Covenant of
grace. The Law was over 1250 years old when Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount. In one
sense Jesus was making fundamental changesinthe Law. Inreality, it would be more appropriate to
say that He saw in these laws what no prophet, priest, or scribe had ever seen before. These
principles had always existed, but their teachers had focused on behavior up until Jesustime. He
dealt with attitudes, focusing on what apersonis. They focused on what he does. He enablesusto
see that what a person does issues from what heis.

Jesus uses these six problems of moral conduct to show how the true righteousness of God
contrasts with the pseudo-righteousness of the Pharisees. They concentrated on actionsor behavior;
Jesus on the attitudes of the heart. True inner righteousness seeks to eradicate sin where it is
conceived, in the heart.

1. MURDER, 5:21-26.

5:21 - YE HAVE HEARD. They had rightly heard the Word of God knew the law. Their
teachers taught them by quoting the Law of Moses, earlier scribes, and a host of written laws of
Judaism. They had heard, and knew that God forbids murder. Now Jesus will change forever the
way people look at this commandment.

THOU SHALT NOT KILL. Thisisthe sixth commandment, Exodus 20:13. Theworld needsto
take afresh look at this commandment. IN many placesin the world, people place little value on
human life. In a number of places in Africa people are starving, or dying of diseases related to
malnutrition. Their neighbors are fighting to keep other countries, and concerned groups from
getting food to them.
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Some Middle East countries have exported murder for political, racial, and religious reasons.
Saddam Hussein has slaughtered masses within his borders and exported murder, rape, and looting
to Kuwait. Genocide against the Kurds has been carried out under the eyes of the world.

Israel rightly keeps the Holocaust before the world community. Unfortunately, we seem to have
forgotten the slaughter of millions of non-Jews by Hitler, and the mass murder of possibly 40 - 60
million people by Joseph Stalin. Millions have been slain in Red China.

In America, gang violence has reached epidemic proportions in many cities. Drive-by shootings
have millions living behind locked doors and barred windows. Criminas, young and old, kill
without remorse. Circuit riding abortionists, killersfor hire, rush from one abortion clinic to another
to slaughter the unborn. And awoman from the Bible Belt laughs at those who would stop these
barbaric acts? What isnext, euthanasia? The new-born babieswith birth defects? One doctor has
been labeled "Dr. Death" because of his efforts to help terminally ill persons take their own life.

IN DANGER OF THE JUDGMENT. Lifeisour most precious possession. Itisagift from God,
anditissacred. God sought to protect the life He gives by decreeing harsh punishment for murder.
Henot only introduced capital punishment to Israel, He expected them to carry out the sentence. No
person is permitted to commit murder in retaliation for amurder. The state, however, isauthorized
to execute a cold-blooded murderer to protect others from him.

Thejudgment isthe lower court for minor offencesin the days of Moses. Of course, we must never
forget that the guilty person will also stand before Christ aswe seein Il Cor. 5:10:

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may
receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be
good or bad.

5:22-BUT | SAY UNTO YOU. Hesaid, "Y ehave heard that it was said by them of old time..."
That is, the Mosaic Law given to Moses 12-14 centuries earlier. Until that day, it was the highest
standard for moral conduct theworld had ever seen. Throughout those centuries God had given His
people glimpses of the depth of His Law through the prophets, but now Jesusis pulling back the veil
to reveal the spiritual character of the Law.

"But | say unto you" hasthetone of alawgiver rather that aconveyer, or interpreter of thelaw. The
scribes did not teach with authority, but quoted earlier teachers. Jesus shocked the crowd by
speaking on His own authority. "The pronoun'l' is given extraordinary prominence in Matthew's
language, showing that Jesus boldly set his authority above that of Moses" [3: 44].

The Epistle to the Hebrews magnifies the superiority of the New Covenant over the Old, and the
spiritual nature of our relationship with God over ritualism. It also proclaims the Preeminence of
His High Priesthood over that of the Old Covenant. When Jesus speaks Heisjustified in speaking
with authority. On Hisown authority Hewill bring thiswell known commandment under the New
Covenant and expand our understanding of it.
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WHOSOEVER ISANGRY WITH HISBROTHER. Murder beginsintheheart. Theword for
angry here is the word from which we get the word "orgy," and points to fits of temper. Many
murders are called crimes of passion, the actions of a hotheaded person. The Lord reveals three
phases of inner attitude which can lead to murder. Thefirst is anger; the second, scorn; the third,
personal insult. When one'sfeelingstoward another proceeds along these linesthereisadanger that
hewill commit actual murder. The best placeto deal with murder isinthe heart, and the best timeis
when anger arises. It is better to arrest murder in the heart than a murderer on the street.

Earlier manuscripts do not contain thewords " without acause.” Wiersbe notesthat "Jesus did not
say that anger leadsto murder; He said that anger ismurder” [6: 37]. Thereisaholy anger against
sin (Eph. 4:26), or righteous indignation which is not sinful. But Jesus is talking about unholy
anger against a person.

The word used points to a settled anger, or malice, that is nurtured in the heart. The angry person
broods over some issue in order to keep his anger hot. He refusesto let it cool down. No oneis
justified in saying that this applies only to fellow Christians. We must see al as potential brothers
and sistersin Christ.

RACA. The second phaseis expressed here, an attitude of scorn. Whether one calls his brother a
name to his face, or keeps the scorn festering inside, he has moved to a new phase in his inner
attitude. He is now in greater danger now than before. So is his brother! Name-calling often
follows close behind anger.

Theattitude hereisapride perhaps akin to intellectual snobbishness resulting in calling a supposed
inferior "Raca." Theword in Old Testament Hebrew and Jesus Aramaic meansempty. "Raca’ was
probably like "empty-head,” "blockhead,” "stupid!" [3: 46].

When anger begins to vent itself feelings become more intensified. The danger increases
correspondingly. Heisnow "in danger of the council.” Thisisthe Sanhedrin which dealt with more
serious offenses. So, both the sin and the danger in judgment are escalating.

THOU FOOL. The New Testament word for fool is"mora," from which we get our word "Moron."

In the Old Testament theword "fool" usually denotesamoral fool; awicked person. Thefirst was
an attack on one'sintelligence, the second on his character. Thisisthethird phasein the attitude of
the heart that may lead to murder. First therewasanger, then scorn, and now personal insult. Anger
wasthefirst step and that placed onein danger of the judgment, or thelower court. Thiscould lead
to death by the sword. Scorn shows that the feelings have intensified, and with it the danger of the
higher court, or the Sanhedrin. This could mean death by stoning.

When anger has reached the boiling point, there is a good possibility that it will break out
somewhere. Personal insult may follow, and that often leadsto violence. Thisputsonein danger of
hell fire. Jesustook hell seriously enoughtowarn us, "Andif thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: itis
better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyesto be cast into
hell fire: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched" (Mark 9:47-48).
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"Hell fire" isfrom the Greek Gehenna (the Valley of Hinnon), afamous garbage dump. Dry garbage
was added daily, keeping thefire burning continuously. It also contained old, or wet garbagewhich
has been described as seething with indescribable worms. We would do well to follow Jesusin our
thinking about hell. The old time evangelistswereright when they said, "Y ou missalot of thingsin
going to heaven, but one of them is hell."

Thismay bring up another question. Doesthe Biblenot say "Beyeangry and sin not?' (Eph. 4:26).
"The'Beyeangry" is not acommand but a conditional imperative: 'If you become angry, be sure
you do not sin" [3: 48].

5:23-26 - Urgency of Reconciliation Stressed With Two Illustrations.

5:23-24 - Remember that this follows closely the discussion of murder and judgment. Blomberg
has written:

Jesus listenerstherefore urgently need to escape thisjudgment by dealing decisively
with sin.  Jesus drives home his point with two dramatic illustrations. First, he
envisages a worshiper who is called to place interpersonal reconciliation above
correct ritual [2: 107].

Thereisno guarantee that the other person will be open to areconciliation, but we must do our part
to bring it to pass. Romans 12:18 is helpful: "If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live
peaceably with all men."

Maintaining aright relationship with othersis essential to worship. Worship isone of the highest,
and holiest functions in the life of a Christian. True worship cannot be entered into lightly and
broken rel ationships hinder, or even prevent worship. "Has something against you" (NIV) implies
that this must be ajust claim.

Next Sunday when we prepare to worship, if we remember that abrother has something against us,
we should leave our tithes and offerings and go out and seek a reconciliation and then come back
and give our tithes and offerings. A lot of churcheswould be emptied for awhileif al our people
took this serioudly. But before long they might be overflowing!

5:25-26 - The second illustration on the urgency of seeking areconciliation with anyone who might
have something against usis portrayed in an out-of-court settlement between two litigants. There
are practical reasons why we should seek a reconciliation while there is an opportunity. Thisis
especially applicable in this day when people often sue each other over frivolousissues. An early
reconciliation may prevent ahardening of hearts on one side or the other by any delay. Delays may
be costly, and may open the door to new problems aslitigants seek an advantage over the other side.
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But thereisaspiritual aspect that must not be over looked. Until the believer has done everything
he can to bring about a reconciliation with the other party, he will have some serious spiritual
problems. Hisspiritual growth isarrested because the broken relationship will hinder hisprayer life
and prevent worship.

2. ADULTERY, 5:27-30

5:27- YEHAVE HEARD. Hewill follow the same pattern in dealing with all six of the moral
issues as He contrasts true righteousness with the pseudo- righteous of the religious leaders of the
day. They focused on outward conduct, Jesus on the inner attitude from which the action springs.

BY THEM OF OLD. They knew the seventh commandment. Whether we think of the Ten
Commandments (Decal ogue) or the entire Mosaic Law, we arelooking at God'slaw, and God's law
isgood. Thereis nothing wrong with the Law, and Jesus did not abolish it. He fulfilled it. He
taught us how we should honor the law. No one had ever seen the true mean- ing of the Law before
Jesus pulled back the veil and shed Hislight on it.

Therewas aproblem, however. The scribestaught by quoting earlier teachers, and by appealing to
oral traditions and written opinions on the Law, rather than going back to the original source astheir
authority. Thisisthe reason the people were so astonished when Jesus did not begin each point by
saying, "Rabbi Ben Ezra said thus and so..."

Visit aseminary library and spend alittle time with the laws of Judaism and you will find many of
themto berigid, legalistic, and some even absurd. Thesereligiousleadersfanatically boasted, "We
be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man..." (John 8:33). But they made
themselves slaves to the letter of the Law and shackled the people with narrow rules no one could
hope to keep.

THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY. In Exodus 20 we are given ten principles that
serveasabasisfor morality. Thefirst four deal with our relationship with God, the last six with our
relationship with others. After giving usthe Ten Commandmentsthe Lord interpreted them for us.
M oses recorded His commentary on them in what we call the Mosaic Law.

We do not have to ask if God distinguished between adultery and fornication, or if He included
homosexuality in the seventh commandment. Read the Levitical Law and you will see that God
forbids any behavior which violates His plan for sex between a husband and wife. He prohibits
immorality in any form it may take, whether pre-marital, extra-marital, incest, or homosexuality.
God isthe author of sex, and Hefully expectsthe sex drive to be fulfilled between man and woman
in marriage. Any behavior which violates His purposeis sin.

Homosexuality is not an aternate life style: it is an abomination to God. When Isragl was a
theocratic kingdom the penalty was death. There were other forms of immorality for which God
demanded the death penalty, but at this point it is sufficient to state that the Lord took moral purity
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seriously and detested all forms of immorality.

It isatestimony to the moral decline of post-Christian Americawhen that which God despises and
forbids is served up nightly as entertainment. The entertainment industry (music, movies, and
television) makes billions peddling filth and polluting the minds and hearts of our children. Itis
also atestimony to the state of Christianity when you see mothers and grandmotherswho professto
be Christians sitting in the den with their children, all eyesglued to TV as soap operas excite them
with the garbage of sexual indecency. Fathersarejust as guilty.

5:28-BUT | SAY. Thisistheshocker! Their teachersalways quoted "them of old." Now Jesus
boldly says, "But | say unto you..." They were astonished (7:28) because He spoke with authority
(7:29). Heis co- existent, co-eterna with the heavenly Father, the uncaused cause of everything.
He created us, sustains us, and died on the Crossfor us. He taught with authority because Heisthe
Authority!

WHOSOEVER. What He hasto say appliesto everyone; the Jews, their teachers, Gentiles, rich,
poor, wise and foolish. Thisappliesto pastors, deacons, and other church leaders. 1t aso appliesto
televangelists. Some who have fallen may have fallen because they were charlatans all along and
they finally got caught. But othersmay havefallen because they thought they had reached the point,
because of their position, their family, or possibly their age, that they did not have to worry about
temptation.

LOOKETH ON A WOMAN TO LUST AFTER HER. Why did Jesus caution men about
looking at awoman? May women not look at aman to lust after him? The answer isyes. Shemay.
But man is far more likely to lust because of alook than a woman is. It was not necessary to
addressthe responsibility of women at this point because what He said would apply to anyone, male
or female.

Women dressed pretty much the samein those days, which isto say they dressed modestly. Y oung
girlstoday grow up with commercials about sexy jeans, shorts, swim wear, and tennis shoes. They
aretold through music and moviesthat they should try for the sexy look, drive asexy car, have sexy
friends. All this seemsto suggest to her that the only way she can attract the attention of the right
guy isto look and act sexy. | cannot help but wonder why some Christian fathers do not put their
foot down and say, "If you find aboy who can only be attracted to agirl through immodest dress and
speech, you had better stay away from him. Heisnot normal." Fromthetimeaboy isthirteen years
old he does not need to be stimul ated, he needs to be encouraged to bring his sexual drive under the
control of the Holy Spirit.

If Jesus preached this sermon today, He might have alot to say about women who dress, speak, or
otherwise control themselvesin such away asto invite men to lust after them. If awoman causesa
man to lust after her sheis as guilty as he. But he addresses men, because before the "pill" and
legalized abortionsthey were usually the aggressors. Today, parents and teacherstell usthat many
girls are more agressive than boys, and that they start at avery early age.
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Jesus did not say that it isasin to look at awoman. Hesaid it isasinto look on awoman to lust
after her. Some old-time evangelists said, "Y ou cannot help the first look, it isthe second look that
becomes lust." That may, or may not, be true. Animmoral person may well lust with the second
look, while another may not. When there isatemp- tation to lust, that isthetimeto ask the Lord to
deliver you from temptation.

COMMITTED ADULTERY ...IN THE HEART. Theplaceto deal with adultery isinthe heart.
The time to deal with it isthe moment of temptation. One might ask, why isit asin to lust in the
heart if the act of adultery isnever carried out. Who doesit hurt? It hurts the person who lusts. It
has amajor impact on aChristian because sin grievesthe Holy Spirit and Paul tellsusto "grieve not
the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption” (Eph. 4:30).

No one else may be aware of the fact that a man (or youth) is lusting after a woman at school, at
work, at the park, or even at church. But God knows! And the person who harborslust in his heart
may soon take some action to seeif he will get aresponse from the woman for whom helusts. In
other words, adultery in the heart may soon become adultery in the body.

Sexual immorality is wrecking homes and destroying lives across Americatoday as never before.
The seeds of sin sown today are going to bring a harvest of grief for generations to come - if the
Lord delaysHisreturnthat long. Many are already reaping aharvest of syphilis, gonorrhea, herpes,
HIV,and AIDS. Weare paying aterrible pricein broken homes, abused children, aching hearts, and
amultitude of social and mental health problems.

Politicians, scientists, and social scientists are trying to find an answer to the AIDS problem. As
scientists search for a solution in the lab, politicians and social activists are urging "safe sex" and
pleading for sex education classesin schools. Abstinence apart from marriageisafar better solution
than safe sex. Sex education coursesthat prohibit any referenceto God, or evento morality, may do
more harm than good.

A study of the doctrines of Creation, Redemption, Sanctification, and the Sovereignty of God would
beinvaluablein dealing with theseissues. Onemay readily seethe value of astudy of Redemption,
Sanctification, and Sovereignty, but not understand the how the Doctrine of Creation would effect
thisissue. If you want to sell people onimmorality, first sell them on evolution. 1f youwant to sell
them on abortion, sell them on evolution. If you want to sell them on homosexuality, sell them on
evolution. If you want to sell them on euthanasia, first sell them on evolution.

Convince peoplethat they do not owetheir lifeto God and that they are not accountableto Him and
most restraints on such behavior areremoved. Atheistic evolutionary Humanism seesthe universe
as self existent, and the greatest threat to the planet as overpopulation. How can you prevent
overpopulation? Birth control, abortion, homosexuality, and euthanasiaare afew ways. Monistic
evolutionary New Age movements have practically the same agenda. They just add a religious
element to it (Monism or Pantheism).

We must teach our children that God created us and claims|ordship over usby right of creation. He
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sent His Sonto die for usand if we accept Jesus Christ by faith we accept His sovereignty over our
lives.

IFTHY RIGHT EYE. Sincetheeyeisinvolved inlooking "onawoman to lust after her,” thisis
wherethe citizen of the Kingdom of God begins. The speechisfigurative, but the meaningisclear.
Thetimeto deal with adultery iswhen thetemptation arises. Do not wait for it to becomelust inthe
heart. If thelook has produced lust in the heart, then confessthe sin - deal withitinthe heart. That
isfar better than having to deal with it after lives have been crushed by an adulterous relationship.

PLUCK IT OUT. Thisisradical, but rather than dwell on how radical theremedy is, let usfirst see
how serious the offense is. What Jesus is saying here is that adultery is a grave sin and when
temptation comes, one must act quickly and decisively to avoid the temptation. In some cases
radical treatment isthe only solution. Avoiding the temptation to commit adultery may mean giving
upa"good friend,” changing jobs, moving from aneighborhood or city, finding new friends, or new
interests. But one must act quickly and decisively, just as one would have a malignant tumor
removed as quickly as possible.

PROFITABLE FOR THEE. Inredlity, it would be better to |ose one eye than to have the whole
body cast into hell. We read in Revelation 21:8, "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and al liars, shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which isthe second death.” Immorality
isserious and so are the consequences. The action one must take to avoid temptation should reflect
his awareness of the sin and its consequences.

CAST INTOHELL. Theword for hell hereis Gehenna, not Hades, the place of the departed dead
or therealm of thedead. Gehenna, the valley outside Jerusalem where refuse was burned was used
by Jesus to refer to the place of eternal punishment.

5:30 - IF THY RIGHT HAND OFFEND THEE. The hand may have been mentioned here
because the sense of touch can easily become a source of temptation to commit adultery. The same
principle applies here as in verse 29. Quick and decisive action must be taken to avoid the
temptation to commit immoral acts.

3. DIVORCE, 5:31-32.
5:31 - WHOSOEVER SHALL PUT AWAY HISWIFE. The homeisthefirst institution the
Lord gave Hiscreation. Marriage is God's gift to men and women and the marriage vow is sacred.
When Adam saw Eve he said, "This[is] now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be
called Woman, because she was taken out of Man" (Gen. 2:23). A special relationship exists
between a husband and wife, especialy if they are children of God.

Jesus addresses the husband because the law permitted the husband to divorce hiswife, but did not
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permit thewifethe sameprivilege. Also, the divorced woman might find herself at the mercy of the
world. Throughout her life she was identified with three men; first, her father (or brother if her
father was dead), then her husband, and if widowed, her son. A divorced woman in that day would
be hard pressed to make aliving. Some of them resorted to prostitution.

Before criticizing Judaism, remember that Paul often found Gentile women in synagogues outside
Palestine. Some were proselytes to Judaism and others were there looking for respect and dignity
they would not find in pagan religions, some of which werefertility cultsthat might require young
women to serve as temple prostitutes. Jesus Christ brought new dignity and hope to women.

WRITING OF DIVORCEMENT. Theliberal scribesinterpreted law to mean that a man could
divorce hiswifefor any reason. |f shedid not please him, he could give her awrit of divorcement
and send her back to her father. The conservative scribesinsisted that adultery wasthe only grounds
for divorce.

Our authority on divorce is God's Word. Society may be changing, politics may change, social
scientists may change, but God'sworld ischangeless (Isaiah 40:8). Thefamily isin serioustrouble
in Americatoday. Failurein marriageisapproaching fifty percent, and while most wives are better
prepared for a job or career today, many are still victimized by divorce. Divorce still has a
devastating effect on children. The church must teach people what God's Word has to say about
marriage and divorce.

5:32-BUT | SAY. Onceagain, we see the contrast between the true righteousness of Christ and
the pseudo-righteousness of the Phariseesand scribes. Jesus continuesthe sameformula, "Y ou have
heard...but | say..."

SAVING FOR...FORNICATION. Jesuspermitted divorcefor onereason - marital infidelity. He
did not require divorce when one's spouse was unfaithful, but He did permit it. Hedid not permit it
on the grounds of mental cruelty or incompatibility. The Lord places avalue on marriage. People
often give flimsy excusesfor divorce. Up until the last generation, it was usually the husband who
walked out on his family because he didn't want to be tied down. Today, many wives are walking
off and leaving their husbands and children with a casual, "I just don't want to be married."
Formerly, the wife sought help and the husband usually resisted. Today it is often the other way
around.

In the beginning God made no provision for divorce. None was needed before the Fall, but that
changed everything. Hisadding aprovision had nothing to do with His adopting alower standard
for marriage. He gave man theright to divorce Hiswife because of the hardness of hisheart. Jesus
amplifies His teachings in Matthew 19:8:

He saith unto them, M oses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put
away your wives. but from the beginning it was not so. And | say unto you,
Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry
another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth
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commit adultery.

Several questions should be considered in referenceto divorce. Remember that God hates divorce,
but He loves divorced persons enough to give His only begotten Son to die for them. Christians
must not compromise God'slaws, but we must apply it with compassion. Now for some questions:

1. Should we not focus our attack on the causes of divorce, rather than the
individuals involved? Name some of the causes of divorce.

2. Areall marriages that are legal in the eyes of man recognized by the Lord?

A man was elected to serve as a deacon and when he told the church he had been
divorced and remarried the pastor and otherstold him that it did not matter because
hewas|lost when hegot hisdivorce. Did the pastor replacethe"Thus saith the Word
of God" with thus reasoneth the mind of man?

3. Doesadivorced person have aright to remarry?

4. Should we make a distinction between the offender and the victim? Are there
ever innocent victims?

5. What positions may the divorced person hold in the church?
6. Should a pastor perform marriage ceremonies for divorced persons?

A pastor once told a couple he did not marry anyone who had been divorced,
regardless of circumstances. Two weeks later he was visiting and knocked on a
door. Hewas surprised to see the same couple he had refused to marry. They said,
"If wearenot fit for you to marry us, we are not fit to go to your church.” Should he
change his rules?

CAUSETH HER TO COMMIT ADULTERY. Some think the reason for this is that the
divorced woman may beforced into prostitution in order to provide food and shelter for herself and
her family. But Christians must take God's Word very seriously. A literal interpretation is
consistent with the Scriptures that deal with thisissue (Mark 10:2ff).

WHOSOEVER SHALL MARRY HER. The contrast is never stronger: "But | say unto you,
That whosoever shall put away hiswife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit

adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.” This answers the
above question. If one who marries the divorce woman is living in adultery, then she is too.

4. SWEARING, 5:33-37
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5:33 - THOU SHALT NOT FORSWEAR THYSELF. See, Lev. 19:12; Deut. 23:23. This
relatesto the Third Commandment: "Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God invain; for
the LORD will not hold him guiltlessthat taketh hisnameinvain" (Exodus20:7). Thesubjectinthe
Sermon on the Mount isnot profanity, but "the sin of using an oath to affirm that what issaid istrue”
[6-39]. Toswear heredoes not mean to curse, but to "affirm the truth of astatement while calling
on God to judge onesdlf if itisinfact untrue" [2: 112]. Thesin of profanity iscoveredinthe Third
Commandment and in other passages.

To somethisincludes swearing to tell the truth in court. A friend was called asawitnessin atrial.
He was asked, "Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?' He
responded, "AsaChristian, | cannot swear, but | affirm that the testimony | now giveisthetruth.” |
wasawitnessin atrial and the clerk of court asked me, "Do you swear, or affirm, that the testimony
you are about to giveisthe truth?"

PERFORM UNTO THE LORD. When Jesus said, "Thou shalt not forswear thyself" he does not
mean that the believer should not perjure himself (the Ninth Commandment coversthat). He means
you areto "perform unto the Lord thine oath." "Perform’ meanspay, and thus an oath isasadebt or
vow to God and must be paid” [3: 61].

The Pharisees took many oaths and then used all kinds of hair-splitting excuses to avoid honoring
any oath they did not want to keep. They were careful not to break the law by swearing by God's
name and then not keeping the oath. The scribestaught that only oathstaken in God'snameor inthe
name of some aspect of His nature were binding.

5:34 - SWEAR NOT AT ALL. Jesus follows the same formula in dealing with a Christian's
speech: "Yehaveheard...but | say untoye." Jesus speakswith the authority whichisHisby right of
creation. The Phariseestook many oaths and then broke them at will on the groundsthat since they
did not swear by God's name the oath was not binding.

It has often been reported that in the old west a man traded on hisword. If aman gave hisword he
was expected to honor it. If aman proved that his word was no good, he might as well leave the
country. Inthelate nineteenth century and the early part of the twentieth century, aman taught his
son, "A manisasgood ashisword. If hisword isno good, heisno good.” Today people may joke
about lying, but in those days if you called aman aliar you were asking for trouble.

While | am glad people do not react so violently today, | do wish we placed the same value on our
word. There were attorneys around in those days but many agreements were sealed with a
hand-shake. | grew up in the home of a man who placed such value on his word. My father
respected the truth and hated lying with apassion. He said that he did not know which wasworse, a
liar or athief. A liar will steal and athief will lie.

When | was a student at Mississippi College, | led a group from the BSU on a mission trip to the
Hinds County Jail every Thursday afternoon. | usually visited with the men in maximum security. |
talked with one man about his need for Christ and when he seemed interested, | asked if he would
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liketo receive Jesus as his Saviour right then. Hesaid, "l am athree-timeloser and | amlooking at a
long sentenceif | am convicted. | havealot of lying to dowhen | go to court, and | cannot become
a Christian and go into the court room and lie." He was so right - and he was so wrong!

| majored in Bible and Sociology at Mississippi College. | served as student pastor at Dockery
Baptist Church near Cleveland. A growing interest in a prison ministry led me to visit the
Mississippi State Penitentiary at Parchman. On my first visit Chaplain R. B. Hicks asked meiif |
would like to meet Kenny Wagner. | knew alot about Kenny Wagner, the most notorious prisoner
in the history of Parchman, so | told the chaplain | would like to meet him.

Aswe walked up to the hospital the chaplain told me he wanted to see someone else whilel talked
with Kenny Wagner. | asked how | would know him and Chaplain Hicks said, "Y ou'll know him."
As | approached the door (metal frame with bars) a very large man stood and walked over to the
door, and when a guard unlocked the doors he stuck out hishand. He did not tell me his name, nor
did he have to. Hejust started talking. | visited with him for some time and then talked with him
about his need for Jesus Christ. He said, "I don't have anything against God. A preacher told me
onetimethat if | wasn't for Him | was against Him, and | don't have anything against him." When||
left the chaplain asked if | believed Kenny would ever be saved and | answered, "No, | don't think
s0." Hehadtoo much pride! Hewasbothin prison and imprisoned in adiseased body, not to speak
of adiseased soul. What did he have to be proud about?

Kenny Wagner had his standards. When | met him he motioned for meto sit on the empty hospital
bed next to his. | cleared my throat a couple of times and he handed me a little plastic tube with
lozengesin it and told meto try those. | took them and held them in my hand for a minute or two.
Hesad, "Takeone," and | said, "Yessir." Hewas not only aphysical giant, he had killed alot of
people and | wasn't about to argue with him, even in prison.

When | tried to lead him to receive Christ, he began to share hisprincipleswith me. Hesaid, "1 will
never tell you alie. | will respect your sister just like | respect mine." | believed him. | also
remembered our conversation when he died eight days later. Kenny Wagner had more respect for
the truth that many of the scribes and Pharisees.

If people are honest, they do not need to reinforce their word with an oath or with profanity. An
oath may be an effort to cover up aflaw in one's character, and profanity may betray an inferiority
complex. If you consistently tell the truth you do not need to swear, and you do not need to use
profanity to prop up your word.

NEITHER BY HEAVEN. They must not swear by heaven because it is God's throne. It is
sacred and if they swore by heaven they must "perform unto the Lord" their oath. They could not
separate it from God.

5:35- NOR BY THE EARTH. The Hebrews "swore prolifically by the altar, the vessels, the

lamb, by Moses and the prophets, and regarded it asinsignificant” [3: 62]. The practice must have
been prevalent among early Christians, for the Holy Spirit later inspired James to write:
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But above al things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth,
neither by any other oath: but let your yeabeyea; and your nay, nay; lest yefall into
condemnation (James5:12).

NEITHER BY JERUSALEM. The Ark of the Covenant symbolized the presence of the Lord
with His people until the destruction of the Temple in 586 B.C. When the remnant of the people
returned from Babylonian Captivity Jerusalem became the symbol of the presence of the Lord. It
was holy unto the Lord, "the city of the great King."

5:36-BY THY HEAD. Why? "Because thou canst not make one hair white or black." People
may dye, or tint their hair today, but if they do not keep it up therootswill betray them. By wishing
you cannot change the color of your hair. God has programed it al for you, as we see in Psalms
139:13-16:

For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered mein my mother'swomb. | will
praisethee; for | am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and
that my soul knoweth right well. My substance was not hid from thee, when | was
made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine eyes
did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book al my members were
written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.

Do you know what He means when he says"In thy book all my memberswere written?' We now
know - DNA. Thisalso answersthe so-called "pro-choice" abortionists. God wroteinthe DNA all
the members of both the mother and the unborn baby.

5:37- LET YOUR COMMUNICATION. A dishonest person will lie even under oath. A
district attorney saysthat if he prosecuted every one who was guilty of perjury he wouldn't have
timeto do anything else. People do lie under oathin court. The Phariseeslied under oath and tried
to rationalize away their guilt.

An honest person can simply let hiscommunication be, Y ea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever ismore
than these cometh of evil." Oathes and profaintiy are unnecessary.

5. REVENGE, 5:38-42

5:38- YEHAVE HEARD. Accentuating the contrast betweenthe pseudo-righteousnessof the
Pharisees and Hisrighteousness, Jesus continuestheformula. It wasnot the Old Testament that was
faulty, but the interpretation and application of hypocritical religionists.

AN EYE FOR AN EYE. The Levitica Law read, "Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for
tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in aman, so shall it be done to him again” (Lev. 24:20). The
Law permitted limited retaliation asarestraint to violence, but prevent the proliferation of violence
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which could accompany retaliation. Thislaw hasbeen stated in arather triteway, "Tit for tat, butter
for fat; you kill my dog, I'll kill your cat."

The Law condemned private, personal revenge. Moseswrote, " Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any
grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: | am the
LORD" (Lev. 19:18). Paul wrote in Romans 12:19, "Avenge not yourselves...for it is written,
Vengeance ismine; | will repay, saith the Lord.”

5:39-BUT I SAY. Now Hegivesthem arevolutionary principlewhich would help end the cycle
of retaliation.

RESIST NOT EVIL. Thelaw of "an eyefor an eye, and atooth for atooth” may seem fair, but
let'sfaceit, the potential for escalation of violent retaliation is ever present. If thecycleisto end
someoneisgoing to haveto bewilling to accept an injury or insult without striking back. Jesuswill
now illustrate this new principle with four applications with which His audience could readily
identify.

(1) Turnthe Other Cheek.

5:39b - WHOSOEVER SHALL SMITE THEE. The first application of this principle of not
resisting evil isstated: "...whosoever shall smitethee on thy right cheek, turnto himthe other also."

In order to strike aperson on the right cheek, aright handed person would have to use the back of
the hand, which was a" charac- teristic Jewish form of insult” [2: 113]. To takethiskind of insult
and not strike back would not be easy, but there was alot to be gained by resisting the temptation to
respond to violence with violence. On the basis of this principle Anabaptists of Poland and
Germany practiced pure pacifism. Quakers, Amish, and other groups practice pacifism to some
degree.

The last half of the twentieth century introduced us to a new twist to this principle - non-violent
revolution, or non-violent demonstration. The problem with this has been that many of those who
practiced this form of non-violence actually provoked othersto violence. Martin Luther King has
been praised aboveall othersfor hisuse of non-violence, and there isno doubt that he accomplished
more than anyone el sethrough thismethod. For onething, it was madefor abudding new industry -
television.

| was surprised when a black business man told me he had been harassed and even threatened
because he did not close his businessin honor of King's birthday. Neighbors argued, "He was our
leader.” This man said, "l told them, Martin Luther King was not my leader. Jesus Christ is my
leader." He added, "Have you ever noticed that every where Martin Luther King went there was
violence? Haveyou ever watched Billy Graham. When aminister causestht much violencethereis
something wrong with that minister. Violence does not follow him every where he goes." His
words, not mine. | have often wondered how he came to that position. Regardless of that, it is
imperative that we find a solution to the current racial strife that effects so many.
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| once preached arevival at Riverside Baptist Churchin Clarksdale, Mississippi. Asthe pastor and|
drove down a street, he pointed out a young man. He explained that when the young man was in
high school he had difficulty learning and was very naive, but he loved his Lord and loved his
church and never hesitated to withessto others. One day agroup of boys held him and one slapped
him on hisright cheek and then said, "If you are a Christian you will turn the other cheek." Hedid
and was promptly hit on the left cheek. They repeated this merciless action until he was beaten
severely. He offered no resistance.

A student who witnessed the incident pointed this young man out to the pastor and said, "Y ou see
that boy? | know heisaChristian." He told the pastor what he had witnessed.

| answered aknock at my door when | was apastor in Bastrop, Louisianaand found two black men
standing in my carport. Onewasyoung and the other about sixty and they were obviously Jehovah's
Witnesses. The older one pointed at our church building and asked, "How can you tell your people
to love one another when they go out and kill their fellow man? | asked him to repeat what he had
said and when he did, | asked him what he meant. He repeated it. | asked, "What are you talking
about?' Hereplied, "They fight in wars." My blood quickly reached the boiling point and | fired
back, "Baptists have fought and bled and died to keep this country free so people like you can walk
up and down the street doing what you are doing right now. And asfar as| am concerned, aman
who will not fight for his country islike aman who will not fight for hisfamily. He'snot much of a
man!" Hesaid, "l think we had better go" and they left.

In away, | think they needed to hear what | said. It disturbs me that while I might have won the
debate, | lost the men. But, there are some things worth fighting for, and on€'s country is one of
them. | cannot imagine what theworld would belikeif Americansand their alieshad not fought for
our freedom during WW I1. In the Old Testament there were holy wars in which God sent His
people into battle to accomplish His purpose. The conquest of Canaan is just one example.

This passage does not call for unqualified pacifism. Police officers must use violence at times to
control violent people. There are wars that are just and right. It has been suggested that the
Scripture calls for pacifism at the personal level, and "collective protection at the national level"
(Rom. 13:4) [3: 66].

(2) Unseemly Lawsuits.

5:40-IFANY MAN WILL SUE THEE. Lawsuitswereto be avoided whenever possible. With
the proliferation of lawsuitsin our day, thereisawaysthe possibility that anyone could beforced to
goto court. Itispossiblefor almost anyone to be the target of afrivolouslawsuit. Paul dealt with
lawsuits in which Christians were taking Christians to court before non-Christians.

Dareany of you, having amatter against another, go to law beforethe unjust, and not
before the saints? Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the
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world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? (I Cor.
6:1-2).

In Corinth Christians were the plaintiffs. But Jesus has in mind defendants who might be sued for
their robe which had been used as collateral for aloan.

TAKEAWAY THY COAT. If someonetakesyou to court to take away your coat, let him have
your cloke also. This had to be shocking to those who heard Jesus on the mountain side that day.
He was not talking about a spare coat they no longer needed, but and essential part of their dress.
The coat was probably the inner garment which reached to the knees. The cloke wasthe long outer
garment, or robe which was often used as cover at night.

One of the sinswith which the men of Israel were charged by Amoswas that fathers and sonswere
visiting pagan temples prostitutes where they "lay themsel ves down upon clotheslaid to pledge by
every dtar, and they drink the wine of the condemned in the house of their god" (Amos 2:8). There
referenceisto the cloketaken as collateral for aloan. The cloke was supposed to be returned to the
owner at night so that he would have cover at night.

Jesus said if the righteous person, the true citizen of His kingdom, is sued for his coat, it would be
better to give hiscloak also rather than resist the evil in such away asto increasetension, and risk a
greater penalty. Each personwill haveto ask the Holy Spirit to guide them in making an application
of this principle if the occasion arises.

(3) Public Humiliation.

5:41 - WHOEVER COMPELSTHEE TO GO A MILE. A Roman soldier couldlegally compel
aJew to carry aburden for him for the distance of one mile. Theword compel comesfrom theword
meaning to impress or conscript temporarily for service. Thesoldier could forcethe Jew to help him
with his horses or a burden up to one mile. Simon of Cyrene was compelled to carry the cross of
Jesus.

Thislaw was despised by the Israglites. It wasespecially humiliating to beforced to do thisin front
of one'sfriendsand family. They could not resist thislaw, and many hated the Romansall the more
because of it. The Christian could becomeangry, or he could bear awitness by volunteering to bear
the burden another mile. If donein theright spirit, this could mean avictory for both the believer
and the soldier. Such action, however, must be sincere. It has been suggested that thefirst mileis
Law; the second mile, love.

There were three options open to them: "First, there was unlimited revenge or animal ethics; second,
limited revenge or Old Testament ethics; and third, unlimited love or Christ'sethics' [3: 68]. Itis
obvious which is superior.

(4) Borrowing and Begging.
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5:42- GIVETOHIM THAT ASKETH. If you follow the Lord'steachingson this, you may find
that there are people who will take advantage of you. If you do not give to those who ask for help,
you will deny help to some who really need it. | taught a Bible study in Pickens, Mississippi. A
very gracious family invited the pastor, his family, and me to have dinner with them. The man
reminded me of something | had said the previous night and gave me an illustration.

Hewassitting at his desk and looked out to seetwo young ladiesand asmall child walkingup to his
door. Helet themin and learned that the one lady was married to the brother of the other lady. Her
sister-in-law wasdriving with her from Pennsylvaniato Texaswhere her husband was stationed at a
military base. They planned to spend the Christmas holidays with her husband, and thought they
had enough money for the trip, but when they had to use gas money for arepair bill, they ran out of
money. The gas gauge was on empty when they stopped in front of his house. They did not know
what to do, and they were embarrassed and fright- ened. They assured him that if he let them
borrow some money they would sent back to him as soon as possible.

ThisChristian farmer said, "I gave them twenty dollars and went back to work at my desk. Asl sat
down | looked out the window and watched them walk back to the car. It then occurred to methat |
had given them just enough to get on down the road and have to stop and ask someone elsefor help.
So, | got up and went out to the car just asthey were ready to pull away fromthe curb. | handed the
driver aone hun- dred dollar bill and told her it bothered me to think of them having to go through
thisthree or four times before they reached her husband." Hesaid, | may, or may not get my money
back, but | knew that when they asked for my help | had not done all | could do to help them.

Some common sense is heeded in determining what we should do in each situation. "AsAugustine
rightly noted, the text says 'give to everyone that asks,' not give everything to him that asks" [2:
114].

HIM THAT WOULD BORROW. Some borrowers can really take advantage of you, it istrue.
But there are times when people really need assistance, and to deny them will place an unusual
hardship on them. A man had been forced to borrow farm implements from an established farmer
when he"ontheway up." He made the statement that now that he owned the equi pment he needed
hewould not let neighbors borrow any of his equipment because he had seen how people had worn
out "Mr. Miller's’ equipment. He saved his equipment, but he lost something of far greater value!

6. LOVING ENEMIES, 5:43-48

5:43- YEHAVEHEARD. They had been taught tolove their neighborsand hate their enemies.
Never is the contrast between the righteousness of Jesus and the spurious righteousness of the
Pharisees stronger than at thispoint. Aswe reach the climax of the six moral problems Jesususesto
contrast true righteousness with the outward show of the Pharisees, we are nearing the summit. We
are on higher ground.
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LOVE YOUR ENEMIES. Moses had taught them to love their neighbor. But, nowhere did he
tell them to hate their enemies. That was a scribal addition which Jesus strongly rejects. Moses
wrote: "Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself: | anthe LORD" (Lev. 19:18).

Theissue was, Who is my neighbor? The word comes from words meaning nigh and border, or in
other words, onewho livesnear. The Jewstreated all Jews as neighbors no matter wherethey lived,
but rejected the Samaritans who lived between Judah and Galilee. When the lawyer in Luke 10:29
asked Jesus "who is my neighbor?" it was as though he was saying, "All right, | can love my
neighbor, if | can determine who my neighbor is." Jesus related the story of The Good Samaritan
and then asked him which of thethreein the story wasthe neighbor to theinjured person. Hehadto
answer, "He that showed mercy on him."

5:44 - BUT | SAY. Once again, the teachings of Christ stand in sharp contrast to that of the
scribes and Pharisees. The Old Testament standard was far superior to that of all other nations, but
Jesusraisesit to anew level.

LOVE YOUR ENEMIES. In each of the moral problem Jesus uses to make His point He raises
the principle to new heights. But no where is the righteousness of our Lord revealed in a more
gloriousway than in the commandment to love our enemies. We have often heard that therearetwo
waysto get rid of an enemy: kill him, or make afriend of him. If you want an enemy to remain an
enemy, treat him as an enemy. If you want to make him your friend, do not treat him as an enemy.
Lovehim. All enemieswill not become your friend because you love them, but you will give them
the opportunity to become your friend. Y ou will be obedient to the Lord, and your heart will be
made soft and warm by love, rather than hard and cold by hate.

Our society isdeeply divided. Some of the mgjor divisionsareracial; some arereligions, some are
political. There is tension between the sexes, labor and management, rich and poor, educated and
uneducated. These tensions may be lead to hate. But in Christ, they are opportunities for victory
through godly love. Love that can be commanded (Agape) is a mental attitude love, which is
fulfilled first in the mind and will. It isnot primarily emotional.

Thisprovidesawonderful commentary on the second greatest commandment, in which Jesustaught,
"Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself" (Mark 12:31). Here He says that we are to love our
enemies. Makealist of peopleit seems"natural” to hate. For example, there is the attitude many
World War 11 veterans held toward the Japanese for years after the war. What do you remember
about the way General Douglas MacArthur treated the Japanese when they surrendered and in the
monthsthat followed? He might have tried to make them pay for Pearl Harbor and for all the blood
shed on countlessislands in the Pacific. He might have simply tried to maintain peace and order.
But it soon became obvious that he would treat them with dignity and respect and support themin
their effort to rebuild their nation and provide a stable government. Hetook adaily tour in an open
jeep through the streets of Tokyo each afternoon to reassure the people of his presence and of
America’ s commitment to help with the reconstruction.
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BLESSTHEM THAT CURSE YOU. Thisisnot idealistic love. It practical in its application.
My mother had a plague hanging on a wall which said, "A soft answer turneth away wrath: but
grievous words stir up anger” (Pro. 15:1). Another proverbisapplicable: "A word fitly spokenis
like applesof gold in pictures of silver” (Pro. 15:11). The Christian should refuse the attitude of an
enemy and assume the attitude of afriend. We must not let failure with some people deter usfrom
continuing to bless those who curse us.

DO GOOD TOTHEM THAT HATE YOU. | wassaved at agetwelve, called to servethe Lord
at agethirteen, and licensed to the Gospel Ministry while still in high school. | really tried to apply
Christian principlesin my daily life. Oneday | overheard agirl mention my nameto afriend. She
said, "I just can't stand him!" | began to try to figure out why; | wasn't even sure of her name, she
was a few years behind me, and we had nothing in common. In other words, | had never done
anything to her. But from that day forward any time | got close to her | spoke. Before long, |
noticed that she always smiled and spoke asif she thought of measafriend. | amsurel learned her
name, but | do not remember it now.

The point is, thisgirl who really did not know me said she couldn't stand me, and | had never done
anything to cause her to feel that way. It finally dawned on methat | quite possibly had never done
anything to keep her from feeling that way. Shewasayounger girl who seemed rather shy, and her
physical appearance did not attract one's attention. | had ignored her. | just didn't see her.
Christians need to guard against that kind of mistake, but if we realize we have made it, then treat
with kindness any onewho may harbor ill will toward us. Itisnot enoughto say, "I have never done
anything to him." It is not enough to talk about how we love them, we must demonstrate it: "do
good to them that hate you."

PRAY FOR THEM. Itisonethingto pray for family membersand friends, but another to pray for
"them which despitefully use you and persecute you. Committed Christians in some parts of the
world must expect to be despitefully used and persecuted. Persecution isto be expectedin Muslim
lands and in Communist China, but one is often surprised when they are persecuted in America. A
Christian lady may be shocked when she is despitefully used by a member of her church for some
political, social, or personal reason. A young person iscrushed when members of his Sunday School
class harass him because of his stand on dancing, gambling, or some form of entertainment.

Jesus never hid thetruth from hisdisciples. "He said tothem all, If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me" (Luke 9:23). Inthe Beatitudes He
said, "Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you..." (Matt. 5:11). Notethat He
said "when,” not "if" you are persecuted. A crossless Christian may be a more comfortable
Christian, but he will also be aless convincing Christian.

Thequestionis, what do you do when you are despitefully used and persecuted? What did Jesusdo?

Hewas often the target of traps and the object of conspiracies. Finally, Hewas subjectedtoillegal
trials, torture and the shame and pain of the Cross. How did He handleall of that? Before Pilate and
othersofficials, "Hewas oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: heisbrought
asalamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearersis dumb, so he openeth not his mouth”
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(Isa. 53:7). From the cross Jesus prayed, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do"
(Luke 23:34).

WHY WE SHOULD LOVE OUR ENEMIES, 5:45-48

1. It Marks Us as Children of God, 5:45.

5:45- THE CHILDREN OF Y OUR FATHER. When Jesus says, "that ye may bethe children of
your Father whichisin heaven," Hewas not saying that you become children of God by loving your
enemies. IntheBible"children of," or "son of " means"inthelikenessof." Y ou arenever morelike
the Father than when you love your enemies.

RAIN ON THE JUST AND THE UNJUST. How doesour Father treat those who oppose Him?
He can deal with them any He chooses. He can bless His children and withhold His blessings from
Hisenemies. He can crush thosewho rebel against Him. But instead, "Hemaketh hissuntoriseon
the evil and on the good, and send-eth rain on the just and on the unjust.”

Even the most hardened criminals and the most confirmed athei sts are recipients of God's blessings.
Pagans, witches, idolaters, satanists, atheistic evolutionary humanists, poly- theistic Mormons,
pantheistic Hindus, and Monistic New Agersareall blessed by God'suniversal blessings. But, make
no mistake about one thing - all of God's blessings are not universal. There are blessingsthe Lord
saves for those who accept Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. Lost people will never know those
blessings. They have rejected God and will have their wish granted - forever.

2. The Superiority of His Righteousness, 5:46-48

546-IFYELOVETHEM WHICH LOVE YOU. What reward can you expect? "Do not even
the publicans the same?' Publicans were despised above all people. They classified them with
harlots and sinners. The publicans were Jews employed by Rome to collect a specific amount in
taxes. Anything above that amount they could keep, and some of them had become wealthy at the
expense of their fellow Jews. On one occasion when Jesus was eating with some publicans, "The
Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?"
(Matt. 9:11).

Some people seem to bask in the glow of family love, as though it holds some great spiritual
significance. This is especialy true at Thanksgiving, Christmas, or Easter. How often | hear

someone say, "We will have all the family together. After all, That's what it's all about, Isn't it?"
Jesus says, Don't pat yourself on the back. Even the worst sinners love those who love them.

547 - IF YE SALUTE YOUR BRETHREN. True Christianity is not snobbish. Neither isit
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clanish. But what does that say of some who go to church, speak only to certain individuals, and
make it clear that they are holding others at arm’s length? There are people who go home from
Sunday School and worship services every week feeling good about the fellowship they had with
their friends. Some of them are very friendly with their friends, but very unfriendly with others.
Even publicans did that. Jesus expects more of His followers. Christian love is inclusive, not
exclusive.

Many people are deeply hurt at church because of the attitude of people who profess to be
committed to Christ. Intheyouth group at church every young person isconscious of the shoeseach
person is wearing, what emblem each person has on his shirt, and the name on the pocket of their
jeans. That isagood environment in which to overlook someone who cannot afford designer jeans.

My younger brother is a Christian attorney whom the Lord has blessed. When his older son was
about four yearsold, Mike decided it was time to encourage him to appreciate his blessings, aswell
asdevelop theright attitude toward those who are lessfortunate. Recalling thefarm houseinwhich
wegrew up, hesaid, "Jim, do you realize that when | wasyour age | had to go to bed in acold room
in the winter, and a hot room in the summer?' He understood the puzzled look on Jim's face when
he asked, "Daddy, why didn't you sleep in the cold room in the summer and the hot room in the
winter?"

While Jim's response is amusing, we must do all we can to teach our children to love one another.
But we must go beyond that. We must love our enemies and teach our children to love their
enemies. We are never more like our Lord than when we love our enemies.

5:48 - BE YE THEREFORE PERFECT. What does God expect of Me? He answers that
guestionin verses 20, 44, and inthisverse. "Beyetherefore perfect, even asyour Father whichisin
heaven is perfect.” The word "perfect” is used 99 times in the King James Version of the Bible.
When used of God it means absol ute perfection. When used of man it may mean to befull grownin
body, maturein mind. It may refer to moral or spiritual maturity. Inthe Epistle of James, (1:4), we
find, "But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing."
In thisverseit is obvious that perfect means "entire (complete), wanting nothing."

The Greek word for perfectis"teleios.” Theteleiosof aninfant or childisafull grown adult. The
teleios of an acorn is a full grown oak tree. When applied to the Christ- ian it means complete,
mature, lacking nothing. It doesnot mean astate of sinless perfection, but it does mean that our goal
should be God's perfect standard. We should never think we have reached sinless perfection, but we
should never take our eyes of that goal.

When we love our enemies and pray for them; when we show our love for themin practical

ways, we are beginning to think and act like our Lord. Maturity inthe Christian lifeismanifestedin
godly conduct toward others, even our enemies.
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CHAPTER SIX

TRUE VERSUS HYPOCRITICAL RIGHTEOUSNESS, 6:1-18

1. ALMSGIVING, 6:1-4.

6:1- TAKEHEED. Jesusbeginsthisnew section withaWORD OF WARNING. Hehasalready
stated (5:20) "That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteous-

ness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven." He has
supported His claim by contrasting true righteousness with the pseudo-righteousness of the scribes
and Pharisees. "Truerighteousness of the kingdom must be applied in the everyday activities of life.
Thisisthe emphasis of the rest of the Sermon on the Mount [WWW: 41].

In 6:1-18, Jesuswarnsall believersagainst hypocrisy inamsgiving (1-4), prayer (5-15), and fasting
(16-18). "Theprincipleuniting all threeillustrations appearsfirst” [CLB - 116]. Truepiety isnever
donefor the approval of other people. But ahypocrite deliberately usesreligionto cover up sinand
to promote his own temporal interests. The righteousness of the religious leaders of the day was
insincere, an outward performance for the applause of men. In this section Jesus focuses on the
manner in which persons should do God'swill. "Correct actions with improper motives still do not
please God" [2: 116].

Verse 1 does not contradict 5:16: "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which isin heaven." The motives are entirely different.

DO NOT YOUR ALMS BEFORE MEN. There were probably many times when alms were
given in the presence of other people. The qualifier is, "to be seen of them." The Pharisees had
become proficient at giving aimsin away that would draw the attention and praise of men.

NO REWARD FROM YOUR FATHER. If the praise of menisyour purposein giving, you may
be very successful in thisworld. But that isall the reward you are going to receive. Therewill be
no reward in Heaven. Thisraises an often debated question. Should rewards be a consideration for
the Christian? It has been suggested that we should do good for the sake of good aone; that virtueis
itsown reward, and that we should banish from our minds all thoughts of rewards. There might be
many responses to this argument, but | will mention only two. First, it isnot the view expressed by
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Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount. In5:12, He said, "Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is
your reward in heaven..." Secondly, asBarclay says, "To banish all rewards and punishmentsfrom
theidea of religionisin effect to say that injustice hasthe last word" [1: 179].

6:2 - WHEN THOU DOEST THINE ALMS. In a society without socia security, worker's
compensation, or welfare, almsgiving (voluntary charity) wasaway of life, especially inthe Jewish
community. The Jews considered almsgiving their most sacred duty. In fact, they used the same
word (tzedakah) for both almsgiving and right- eousness. A study of Actsand the Epistlesreveals
the importance the early church placed on voluntary gifts, or love offerings, to help those in need.
But it was easy to abuse almsgiving by making a show of it. Thisis what the Pharisees did, but
Jesus strictly prohibitsit for His followers.

DO NOT SOUND A TRUMPET. Thisiswhat the hypocritesdid "in the synagogues and in the
streets." It isnot clear whether "trumpets’ used literally or meta-

phorically. It ispossible that the referenceisto their "blowing their own horn,” as we would say
today. But the effect wasthe same. The act wasthe very essence of hypocrisy, and Christians must
not be hypocrites.

A long standing excuse for not going to church, or for not becoming a Christian, is that there are
hypocritesin the church. We see how valid their excuseiswhen they buy their groceriesin the same
super market with those hypocrites, and use the same doctors, and dentists, and send their childrento
the same schools. Yes, we do have hypocrites in the chur- ch. We are troubled by it, but Jesusis
more disturbed than we are. The great differenceisthat Jesus knows exactly who they are, and He
knows with to do about it.

GLORY OF MEN. Thisiswhat motivates many people. Some people will receive credit for
thingsthey do, either because of the magnitude of their action, or because of the arenain which the
work is performed. Some of those who are well know for their Christian ministry remain humble
and desireglory only for the Lord. They are not seeking personal glory. But human nature has not
changed, and the temptation to do something for the glory of menis ever present.

THEY HAVE THEIR REWARD. Billy Graham is one of the most respected people in
America. Charles Stanley is seen weekly by so many people that some are calling him America's
Pastor. They are both praised by many people. Doesthat mean that they havetheir reward here and
now and not in Heaven? No. These are God-fearing men who are simply taking advantage of the
opportunity the Lord has given them to preach the Gospel of salvation to millions of people.

Thekey isfound in the motive in almsgiving, or in giving our tithesand offerings. If our goal isthe
glory of men, we may achievethat goal. But whether wereceiveit or not, wewill havenorewardin
Heaven. If aperson hasbeen saved, hewill not lose hissalvation, but hewill arriveinthe condition
mentioned by Paul in | Cor. 3:13-15:

Every man'swork shall be made manifest: for theday shall declareit, becauseit shall
be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man'swork of what sort it is. If any
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man's work abide which he hath built there upon, he shall receive areward. If any
man'swork shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so
as by fire.

6:3- LET NOT THY LEFT HAND. Rather than blowing atrumpet when giving ams (or, tithes
and offerings), Jesus says, "let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth.” Believers must
live by this princi- ple daily. Some take thisto mean that they should not sign a pledge, have their
contributions recorded, or even report their contributionsto the IRS. Others have no problem with
this. Their church asksthem to subscribe to the budget and they do it without reservation, assured
that all financial records are confidential. But they do not broadcast it.

6:4- THAT THINEALMSMAY BEIN SECRET. My mother had been treasurer of her church
for sometimewhen | madeadiscovery. Sometimesacheck someone had given to the church would
be returned to her marked "Insufficient Funds." Shewasaware of what most treasurers do under the
circumstances, but she made an arran- gement with the bank whereby shewould cover the amount of
the check and no one else would ever know about it.

Shehad aclothing store and when she was disabled by abrain tumor we went through her booksand
found that she was hel ping anumber of people - in secret. Mother was making acar payment so one
lady could visit her mother in anursing home. She helped underprivileged with clothes and food.
Oncel found abag with shirtsand pantsin it and mentioned it to my father. Hetold me she had put
that back for their young pastor who was also a seminary student. | had been aseminary student a
few years earlier and she knew he could use the help. My mother taught me to tithe and to help
those who needed help, but | had no ideahow fully she practiced what she taught - because shedid it
in secret.

THY FATHER WHICH SEETH IN SECRET. We must never lose sight of the fact that our
Lord sees the most secret deeds and He knows the deep secrets of our hearts, and the innermost
thoughts of our minds. How wonderful it isthat One so awesomeis called our "Father!™

SHALL REWARD THEE OPENLY . But when? Hereinthisworld, or in Heaven? Both. He
does not promise apublic reward for private deeds. In order to appreciate Hisblessing in thisworld
we must understand that His richest blessings are not material. People make afortune and spend it
in search of health, happiness, respect, and asense of significance. God can blessHischildrenwith
all these things here and now whether they have wealth or not. And whatever He providesfor usin
thisworld will not diminish our rewardsin Heaven. In other words, In Jesus we can have our cake
and edt it, too!

Jesus places great emphasis on this subject. He could see how easily one might slip from
Christianity into pharisaism. He "foresaw that the greatest threat to his kingdom down through the
centuries would not be the Neros, Hitlers, and Stalins; rather would it be the repetition of the foul
Pharisaism of the first century in his little churches soon to spring up everywhere" [3: 86].
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2. PRAYER, 6:5-15.

6:5- WHEN THOU PRAYEST. Not "if" you pray, but "when" you pray. Jesus assumes that
they will pray. The disciples asked Him to teach them to pray "as John also taught his disciples.”
They had all heard to pious memorized prayers associated with the rituals and ceremonies of
Judaism. The prayers of Jesus and John stood in sharp contrast to those of the Pharisees. Thereisa
lot of dif- ference between praying and saying prayers.

NOT..ASTHE HYPOCRITES. Thedanger of Hypocrisy isasgreat in prayer asin almsgiving.
The word "hypocrite" denotes an actor, impersonator, one who im- personates another, possibly
suggesting a stage performance. In time it came to mean to pretend, to wear a mask. There are
people who pray in church with a certain quiver in the voice, or a sob, and many members will
forget that they may not have been in services for weeks, and assume that they are more spiritual
than more faithful members because they were stirred emotionally. Some people associate loud,
rythmymic prayers with spirituality. There have always been hypocrites who take advantage of
those who cannot distinguish between judging and discerning sound doctrine. Johnwrote, "Beloved,
believe not every spirit, but try the spiritswhether they are of God: because many false prophetsare
gone out into theworld" (I John 4:1).

THEY LOVETOPRAY STANDING. They used the synagogue and the street corner asastage
for ademonstration of their piety. What they actually exhibited was piosity, or religiosity. Prayers
rolled from their tongue before the crowds that they night be praised by men.

THEHAVE THEIR REWARDS. They will have the samerewards asthose who made ashow of
almsgiving. They may have the praise of men. Some can "pull it off" for atime, but most of them
lose even that because the more mat- ure Christians will eventually see them for what they are.

Thefirst timel preached to prisonersin one particular camp at the Mississippi State Penitentiary, the
chaplain told me there were two men who would lead in public prayer. Both were named "James."
He said that instead of asking for a volunteer, | should call on "James Smith" rather than "James
Brown" because " James Brown" wasknown to everyonein the camp asahypocrite. Hewasaways
ready to lead in prayer, or singing, but hewasasnitch. Morethan one personinjail, awaiting trial,
or in prison have used religion for their own personal advantage.

6:6- THY CLOSET. Rather than pray standing in the synagogue or on the street corner to attract
the attention of men, go into you prayer closet (chamber, room). Jesus does not condemn public
prayer. Thereisaplacefor it, but private prayer isessential. Inthe prayer chamber, thereisno one
else there to distract you, and no one to impress. If your private prayer lifeis everything it should
be, it will help you to avoid abuse of your public prayer.

When my son, John, graduated from L SU Law School | wasasked to lead in the Invocation. When
we arrived | discovered that | aso had the Benediction, which was no problem for me, but ayoung
man who was helping with the exercises said, "1 guess one of them will have to be impromptu.” |
replied, "Both of them will be."
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| sat on the platform with a very impressive group of people; law professors, Chancellor of the
School of Law, Chancellor of the School of Medicine, the Chief Justice of the L ouisiana Supreme
Court. They could not have been more gracious. While the graduates were marching in, the
Chancel- lor came over and said, "Dr. Sanders, the Chancellor of Medical School has asked for the
privilege of handing his son hisdiploma. Would you liketo give John his?" | assured him | would
appreciate the privilege. Up to this point they had shown acertain amount of respect for this north
LouisianaBaptist "minister." But | had been assured that | would never pray anywherewhere prayer
was heeded any more.

| thought about what | wanted to pray and, in essence, asked God for the prayer | would pray to Him.
| could have read an appropriate prayer and if anyone remembered it, they might have been alittle
impressed. | could pray what the Lord placed in my heart and risk their placing restrictionson future
Invocations and Benedictions. What do you do? | asked the Lord to help me and prayed about
issues, but | tried to use words that would not be offensive.

The Benediction was not a benediction, as such. The Chief Justice mentioned several problems
facing that graduating class. For example, he expressed his concern about the reputation of lawyers
in Louisiana. In my prayer | asked the Lord to help those standing before Him that day to realize
that if they concentrate on character and ingegrity, their reputation would take care of itself.
Afterwards, it became obvious to me that there were a number of people there who apparently did
not expect to hear someone pray like that and a number of people came directly to me to express
their appreciation. | was womewhat ill-at-ease with some of the comments about my prayer,
especialy sincel did not havetimeto tell them how much private prayer preceded the public prayer.

PRAY TO THY FATHER. It isimportant to glean something from what Jesus says that will
make your prayer life rich and meaningful. We may see one point and infer another here. First,
Jesus clearly teaches that we must meet the Father in secret, or in private. We do not haveto hide
the fact that we are praying, but neither do we call attention to it. We must shut out the world in
order to give the Father our undivided attention. When leading in prayer in aworship service, or in
asmall prayer group, there is some awareness of the presence of others and that awareness might
become a source of temptation.

If we are praying with another person who always prays such a "moving" prayer that others are
sometimes left in awe of it, there may be atemptation to make one's prayer just alittle more fervent
than usual. 1na"sentence" prayer in which everyoneisinvited to pray, everyoneis conscious of it
when a particular person’s prayer prompts numerous and hardy "Amens." When you pray after that
areyou listenting for the"Amens?' We must pray to the Father, not to, or for the benefit of others.

While the second point is not stated, we might remind ourselved that all prayer must be to the
Father. The New Testament teachesthat we areinvited fo pray to the Father, in the name of the Son,
in the power of the Holy Spirit.

THY FATHER WHICH SEETH IN SECRET. We see the same principle here that we have
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already seen in verse 4 with reference to almsgiving. If we give our gifts or pray for the glory of
men, that isall thereward wewill get. Butif wegive, or pray in secret, rather than for glory of men,
our heavenly Father Who "seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”

6:7 - USE NOT VAIN REPETITIONS. Thisiswhat the heathen do; "for they think that they
shall be heard for their much speaking.” One of the best exampleswe see of vain repetitionsisthat
of the prophets of Baal in | Kings 18. There are many modern examples of thisin our day. Several
years ago | talked with afriend on several occasions about his involvement in a movement called
Ekkankar. Ekkankar is consistent with Eastern Mysticism and with some of the New Age
Movements that have been influenced by it.

My friend asked me if | had thought about how wonderful it isjust to think about Jesus name. |
thought | was about to hear a Christian testimony, but then he added, when | am driving down the
road | just like to repeat, "Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus..." As he repeated Jesus name several
moretimes, | realized | was hearing vain repetition.

6:8- YOURFATHER KNOWETH. Christiansshould not pray long, pious prayersstandingin
the synagogue or on the street corner like the Pharisees. Nor, should they use the vain repetitions of
the heathen. We do not have to awaken Him from asleep (I Kings 18:27). He knows "what things
ye have need of, before ye ask Him." Our Father is omniscient; He knows everything there is to
know. Henever comesinto possession of new knoweldge, He never misses anything, and He cannot
be deceived. He promises:

Andit shall cometo pass, that beforethey call, | will answer; and whilethey areyet
speaking, | will hear (Isiah 65:24).

Call unto me, and | will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which
thou knowest not" (Jer. 33:3).

And call upon meintheday of trouble: | will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me
(Ps. 50:15).

THE MODEL PRAYER, 6:9-13

6:9 - AFTER THIS MANNER PRAY YE. Hedid not say "pray this prayer," but "after this
manner pray ye." In other words, He did not give us a prayer to pray, but a model or pattern by
which we should pray. That is not to say that one cannot pray this prayer. But you can quote this
wonderful passage all day and never pray. Thiswriter is not discouraging anyone who would call
this The Lord's Prayer, but pointing out the true nature and purpose of our Lord's teachings on
prayer. If youwant to seethe Lord's Prayer, read The High Priestly Prayer of our Lord in John 17.

It is also significant that the disciples asked Jesus, "teach us to pray, as John aso taught his
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disciples' (Luke11:1). They had heard the stale, self-serving prayers of the Pharisees, and they had
heard they moving, refreshing prayers of the Lord and of John the Baptist. They had observed His
prayer life. So they asked Him to teach them to pray. They did not ask Him to teach them how to
pray. Teach usto pray. Give usthe earnest desire to go to the Father in prayer.

They can teach you how to preach in the seminary. They can teach you how to sing. They canteach
you how to witness, how to counsel, how to be an administrator. They can teach you about many
aspects of prayer. But they cannot teach you to pray. Only the Lord can do that, but you do not
haveto wait to be taught before you pray. Y ouwill receivein-servicetraining, and it will just keep
getting better as you grow in Him.

OUR FATHER. Two words. Both essential to prayer. "Father" settles our relationship to God.
The only people who can address Almighty God as "Father" are the ones who have received Jesus
Christ as Saviour and Lord. "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name" (John 1:12).

"Our" implies aright relationship with other believers (5:23f). It has been suggested that you can
tell the story of your life in Christ by the pronouns you use. Never are we taught to pray "My"
Father. If we do not love otherswe cannot lovethe Lord. "If aman say, | love God, and hateth his
brother, heis aliar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God
whom he hath not seen?" (I John 4:20).

WHICH ART IN HEAVEN. Thisisnot our way of locating the Father in order to address Him.
We must recognize Him as our heavenly Father, high and holy. He says, "1 the LORD thy God ama
jealous God" (Exodus 20:5). He also says, "For | am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore
sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for | am holy” (Lev. 11:44).

HALLOWED BE THY NAME. Praiseisan essentia ingredient in prayer. We may say with
David, "O LORD our Lord, how excellent isthy namein all the earth! who hast set thy glory above
the heavens' (Ps 8:1). When we think of His name it must be with a sense of "holy awe," or
reverence. Heisthegreat "I Am" God of he burning bush.

When we come before Him we are on holy ground.

6:10- THY KINGDOM COME. Thisisnot aprayer for the Lord to take us on to heaven. The
Kingdom of God isthereign of God in the hearts of believers. Jesusdid not cometo thisworld and
diejust to get usinto heaven, but also to get something of heaven in the hearts of men and women
here and now.

THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH, ASIT ISIN HEAVEN. In heavin Hiswill is done
perfectly at al times. If weareto pray aswe should there must be agenuine desirefor Hiswill to be
done on earth, asitisin heaven. You must desire and seek Hiswill in your own heart first.

6:11- GIVEUSTHISDAY OURDAILY BREAD. Thereweretwo classesin ancient timesin
many countries, including Israel. Therich and the poor. There was no middle class. The masses
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lived from hand to mouth, from day to day. Bread was the staple of their diet. If they could be
assured of bread for each day, a great burden would be lifted from their minds. That is the reason
the people were so anxious to follow Jesus after He fed the five-thousand.

6:12 - FORGIVE USOUR DEBTS. Prayer for forgivenessis an essential part of every prayer.
"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness’ (1 John 1:9).

ASWE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS. Many Christians wonder why they do not experience the
blessings of our heavenly Father. Thismay be as big a part of the reason as anything in their life.
Y ou will be judged as you judge others (7:1f). And you will be forgiven as you forgive those who
trespass against you.

6:13 - LEAD USNOT INTO TEMPTATION. Thisreflects a sincere desire to walk with the
Lordinholinessand purity. When Christiansdeliberately expose themsel vesto temptation and then
say these words they are not praying. Repentance means a change of mind which is reflected in
one's outward behavior. "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful” (Psalm 1:1). God will never
lead usinto temptation. "Let no man say when heistempted, | am tempted of God: for God cannot
be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man" (James 1:3).

BUT DELIVERUSFROM EVIL. Theword"deliver" isused 296 timesthe Bible (KJV), and the
word "delivered,” 291 times. In many of those references God isdoing the delivering. "Deliverer”
appears 10 times. David said, "The LORD ismy rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer” (I1 Sam.
22:2). ThesameLord Who delivered Isragl from Egypt, and from Babylonians, will deliver usfrom
evil, if wetrust and obey Him.

THINEISTHE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOREVER. Themore
mature a person is in Christ the deeper his thoughts of the Father will be. The Christian will
recognize the sovereignty of Almighty God, acknowledge His power, and desire only His glory -
forever.

AMEN. And Amen. So beit. Let it be so.
And Ezrablessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen,
Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the
LORD with their faces to the ground (Neh. 8:6).

To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both
now and for ever. Amen (Jude 1:25).

6:14 - FOR IF YE FORGIVE. Thisisthebasisfor praying, "Forgive us our debts, aswe forgive
our debtors® (vs. 12). We must forgive those who have offended usif we ask the Lord to forgive us.
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This may be the one thing standing between some Christians and spiritual blessings they seek. If
we |love others as the Lord commands us, we can forgive. If we forgive we will be forgiven.

6:15- IFYEFORGIVE NOT. Godwill not forgivetheunforgiving. Thereare peoplewho pray,
"Father, forgive usfor any sinswe may have committed thisweek..." But when they speak of other
Christians they are harsh, critical, and judgmental. They will not be forgiven, no matter how
fervently they pray.

3. FASTING, 6:16-18.

6:16 - WHEN YE FAST. "Moreover, when ye fast" shows that He expected His disciples to
continue the practice of fasting, which wasvital apart of Judaism at that time. Fasting continuesto
be an essential part of lifeinthe Middle East. Muslims keep the fast of Ramadan in the ninth month
of thelslamic calendar. Jesusfasted and assumed Hisfollowerswould fast. Hedid not say "if" you
fast. At the sametime, Heis not commanding them to fast as a Christian ordinance.

There was a place for fasting, and most of those who heard Jesus that day fasted on certain days.
There was but one compulsory fast and that was the fast on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16). The
Jews practiced private fasting, often in connection with mourning, or repentance from sin. The
Jewish days of fasting were Monday and Thursday [1: 237].

Fasting as a call for national repentance, fasting over a national disaster, or private fasting for a
spiritual reasonswas pleasing to God. However, fasting could be abused by hypocritesasquickly as
almsgiving and prayer. Whatever asincere believer practicesfor the glory of God a hypocrite will
practice for the glory of men. Just as Satan counter-

feitsall the gifts of the Spirit, hypocrites will counterfeit the genuine acts of sincere Christians.

BENOT ASTHE HYPOCRITES. Nothing could destroy the value of fasting more quickly than
hypocrisy. Christians must never call attention to themselvesin fasting. Hypocrites changed their
countenance and disfigured their faces to appear to men to be fasting. They might well have been
the same hypocrites who prayed and gave aims to attract attention to themselves.

Thereisagreat need for astudy of fasting today. We may well be neglecting apractice which could
make arich contribution to our spiritual life. But if you decideto begin fasting, you will haveto be
very careful to avoid the mistakes of the Pharisees. "They have their reward," and so will you.

6:17 - BUT THOU, WHEN THOU FASTEST. The Christian, in fasting, as in aimsgiving,
should stand in sharp contrast to the hypocrites. Christians should shower, shave, and shampoo
when they fast, just asthey would any other day. They should not wear a"lean and hungry look™ to
call attention to themselves. They should not call attention to themselvesin conversation, but keep
the fast between themselves and the Lord. They should guard against the attitude that they think
they have mastered the practice to the point that they can schedule conferencesto tell everyone else
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how they did it.

6:18 - THAT THOU APPEAR NOT UNTO MEN. It would be easy for one who isfasting to
call attention to himself through his dress, speech, or his facial expression. He may succeed in
leading othersto believe heis much more piousthan hereally is. Onthe other hand, onewho hasno
desireto call attention to himself may do so any way if he does not heed our Lord's warning.

BUT UNTO GOD. Fasting isaprivate matter between the believer and the Lord, and every effort
should be made to keep it a matter of a personal commitment to God. Do not be concerned about
what othersthink, because "thy "Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.” The same
principle applies to fasting as amsgiving (vs. 4) and prayer (vs. 6).

TREASURE THE RIGHT TREASURES, 6:19-34

1. The Christian's Attitude Toward Wedth, 6:19-24.

Jesus taught that where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. The Christian's heart should
bein heaven; andif itishewill treasurethe spiritual over thematerial. If that isthe case, thecitizen
of the Kingdom will not be obsessed with material wealth. Four principlesaregiventoillustratethis
truth.

(1). Obsession With Possession, 6:19-20.

6:19- LAY NOT UPTREASURES...ON EARTH. Why? For "thelove of money istheroot of
all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves
through with many sor- rows" (I. Tim. 6:10). The Bible does not say that money isthe root of all
evil, but the"love of money." Therearewealthy people who love money alot lessthan many inthe
lower and middle socio-economic brackets.

In an affluent society Christians may tend to rationalize about their material blessings. A person
with a"comfortablelifestyl€" may soothe his conscience by saying, "I have alittle money, but | am
not wealthy." He may be thinking that since he in not really wealthy, this does not apply to him.
But hispursuit of material possessions may have desen- sitized him to the plight of poor, aswell as
to the leader- ship of the Holy Spirit in forming the right attitude toward wealth. He may actually
feel that his possessions make him superior to the poor around him. He may even regale them with
stories that begin with, "I remember when..."

Americansin the upper-lower and lower-middle socioeconomic brackets enjoy alifestylethat only
the wealthy can hope for in most parts of the world today. The attitude that richisrelative will not
excuse one who treasures treasures, or loves money. Just as there may be a temptation for the
"haves' to feel superior to the "havenots," there may be atemptation for the "have nots" to envy the
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"haves." Both attitudes are sinful. Where doesthat leave thosein the middle? They are going to be
tempted from both directions, so the Lord's word on wealth is particularly applicable to him.

In First Century Israel there was a small wealthy class and a very large poor class, but no middle
classasweknow it. The Phariseesbelieved that wealth wasareward for righteousness. Therefore,
the poor had been deprived of wealth because of their lack of righteousness. The story of the Rich
Man and Lazarus (L uke 16) might have been as disturbing to them asit would have been wel comed
by the poor. We need to remind ourselves that the rich man in that story never enjoyed some of the
material things the middle class takes for granted today. We aso need to remind ourselves that
Lazarus did not go to heaven because he was poor and the rich man did not go to hell because of
wealth.

There have been many very wealthy people who have been poor in spirit. They possessed great
wealth, but they were never possessed by it. William Colgate and J. C. Penney are said to have
tithed ninety per cent of their income. Stanley Tam got in on the ground floor of the plastics
business, and the first thing he did wasto give God hiswhole business. In hisbook, God Owns My
Business, he gives the details of how he had the papers drawn up to make himself a salaried
employee and give God all the profit. Of courseit took him some time to get alawyer to take him
seriously enough to write the contract!

There are wealthy people who get their wealth by hoarding every cent they can get. In the
Mississippi delta there was a wealthy man who had started from scratch and amassed a fortune,
whichincluded aextensive farm interests. Amusing storiesweretold of hiswealth and hisattitude
towardit. | can picture himnow in hisold felt hat, khaki pants, white oxford shirt with thetail out on
one side, brogans, and three day old beard.

A new tractor salesman was |eft on duty at the John Deere dealership while everyone else went to
lunch. A planter, "Mr. Farmer", camein and started looking at a tractor and various implements.
The salesman was at first amused that aman who looked so poor would be showing such interest in
abig new tractor and all the equipment. He patiently answered Mr. Farmer'squestions. Finally, Mr.
Farmer announced, "1 think I'll takeit." Heasked, "Takewhat?' Mr. Farmer said, "All of it. I'll take
al of it!" The salesman tried to stall until the owner or other salesmen returned from lunch to help
him out of an awkward situation. Trying to humor the older man, he asked, "Mr. Farmer, how would
you like to pay for this?' He was surprised to hear his customer say, "l pay cash. | pay cash. I'll
giveyou acheck." Helooked over at severa pads of counter checks from banks all over the area,
and asked, "What bank would you liketo writethe check on?' Mr. Farmer answered, "Any of them,
son! Just any of them! Yoursisclose, well useit!" Hewas dumbfounded when the othersreturned
and assured him that Mr. Farmer could indeed write the check on any of those banks.

The stories abounded, but they lost some of their appeal after | talked with aformer employee who
lived on hisfarm and worked on the farm, and at his gin. He told me about the time his pay check
was fifty cents short. He went in and showed Mr. Farmer that he lacked fifty cents getting all the
money he had coming to him. Mr. Farmer asked, "Well, what do you want me to do about it?' He
answered, "l want my money.? Mr. Farmer fired back, "Son, | expect you'd better move!"
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Jesuswas conscious of all the attitudes peopl e adopt toward wealth. He "needed not that any should
testify of man: for he knew what wasin man" (John 2:25). Here He dealswith aproblem asold as
man, and it will beaproblem until Hisreturn. "We are accustomed to dividelifeinto the " spiritual”
and the "material"; but Jesus made no such division. In many of His parables, He madeit clear that
aright attitude toward wealth is a mark of true spirituality (see Luke 12:13ff; 16:1-31)" [6: 46].

The covetous, materialistic Pharisees even found away to use religion for a profit. "The folly of
trying to pursue two opposite goals is the theme of Matthew 6:19-34. Man desires material wealth
and spiritual values. They areat opposite poles’ [3: 104]. Canwe correlatethetwo, or dowehave
to choose spiritual values and divest ourselves of al material possessions? Asin the story of the
man who sold all he had so that he could purchase the "pearl of great price,” we must not cling to
anything that would hinder us from undivided loyalty to Jesus Christ.

MOTH AND RUST DOTH CORRUPT. Before most fruit and vegetable were hauled in
refrigerated vans or trucks, one often saw the words "Perishable Goods" printed on the side. In
grocery stores (not yet supermarkets) one often saw boxes marked " Perishable.” Inthispassages, it
is as though Jesus has just stamped the material things of thisworld "PERISHABLE." Common
things are susceptible to moths or rust, and more valuable things to thieves.

Think how foolish it isto count riches by listing things which can so easily be taken away from us.
Thereis an old proverb, "from shirt sleeves to shirt sleeves in three generations.” How often one
generation makes it, the second to inheritsit, and the third squandersit. But even if it staysin the
family for many generations, it will ultimately perish.

"Corrupt” means to vanish; exactly what happens by the time moth, rust, and thieves get through
withit. Moth and rust were magjor problems because of the climate. Andinthefirst century there
were no banks, so people buried their treasure, or hid it on their property. Thieves were always
looking for one's treasures.

It isfoolish to place your trust in material things. The universe is running down; the sun is being
consumed; and diamonds are not forever! Radium the size of acoin and valued at, say $100,000, is
"running down" and will turn into common lead in less than 90 years. Automobiles begin to
depreciate the moment they are driven from the deal ership.

6:20- LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES IN HEAVEN. How do you

do that? "Spiritual treasure should be defined as broadly as possible - as everything that believers
can take with them beyond the grave - e.g., holiness of character, obedience to all of God's
commandments, soulswon for Christ, and disciples matured in thefaith” [2: 123]. Moth and rust
cannot destroy these treasures, and thieves cannot steal them.

(2). Treasure Claimsthe Heart, 6:21.
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6:21 - WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS. Sincethe Fall, man has been obsessed with thedesireto
possess. The heart isinherently drawn to one's treasures. The desire to possess is not evil within
itself, but the Christian must be sure what kind of treasures he saves, and where storesthem. The
believer must be surethat heisnever possessed by his possessions, and that he lays up histreasures
in heaven rather than on earth.

There are fundamental differences between the treasures on earth and the treasuresin heaven. One
isearthly, the other heavenly; oneistemporal, the other eternal; oneis material, the other spiritual.
Y our heart will be on one or the other; either on earth or in heaven, but it will always be where your
treasures are.

This does not mean that God wants all people to be in poverty. Neither doesit mean that wealthy
persons cannot be saved. But the Lord warned, "It is easier for acamel to go through the eye of a
needle, than for arich man to enter into the kingdom of God" (Matt. 19:24). It ispossible by the
grace of God. The person who possesses great material wealth may be more tempted to focus his
attention on material possession. But one does not have to possess great wealth to have hisheart on
material things on earth rather than in heaven.

How do we lay up treasures in heaven? And, How do we avoid laying up treasures on earth? Go
back and read what Jesus had to say about giving alms, prayer, and fasting for part of the answer.
Then turn to Matthew 25:34-40. In particular, observe that Jesus said, "Verily | say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me"
(Matt 25:40b). Paul wrote: "For whether welive, welive unto the Lord; and whether wedie, wedie
unto the Lord: whether we live there- therefore, or die, we are the Lord's" (Rom. 14:8). He also
wrote, "And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, asto the Lord, and not unto men" (Col. 3:23).

(3). Danger of Double Vision, 6:22-23.

6:22 - THELIGHT OF THEBODY ISTHE EYE. Theheart (vs. 21 refersto the center of the
affections. The eyes enablethewhole person to see, and distinguish between good and evil. "God's
Word often usesthe eyeto represent the attitudes of the mind” [6: 47]. If theeyeisfocused (single,
not double vision) on the light, the whole body is able to function, or move properly. But if theeye
isout of focus (double vision) the whole body will stumble as one in the dark.

6:22 - IF THINE EYE BE EVIL. Helen Keller was once asked, is not blindness the worst
handicap aperson can have?' Her thoughtful answer was, "No, it isfar worse to have eyes and not
see." The word "evil" here does not denote moral degeneracy, but a crisis or disaster. The eye
presents the brain with a distorted, or blurry picture, which in turn misleads the entire body. The
body is directed by the mind and the mind responds to the picture it receives from the eye. If it
receives a distorted picture, the entire body will be groping in darkness.
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6:23- HOW GREAT ISTHAT DARKNESS! The Greek word for darknessis"skotos," from
"ischo" meaning restrain or stop, asonein that day was forced to stop when night overtook them.
But if thine eyebeevil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness (progressis stopped). "If therefore
the light that isin thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!”

(4). Impossibleto Serve Two Masters, 6:24.

6:24 - NO MAN CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS. Whether they say it or not, it is obvious that
many Christians have convinced themselves that they can accumulate both earthly and spiritual
treasures at the sametime. Jesus said that they have only two options; they must choose between
competing loyalties. "Masters' impliesaslave owner who demands absolute allegiance. Hewill not
let his servant serve another.

YE CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON. Y ou cannot serve God and money. Money isa
master. It totally dominates the mind and energy of multitudes of people, including many who
professto be Christians. They pay lip-serviceto the Lord and His church, but manifest a"heaven
canwait" attitudein pursuit of material things. All our churcheshave memberslikethat. They want
to be seen as faithful and often rationalize to cover up their quest for more matrial wealth.

God isamaster. Manisathreefold being (body, soul, and spirit), but "he is so constituted as to be
ableto give himself over to only object of affection and remain healthy indefinitely” [3: 111]. He
cannot serve both God and money. Note that God did not say that you should not serve God and
mammon. He said you cannot do it.

Why can you not serve both? Jesus said, "No man can serve two masters: for either hewill hatethe
one, and love the other; or else hewill hold to the one, and despise the other. Y e cannot serve God
and mammon." Hedid not say dif- ficult; He said it isimpossible. Blomberg isright:

Many perceptive observers have sensed that the greatest danger to Western
Christianity isnot, asis sometimes alleged, prevailing ideol ogies such as Marxism,
Islam, the New Age Movement or humanism but rather the all-pervasive materialism
of our affluent culture. We try so hard to create heaven on earth and to throw in
Christianity when convenient as another small addition to the so-called good life [ 2:
124].

If Jesusisnot Lord of all, Heisnot Lord at all. If you do not serve Him with your whole heart you
do not serve Him at all. Somewho professto have the Kingdom of God in their heart have amajor
problem living in the heart of the Kingdom. They may be regular in attendance for months and then
something comes up: deer season, football season, camp- ing weather, the garden, or the farm.
Then these peoplewill missservicesand jokeabout it. Every church has memberswho say they are
believers, but if thereis achoice between worshipping the L ord and their recreation, work, family or
friends, they consistently choose their own interests over the Lord's services. | am often amazed at
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how little it takes to come between some church members and the Lord.

When my son wasin law school, some students had been joking about thingsthat proved onewasa
man. Later, agroup decided to go to New Orleansto see a Saints game and they asked John to go.
Hetold them he could not go because the game was on Sunday and hewould bein church. A young
lady recalling the earlier discussion, said, "A man doeswhat hewantsto." Hesaid, "No, aman does
what isright."

DON'T BE ANXIOUS FOR DAILY NEEDS, 6:25-34.

6:25- THEREFORE | SAY. Duringatimeof crisis, Zedekiah, king of Israel, asked Jeremiahin
secret, "Isthere any word from the LORD? And Jeremiah said, Thereis..." (Jer. 37:34). Fortunes
are spent in Americaby people seeking arelief from anxiety. The counseling field is continuing to
expand. It sometimes seems that there are as many mental health clinics now as there were
psychiatristswhen | began my ministry. Itisabout time Americaasks, "Isthere any word from the
Lord?' Thereis, and thisisit!

TAKENO THOUGHT FOR YOUR LIFE. In other words, " Stop being anxious for your life."
The Lordisnot talking about the usual things one must alwaysthink about; Hygiene, grooming, and
health. He has in mind the obsession with wealth that possesses so many people. Thereisan old
saying that "therich get richer, and the poor get children.” Today the gap between the havesand the
have-nots is widening, but that does not mean that Jesusis only addressing the wealthy.

He aso provides a practical commentary of the Tenth Commandment: "Thou shalt not covet..."
Covetousness deval ues everything; cheapensriches, and cheapensthe onewho covets. All people,
rich and poor, must deal with the temptation to covet.

There are poor peoplewho have abigger hang-up about money than somewealth people. | preached
against, and worked to try to defeat the legalization of alottery in Louisiana. There are sound
Scriptural grounds for opposing gambling, beginning with the fact that gambling defies every
principle of New Testament stewardship. Another reason for opposing thelottery isthat it preyson
the poor. Those who can least afford to buy alottery tickets keep going back and buying morein
hopes of winning one big jackpot.

There are poor people who make the round of all the Haloween carnivals and spend money they
cannot afford to spend on bingo games, cake walks, and raffle tickets. Some are normally quiet,
peoplewith a"vanilla" personality, but when they get close to these games of chance, they remind
you of sharksin afeeding frenzy.

There are fatherswho in their mad rush for "more" often neglect their wife and children. They are
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constantly trying to squeeze in an extra meeting or afew more hours. Some try to compensate by
buying a house or car they cannot afford. Others seem to be willing to sell their soul for a bigger
house and more expensive car than their neighbor.

Whilein seminary and immediately after seminary, | worked on the staff of an outstanding pastor. |
had a major in Sociology as well as Bible from Mississippi College and had taken counseling
coursesin New Orleans Seminar. | often asked the pastor questionsin an effort to seeif theories|
had devel oped in school had apractical application onthe churchfield. Oncel asked, "When young
adults seek counsel- ing for marital problems, what is the number one problem you see today?'
Recalling counseling classes, | would not have been surprised if he had mentioned in-law problems
or sexual problems. But, without hesitation, he said, " Someone has bought something they can't pay
for."

If The Sermon on the Mount is anything it ispractical. The early Soviet |leaders were dead wrong
when they called the Gospel "Pie in the sky bye-and-bye." Jesus gave us the most profound
principles the world has ever known, but rather than an opiate of the people, they have a practical
application in every day life.

Theword translated "take no thought" really means, "to be drawnin different directions.” Worry, or
anxiety, pulls peoplein different directions- pullsthem apart. That isexactly what ishappeningin
the heart when we worry, because worry is the opposite of faith. Worry, which might be called a
practical atheism, isasin.

WHAT YE SHALL EAT...DRINK. Jesusfirst focuses on food, man's most basic need. If the
Lord can provide food, He can supply the rest of our needs. God created us for a purpose and He
will take care of us until that purpose is realized. "Anxiety consumes; worry wears; fretting
frustrates. Worry does not empty aday of its problems, only of its strength” [3: 113].

This does not address the plight of those who are starving in Somalia and other places. The Lord
will provide food for His children, but we will have faminesin the world until Jesusreturns. How
do you reconcile the promise and the reality of emaciated masses in Somolia? In the first place,
blamesin, not God. Secondly, God expectsusto help - asAmericanshavetimeand again. Thirdly,
we must pray that our response to the suffering in placeslike that might be used of the Lord to defeat
evil rulers who often use those helpless people like a pawn in some political game.

There are certain thingswe must do to provide food for ourselves and our families. We must work,
plan, save, and preserve food for later use. We should pray that the Lord will bless our labor, and
that He will provide for us what we cannot provide for ourselves. He has promised to take care of
His children. All people are recipients of His blessings

inageneral way, but Christians are blessed in special ways. Paul dealt with thisissuein writing to
the Thessalonians:

For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not
work, neither should he eat. For we hear that there are some which walk among you
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disorderly, working not at al, but are busybodies. Now them that are such we
command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietnessthey work, and eat
their own bread (11 Thes. 3:10-12).

NOR YET FOR YOUR BODY. Thesame principle applies. We need to clothing for the body,
and the Lord has promised to provideit. Hedid not, however, say that Hewould put a certain label
in your coat, or emblem on your shirt. Friends bought some shirtsin Hong Kong, and when they
paid for them, the clerk reached under the counter an brought out ahandful of little alligator patches
and gave them one to sew on each shirt when they got home.

ISNOT THELIFEMORE THAN MEAT. Meat referstofood. Y our lifeismore than food, and
your "body than raiment.” 'Y ou must be industriousin providing food and clothing for yourself and
your family. But you must not focus on those thingsto the point that your never get beyond them to
the deeper meaning and purpose for your life. You can trust God to provide for you. Paul wrote,
"He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us al, how shall he not with him also
freely give usall things?' (Rom. 8:32).

6:26 - BEHOLD THE FOWLS OF THE AIR. The birds of the air are agood example for us.
They aretirelessand industrious, though they are at the mercy of nature. But among the birdsthere
isno hoard- ing, no anxiety, and no coveting. Why should there be any in the Kingdom of God? 1f
God provides for them, He will sure- ly provide for the one creature created in His image.

YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER FEEDETH THEM. Jesus appeals to the specia relationship
that exists between afather and his children. An earthly father cares for his children: how much
more can we expect our heavenly Father to take care of us. Jesus refers to Him as "Father"
seventeen timesin the Sermon on the Mount. He asksthelogical question, "Areyenot much better
than they?' He anticipates a positive answer.

We are much better than birds and animal's, and we must never let evolutionists convince uswe are
not. For more than a century humanists have been trying to force atheistic evolution on us. New
Age scientists, recognizing problemsin Darwin'stheory, have reverted to pre-Darwinian pantheistic
evolution. They target every public school child with their ungodly doctrines, and those who do not
have arelationship with Jesus Christ and a Scriptural foundation have no defense against them.

6:27 - WHICH OF YOU...CAN ADD ONE CUBIT? Jesus logic isirrefutable. What does
worry accomplish? Y ou cannot by thinking add one cubit, 18 incues, to you height. To arguewith
Him would be absurd.

6:28 - CONSIDER THE LILIES. They dolessto providefor themselvesthanthebirdsof theair,
yet God caresfor them. Theliliesgrow, but what we areto consider is"how they grow." "They tail
not, neither do they spin.” If our Father provides for them He will provide raiments for us.

A former missionary to Israel appreciated the beauty of theselilies:
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The lilies were probably of the anemone family, which cover the
hillsides of Galilee prolifically for about six weeksin the spring. Of
every hue imaginable, and covering the hillsides and plains like a
thick Oriental carpet, when they sway in abreeze uncertain about its
direction, the effect islike a kaleidoscope [3: 116].

6:29- SOLOMON IN ALL HISGLORY. Solomon'snameisused 281 timesintheBible. That
sets him apart from most men, but well behind David, whose name appears 1,085 times. Moses
occurs 829 times and Abraham (Abram) 285 times. Abraham isremembered asthe father of many
nations and the father of thefaithful. Moseswill alwaysbe associated with the Exodus and the Law.

David was one of the greatest military geniuses who ever lived, as well as a poet and singer, and
revered king. But when you think of glory and splendor one name leaps out at you. Solomon. Y et
inal hisglory he was not arrayed like one of the lilieswhich neither toil nor spin. What they areis
what God made them.

6:30 - IF GOD SO CLOTHED. God is the One Who clothes them, not Mother Nature; not a
pantheistic "force." David was inspired to write, "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament sheweth his handiwork™ (Ps. 19:1).

WHICH TODAY ISAND TOMORROW... Theliliesare beautiful for about six weeks. Then
the "first sirocco wind on awarm day in May or June that crawls out of the desert like ahot breath
from amystical dragon sears and scorches the flowers and grass' [3: 116]. Anxiety about what
one will eat or wear shows a lack of faith in the God Who cares for the grass and flowers which
appear for abrief time and then are gone forever.

O YE OF LITTLE FAITH. 1 used to talk with a scientist at a health club. He often asked
guestions about theology. On one visit it would seem that he was close to making a commitment,
and the next time he might be moving in the opposite direction. One day he announced that he had
found aword that described him. Mini-fidelis, littlefaith, or minimumfaith. Hesaid, "That'swhat |
have." Unfortunately, that term might describe alot of people who profess to believein Christ.

Worry isasuresign of "littlefaith.” Weareinvited totrust God. Todo soisto grow inthelLord, to
become stronger as we walk with Him. To fail to trust Himis sin. Even those with minimum faith
can pray asthe father of a stricken child prayed, "Lord, | believe; help thou mine unbelief” (Mark
9:24).

6:31 - THEREFORE TAKE NO THOUGHT. Do not be pulled in different directions. If you
have faith in God you do not have to be pulled in two directions. Faith isasure cure for spiritual
schizophrenia. For years | have watched weight lifters and body builders in health clubs. Some
follow strict diets and exercise fanatically. It isinteresting to watch them when they get closeto a
mirror. | talked often with one who aspired to be a professional body builder. | asked himif hepaid
asmuch attention to the spirit ashedid hisbody. | tried to talk with him about theimportance of the
right spiritual diet and proper spiritua exercise. He said, "Oh, sure, you gotta do that." But then
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when he started talking he was focused on his attitude toward exercise (psych himself up), and not
the Spirit.

6:32- AFTER THESE... THE GENTILES SEEK. "Anxiety characterized pagan religions, which
were dominated by fears of capricious and despotic deity who constantly had to be appeased” [2:
126]. Theword "Gentiles" is not used to denote non-Jews, but those who worshipped pagan gods.
Francis Shaeffer taught that the smallest word in the English language is the word god with asmall
"g;" and the biggest word in the English is the word God with abig "G."

6:33 - BUT SEEK YE FIRST. The attitude of the Christian stands in sharp contrast to the
attitude of the heathen Gentiles. Our priorities today must contrast as sharply with those of lost
persons. There are two kinds of people in the world, lost and saved. And there are two kinds of
saved people, spiritual and carnal; those who arewalking in the Spirit and those who arewalking in
the flesh. The strong contrast will be seen between spiritually minded Christians and lost people.
Unfortunately, the attitudes and priorities of the carnal believers may seem more like those of lost
people than committed believers.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND HISRIGHTEOUSNESS. Lost people may be in afrenzy
over food, clothing, and shelter, but Jesus promisesthat if the Christian will seek first the Kingdom
of God and His righteousness, all those things will be added unto him. Jesus minced no words in
promising to provide for those who walk with Him in faith. Sadly, many church members are
seeking everything in the world except His righteousness. They have no fresh testimony about
answered prayers or other spiritual victories. Their great pleasure is in material possessions,
pleasure, and persona honors.

"Seek yefirst" holds that the Christian's highest priorities are the glory of God, the welfare of His
Kingdom, and "Hisrighteousness." Hisrighteousnessisimputed unto uswhen we accept Christ by
faith. It isthen produced in us through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

6:33- TAKE..NO THOUGHT FOR THE MORROW. Thebeliever doesnot haveto spend his
life worrying about where the next meal is coming from, or what to do to keep the wolf away from
thedoor. But thisisnot acall to beirresponsible. The Lord never said that we are not to plan at all
for tomorrow, save for arainy day, or participate in aretirement program. The Scripture is clear
about this: "But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath
denied the faith, and isworse than an infidel” (1 Tim. 5:8). New Testament stewardship requires
that we do all those things. But faith meansthat we will not be so preoccupied with these thingsthat
we do not keep the Kingdom of God and His righteousness in first place.

Again, "take no thought" means to be drawn in different directions. Faith will prevent spiritual
Schizophrenia. We do not have to have our lives torn apart by anxiety over what tomorrow holds.
Faith says, "I do not know what tomorrow holds, but I know Who holds tomorrow."

Asapastor, | have lived in homes provided by churches| have served. | thank the Lord that there
have been but afew. Many churches now provide a housing allowance so that the pastor can build
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up some equity in ahouse and be better prepared for retirement. They are both wise and considerate
todothis. Thiswill proveto be ablessing to those pastors. Therest of uswill haveto buy or rent a
house when weretire. Atthistimel really do not know how | will be ableto buy ahouse, but | am
convinced that the God who called me will provide for me. | do not know where, | do not know
how, but I do know what He promised. For Him to fail isfor my Lord to lose more than | will. |
would lose my comfort, He would lose His character.

Unfortunately, many pastors and their wives have not been ableto retire with dignity; some because
they failed to prepare, but most because the people they served lacked vision. That is better than
saying they did not care, but let's face it, many of them simply do not care. Some seek a young
pastor so they will not have to be concerned with a pastor's needs as he approaches retirement. Not
only should a church be willing to contribute to a retirement program for their pastor, they should
insist on it.

SUFFICIENT UNTOTHE DAY ISTHE EVIL THEREOF. Aswehave seenaready, "evil" as
used here does not denote sin, but problems, disaster, or some crisis. Each day is going to have a
sufficient number of problemsand challengeswithout our having to borrow from those of tomorrow.

Alcoholics Anonymous reminds its members to set agoal of sobriety "one day at atime." Some
things must be planned in advanced, but the ideal philosophy for the Christians is reflected in the
familiar words of an old Gospel song:

One day at atime, Sweet Jesus,
That's all 1'm asking from you.
Just give me the strength

To do everyday what | have to do.
Y esterday's gone, sweet Jesus,
And tomorrow may never be mine.

Lord help me today, show me the way
Oneday at atime.

CHAPTER 7

|. DEALING WITH OTHERS - HISWAY, 7:1-12

1. Critical Spirit Condemned, 7:1-5.
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Chapter seven, at first glance, seems to be a collection of proverbs added to an otherwise well
structured sermon. No doubt that i sthe reason some peopl e think the whole Sermon onthe Mount is
acollection of the teachings of Jesus during His public ministry. But upon closer examination we
seethat in chapter five Jesus deal swith the matter of human relationshipsand thelaw. Hemoveson
in chapter six to show how true righteousnessis expressed in almsgiving, prayer, and fasting (1-18);
and the difference between making a living and a sinful pursuit of wealth. In chapter seven he
returns the to the theme of our relationship with others. Our citizenship in His Kingdom demands
that we maintain a Christ-like attitude toward others.

7:1- JUDGE NOT. "Judge" (krino) may mean to analyze or evaluate; or it may mean to condemn
or judge harshly. Thefirst useisgood and every Christian isexpected to discern between good and
evil. John wrote, "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God:
because many false prophets are gone out into theworld” (I John 4:1). What Jesusis saying hereis
that Christians should not be characterized by a critical or judgemental attitude.

Discrimination is essential. We do not go blind when we become a Christian (Phil. 1:9f). A
Christian who believes everything he hears and accepts everyone who claims to be a prophet may
end up bidding God speed to the a false prophet. "If there come any unto you, and bring not this
doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God
speed is partaker of hisevil deeds’ (11 John 1:10f).

In this chapter Jesus discussesthree different judgments: our judging ourselves, 7:1-5; our judgment
of others, 7:6-20; and God's judgment of us, 7:21-29. In 7:1-5 we are taught that before we judge
others we must first judge ourselves. Wiersbe points out reasonsfor this: we shall bejudged, 7:1;
we are being judged, 7:2; and we must see clearly to help others, 7:3-5 [6: 49f].

The scribes and Pharisees were guilty of judging others in the worst sense of the word. Their
pseudo-righteousness led to false judgement of themselves and others. Their false righteousness
resulted in false judgment. Condemnation of others became a part of their righteousness. Weface
the sametemptation today. One of the great dangersin liberalismisthat one mighty not take a stand
on certain moral issues. Infact apart of hisreligion might well be judging the motives of those who
take a strong stand on those issues. During the Reagan administration Americans heard alot about
the Moral Magjority. | heard a preacher refer cynically to "the Moral Mgority, which is neither
moral, nor amajority.” While disagreed with Jerry Falwell and the Moral Majority at points, there
isno way | considered the movement immoral; and they elected President Reagan by alandslide.

A great danger in conservatism is that we might become so intense in our fight against abortion,
pornography, and others evils that we may lose sight of positive things we should stand for.
Righteousness must never be reduced to condemning liberals. Thereisgrave danger in extremism
on either side. That danger isthat we might end up confusing true righteousness with attacking the
other side and cease to bear the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22f).

YE SHALL BE JUDGED. Thetensedenotesfinal, once-for-all judgment. The Pharisees played
God, and condemning others without considering the fact that they would one day stand before the
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judgment bar of God. There is nothing that will prevent our condemnation of others more than
remembering that we, too, will be judged, and we will be judged by God, according to the way we
have judged others.

7:2-WITHWHAT MEASURE. If taken serioudly, it will go along way toward eliminating one
of the most pharisaic attitudesin the Christian church. Jesus stated aprofound principle: "For with
what judgment ye judge, ye shall bejudged.” If wejudge harshly, we shall be judged harshly. An
old saying holdsthat "There is so much good in the worst of us, and so much bad in the best of us,
that it hardly behoovesany of usto talk about therest of us." The unity of the Sermon on the Mount
is obvious when werelate this principle to the Beatitudes (5:8): "Blessed are the merciful: for they
shall obtain mercy."

Judgment here may refer to intermittent judgments, as well asthe final judgment over which Jesus
Christ will preside. Leavethe condemnation of othersto the One Who has both the qualification and
authority to judge.

Jesus Christ is the only One Who has the right to judge us. We are often very sensitive to what
others think about us. Perhaps the most quoted line from a Clint Eastwook movie is"Go ahead;
make my day." When it comesto criticism most people, if they told thetruth, could say, "Go ahead;
break my day." Robert McGhee, founder and President of Rapha, says that we can hear many
complimentary things during the day. Then someone can say one negative thing about us, and when
we go to bed at night, what do we think about; all the good things, or the one negative thing? We
must remember that only Christ has aright to judge us, and only He has aright to judge others.

7:3-MOTE...IN THY BROTHER'SEY E. Jesus showsthe absurdity of man judging man. Only
God has authority and qualifications to judge. This does not mean that we are never to form an
opinion about others. We must do this every time we vote on public officials. Church nominating
committees must eval uate both the character and qualifications of prospectiveteachersand officers.
Jesus said, "Y e shall know them by their fruits’ (Matt. 7:16). But we had better be very careful
when we judge another person. The critical, censorious person is in danger of severe judgment.
Some people condemn others because of jealousy or envy. They have no positive, or constructive
purpose in judging; they just want to hurt others. Thisiswhat the Lord prohibits.

There are people who mercilessly criticize others over some small character flaw, and al thewhile
they have much greater flaws in their own character. They see the mote (speck, splinter) in their
brother's eye, but are totally ob- livious to the beam (2x4, or large timber) in their own eye.

7:4-WILT THOU SAY. Jesus continuesto devel op the preposterous picture of onewith ahuge
beamin his eye focusing his attention on the speck in his brother eye. "How wilt thou say to thy
brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, abeamisinthineown eye?' Picture
the person with a 2x4 or 6x6 hanging several feet out of his eye trying to get close enough to his
brother to locate and remove a speck from his eye.

Don't laugh! It happensin every church. Some gossip addict sees a teenager make a mistake and
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coldly condemnshimfor years. Some pious member whose heart isfilled with hate for another race,
or nationality, jumps on every sin, real or imagined, he can find. A man whose heart isfilled with
lust accuses the girl next door of being immoral because of her music. One man announced to me
that agirl in her mid-teens

might be immoral. And how did he know? She was biting her nails!

7:5- THOU HY POCRITE. When aperson with abeamin his eye becomes hung-up on the speck
in his brother's eye he deserves to be called a hypocrite. Jesus says, "first cast out the beam out of
thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother'seye.” We can
almost see a smile on the face of His disciples as Jesus painted this word picture. Unfortunately,
however, ahypocrite does not believe he hasabeam in hiseye. Of course, if he pullsthe beam out
of hiseye hewill see something else more clearly: only God is qualified to remove the speck from
his brother's eye.

The word hypocrite denotes an actor, one wearing a mask, a sham. A hypocrite pretended to be
something, or someone, other than himself. He disguises his motives, pretending to be more
committed to the Lord, and Hischurch than hereally is. Hemay deceivealot of people, but isoften
unaware of how many people see through his disguise. This person might make a motion in a
business meeting that impliesadeep concern for hischurch, whenin fact, he hasan ulterior motive.
He may seek to pass aresolution at state convention for the same reason.

A deacon fought a building program behind the scenes, but when it was obviousthat he was on the
losing side, he gave every indication of supporting the program. He was elected to the building
committee and made a contribution, but created fear about the cost of the building. When they
realized they needed another five thousand dollars for furnishings, he made a motion at the next
business meeting that the committee be authorized to borrow up to fifty thousand dollars more to
complete the building and furnish it. Some people were shocked, and at least one was impress- ed
with the man's leadership and faith. Then he learned that he knew exactly how much money was
needed and made the motion for the effect it had on some members.

Another deacon opposed a motion to build a gym because he and a number of leaders were
convinced that they should build anew auditorium. They were having two morning ser- vices and
the auditorium was packed for the second service. Hundreds of homes were being built near the
church. They questioned the wisdom of building a gym first when worship space was needed.
When the vote was announced, this man stood immediately and said, "All of you know | voted
against the motion and you know my reasons. But my church has voted to build a Christian Life
Center and | want you to know that | am one hundred per cent behind my church, and | will do
everything | can to support it." Those who knew this deacon were not at all surprised by what he
said. There was no hypocrisy in him.

BROTHER. Thereisno justification for claiming that this prohibits us from judging a brother in

Christ, but not lost people. Jesus was speaking to Hebrews who used the
term in speaking of another Hebrew, thus, their neighbor.
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2. Wisdom in Judging Others, 7:6.

7:6 - GIVENOT THAT WHICH ISHOLY TO DOGS. Thisverse seems out of placein this
section. It seems unrelated to the context, but it may further qualify the command against judging
[2: 128]. If that isthe case, it givesasense of balanceto what Jesus hasjust said. "Without making
it atopic of conversation, we can evaluate menrealisticaly. If wearenot to judge otherscarelessly,
neither are we to set sacred things carelessly before those who would be sure to defile them with
their reaction” [3: 126].

Dogswere scavengers, not domesticated pets. Swinewere unclean to the Jews. Both were opposed
to that which is holy (of great value). Pearls probably refers to thoughts. It is possible that "that
which is holy" refers to carcasses of animals from the altar which were supposed to be burned
outside the camp. "For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the
high priest for sin, are burned without the camp” (Heb. 13:11). These carcasses should not be
thrown to dogs or hogs "lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you."

| have had drunks to tell me they wanted to be saved. They would agree to anything | suggested,
confess sins, and ask to be baptized. In some cases | knew they would not remember the
conversation the next day. To continue to witness to them in that condition would be like casting
pearls before swine. The Lord isnot saying that we should not preach to a certain class of people,
but that we should be discerning enough to know when to we are wasting our time and move on to
someone el se.

Peter, in 1l Peter 2:22, may help usunderstand thisverse. Hewrote, "But it is happened unto them
according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was
washed to her wallowing in the mire." He amplifies thisin the third chapter.

3. God's Generosity, 7:7-11.

7:7- ASK...SEEK...KNOCK. Our relationship our fellow man is dependent on our relationship
with God. Persistent, fervent prayer isthe best way of discerning God'swill injudging or evaluating
others. "Ask" impliesdependence. We must ask God as His dependent children. "Ask, and ye shall
receive." We need wisdom in all our relationships. Just as Solomon asked for wisdom to judge
Israel, we must ask God for direction. "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him" (James 1.5).

"Seek" suggestsincreased concern, and determination to know Hiswill. Jesuspromised, " Seek, and
yeshall find." "Knock" showsan intensified effort to go a ong with asense of dependence on God,
and an attitude of persistence. Liter- ally, weareto "keep on asking," "keep on seeking," and "keep
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on knocking." We may ask, seek, and knock with confidence because of this promise. The Lord
assures us, "And it shall come to pass, that before they call, | will answer; and while they are yet
speaking, | will hear" (Isaiah 65:24).

7:8- EVERY ONETHAT ASKETH RECEIVETH. TheLord, knowing our need for assurance,
followed the promises of verse 7 with aspecific promiseto answer our prayers. "For every onethat
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” God has
set conditions for answering pray- er: "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you" (John 15:7). But we are warned, "Y e ask, and receive
not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts' (James 4.3).

7:9- WHAT MAN ISTHERE. Thequestion can only be answered oneway. One proof that God
will answer our prayer isin the response of an earthly father to the needs of his children.

IFHISSON ASKSBREAD. If theearthly son needs bread hisfather will do any thing within his
ability to provideit. But evenif he cannot give him bread, hewould never give him astonewhen he
asksfor bread. We are reminded that the round flat discs of bread in Palestine were not unike flat
stones or pieces of shale in appearance. They might be similar in looks, but a father would never
give astone for bread.

7:10- OR IFHE ASKS A FISH. The same principle applies here asin the previousverse. The
guestioninvitesanegativeresponse. If anearthly son asksfor fish, hisfather would never give him
a serpent. The question invites a negative answer. If this applies to an earthly father, it most
certainly appliesto our heavenly Father.

7:11 - IF YOU THEN, BEING EVIL. "Evil" includes all manner of imperfection, frailty, or
limitation, as well as sin. Man, though imperfect, knows how to give good gifts. He may make
mistakes, but he knows how to give good gifts and will try to give them to his children. If we can
expect imperfect man to gives good gifts, we can be sure that our heavenly Father will give usgood
gifts. Human parents might at times make mistakes, or fail us, but God will never fail Hischildren.
"Give" isthe key word throughout vv. 7-11, appearing five times aswell as linking back with v. 6.
"The 'good gifts God gives include everything that pertains to seeking first his kingdom and His
righteousness, 6:33" [2: 130].

4. The Golden Rule, 7:12.

7:12 - THEREFORE. With this word the Lord links this verse to verses 1-11. Holding those
versesin mind, He takes the next logical step in showing how He would have us to treat others.

WHATSOEVER YE WOULD THAT MEN SHOULD DO TO YOU. We cdl this "The
Golden Rule.” And golden it isl  But we need to avoid thinking of it as the sum total of the
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Christian ethic. We should not build our whole system of theology around it. Itisaprinciplewhich
should govern our attitudestoward others. Itisaprinciplefor all Christiansand it should be applied
inevery areaof life, inall relationships. "Practicing the Golden Rulereleasesthelove of Godinour
lives and enables us to help others, even those who want to hurt us' [6: 52].

DO YEEVEN SO TO THEM. If after praying about someissue, you still are unsure about how
you should treat someone, then apply thisprinciple. Ask, "How would | want to himto treat meif |
werein hisplaceand heinmine?' TheBibleisour authority and we must be sure that our answer to
the question is consistent with Scripture, but when we do not receive animmediate answer to prayer,
we should apply thisprinciple. We must never use prayer as an excuse to postpone, or avoid, what
the Bible and common sense tell us we should do.

There are many parallelsto the Golden Rule, but most of them are stated negatively: "Don't do to
others what you do not want them to do to you." Thereisadifference. Y ou can keep the negative
principle by doing absolutely nothing. But the Golden Rule requires positive action from us.

I1. A SPECIAL INVITATION, 7:13-27.

In 7:13-27, Jesus used threeillustrations to show that there are only two categories of peopleinthe
world, the lost and the saved. These three illustrations contrast those who (1) choose the straight
gate and narrow way rather than the wide gate and broad way (13-14); (2) those who bear good fruit
instead of bad fruit (15-23); (3) and those who build their house on the rock rather than the sand
(24-27). "Ineach casethefirst category refersto those who hear, obey, and are saved; the second, to
those who only hear and are destroyed. In either case eternal life and judgment are at stake" [2:
131].

1. Two Roads, 7:13-14.

7:13- ENTER YE IN AT THE STRAIGHT GATE. Robert Frost wrote one of my favorite
poems, "The Road Not Taken." | have often quoted it, even while driving down the highway. He
understood something of the cross roads of life. William Barclay wrote:

Thereisawaysa certain dramatic quality about life, for, asit hasbeen said, 'al life
concentrates on man at the cross-roads.’ In every action of life man is confronted
with achoice, because he can never stand still. He must always take one way or the
other [1. 282].

With these two verses we come to a new and fresh emphsis in the Sermon on the Mount.
Some see 7:13-27 as the conclusion to the sermon. In a sense verses 13 and 14 demand that the
hearer draw a conclusion, or make adecision, based on all that Jesus has said up to thispoint. Itis
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asthough Heissaying, "I have set before you My Manifesto. Now that you understand what your
citizenship in My Kingdom involves, and you understand how you must live if you become a
member of it; will you enter it? But let mewarn you - if you enter, you must enter My way; that is,
you must enter in at the straight gate.”

The Lord's invitation is often repeated in the Bible. The Scripture makes an urgent appeal to lost
people to enter by grace, through faith into His Kingdom.

Behold, now is the day of salvation (Il Cor. 6:2). Multitudes, multitudes in the
valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision (Joel
3:14).

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be aswhite as snow; though they bered like crimson, they shall be
aswool (Isaiah 1:18).

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely
(Rev. 22:17).

To day if yewill hear hisvoice, harden not your hearts (Heb 3:15).

Behold, now isthe accepted time; behold, now isthe day of salvation (11 Cor. 6:2).

FOR WIDE ISTHE GATE. The gate that leads to heaven is narrow but the gate to hell iswide
and easy tofind. Thisisthe gate most peoplefind. | read oncethat in the New Testament there are
237 warnings of eternal punishment for those who reject Christ.

BROAD ISTHE WAY. Not only isthe gate to destruction wide; once through the gate the lost
person will find that the road is broad. Broad enough to accommodate the whole spectrum of
individuals, philosophies, and movementsthat set themselves against God. There isroom for both
those who do human good and those who do evil; room for so- called Christian cults as well as
Satanists. Room for the religions of theworld and room for secul arists who reject the supernatural .
Room for the gutter bum and room for the lost church member. Room for the New Agersand room
for the Humanists. Room for atheists and room for those who called Jesus"Lord, Lord," but never
knew Him. Room for the proud and arrogant, room for agnostics. Room for profane, vulgar
tongues, room for those who call themselves "good people.”

There will never be one Christian on thisroad. But there will never be alost person who will miss
it. Many walk this highway becauseit is broad and the billboards along the way promise anything
your heart desires. But what atoll one pays who travels that road!

THAT LEADETH TO DESTRUCTION. Dr. Harold Bryson, afriend from Mississippi College,
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taught at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary for anumber of years before retutning to teach
at our Almer Mater. Heisthe author of abook entitled, Yes, Virginia, TherelsaHell. Atthetime
he wrote the book very few books were being published on the eternal destruction of the
unredeemed, so hisbook wastimely. Paul wrote of conditionsin hisday, "Thereisno fear of God
before their eyes' (Rom. 3:18). That describes America today. That which God loathes,
Americans have adopted as entertainment. Comedians have made amockery of that whichisholy.
Homosexuality isdefended by singersand actorswho entertain our children; by educatorswho teach
them, and by politicians who govern them. Pro-death, anti-life abortionists are slaughtering 1.6
million unborn babies each year in America. Violence and corruption are wide spread. During the
1992 presidential race the national news mediawhich sees censorship astheworst of evils, decided
that moral issues should not concern us.

Let usfaceonefact: Thereisno placein heaven for evil people who refuseto repent. "Thefearful,
and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolaters, and al liars, shall havetheir part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which
isthe second death” (Rev. 21:8). Thisverse describes both those who enter the wide gate and travel
the broad way, and their eternal destiny.

Jesus gave usthe Revelation, which wasrecorded by John on theisle of Patmos, more than one-half
century after He preached this sermon. In chapter 20, He describesthe lake of firethat is prepared
for thedevil and all those who enter at the wide gate and travel the broad way. Thosewho goto hell
will wish that "destruction” here meant swift annihilation, but it doesnot. It mean conscious, eternal
torment. It is incredible, but even with all the warnings we have about the gate that leads to
destruction, "Many there be which go in thereat."

7:14 - STRAIGHT ISTHE GATE. There aretwo gates, two roads, and two destinations. They
are so clearly identified in the Scripture that anyone who dies and goes to hell can only blame
himself. Y earsago aman wasdriving down afamiliar highway in asevere thunder storm. When he
came to the Homochita River in south Mississippi, he could not see that the violent currents had
washed out the bridge, so he drove off into the raging river. Somehow, he managed to escape from
the car asit was being swept along by theforce of theriver. Herushed back to the highway totry to
stop other drivers from driving off into the river. He had no light, so he stood in the middle of the
highway and frantically waved both hands over his head and shouted as eleven drivers swerved to
avoid hitting him and drove off into theriver. Hefinally got someoneto stop and block the road to
save other drivers.

Jesus has set up warning signs and barriers to keep people away from the wide gate and the broad
road that leads to destruction. He has sent His Spirit and given Hisworld. He has done more; He
has called and sent out preachers to stand in the road and warn people about the destruction that
awaits all who travel thewrong road. Some are even waving their arms and shouting the warning,
but most people are going around them as though they were some kind of nuisance.

Our Lord has also sent His Spirit, given HisWord, and sent preachersto point peopleto the straight
gate and the narrow way that leads to eternal life. The few who enter that straight gate do so by
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faith, and by faith they travel the narrow way. "Neither isthere salvation in any other: for thereis
none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts4:12). Theway
is narrow, but the Lord's promise to those who choose thisway islife. He said, "l am come that
they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).

2. Two Kinds of Religious Leaders, 7:15-23.

(1) FalseProphets, 7:15.

7:15 - BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS. Literally, pseudo-prophets. The primary object of
thiswarning was probably the fal se prophets among the Jews, particularly the scribes and Phari sees.

But there can belittle doubt that He anticipated the pseudo-prophets who would seek to pervert the
Gospel. Paul dealt with false prophetsin Galatia(Gal. 2:4). Peter warned "that there shall comein
the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts’ (11 Peter 3:3). John was inspired to write,
"Littlechildren, itisthelast time: and asye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now arethere
many antichrists; whereby we know that it isthe last time" (I John 2:18).

IN SHEEPSCLOTHING. False prophets disguise themselvesin order to hidetheir true purpose.
They deny that they are fal se prophets, often misleading people by quoting Scripture. Thelate Dr.
Walter Martin, known as"the Answer Man," warned us about the fal se prophetswho are sent out by
variouscults. Thesefalse prophetsvisit church mem- bersand try to reach them on what appearsto
be Christian grounds. Those who are deceived are then cunningly backed away from true
Christianity. But all false prophets are not in a cult; some serve in local churches and mainline
denominations. These arejust asdangerous; because whilethey have not "fallen,” they spread false
doctrines and subtly lead sheep astray.

These False prophets are not extinct. They are not even on an endangered species list. The
Kingdom of God has been held up to ridicule by certain false prophets who first gained a lot of
notoriety through their television ministries, and then lost everything when their greed or immorality
was exposed. But they were not the only losers. Thefall of certain televangelists has done serious
damage to the image of faithful evangelists, and to some extent, other ministers of the Gospel. All
false prophets have not been exposed. They continue to do their evil work while pretending to be
true prophets. Two major cults send them out in pairs from door to door spreading false doctrines
and stealing sheep.

INWARDLY THEY ARE RAVENING WOLVES. "Ravening wolves' are never more
dangerous than when they come to us in "sheep's clothing." They appear to be harmless when in
fact, they are ravening wolves.

(2) We Can Tell Them By Their Fruit, 7:16-20.
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7:16- YESHALL KNOW THEM BY THEIR FRUIT. You canidentify the false prophets by
their fruit, even if they come to us wearing the clothing of atrue shepherd. We know them, not by
their mail-outs, advanced publicity, and boasting, but by their fruit. Listen to what they say and
proveit by God'sWord, asthebelieversdidin Berea. They "received theword with all readiness of
mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so" (Acts 17:11).

DO MEN GATHER GRAPES OF THORNS. The guestion demands a negative answer. "No.
We do not gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles." Even a child knows that. But, the more
mature a Christian is, the more likely he is to know the false prophet, because he is more able to
discern the spirit, and inspect the fruit. Weread in | John 4:1.:

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spiritswhether they are of God: because
many false prophets are gone out into the world.

| Corinthians 12:10 teaches usthat among the gifts of the Spirit isthe gift of the discerning of spirits.
The Lord has given this specia gift to some believers and they can help expose the more difficult
cases. But can a child identify a false prophet? Once while on vacation, | took my family to a
worship service in agrowing church. The pastor was gone and the pulpit guest was a very young
evangelist. Hereally put on a show for the people and many of them were excited. They were
generouswiththeir praise. Asl pulled out of the parking lot, my twelve year old son leaned over the
back of thefront seat and said exactly what | wasthinking - and feeling alittle guilty for thinking it.
He said, "Daddy, | got the feeling that what that man was saying was, 'Here | am, look at me."

Itisnot alwaysthat simple, but the Christian who is grounded in the Word of God will be prepared
to judge them by their fruit. Thiskind of judgment is not only permissible, it is essential.

7:17 - GOOD TREE...GOOD FRUIT. "Every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt
tree bringeth forth evil fruit." It stands to reason that a bad tree cannot bring forth good fruit. 1
watched afriend graft some pecan trees. He had alot of native trees growing near ariver. Some
produced excellent, but small pecans, while others produced bitter pecans. The good native trees
always produced good pecans, never bitter ones. The bitter pecans never produced good pecans.
The trees looked identical, but when you tasted the fruit you knew what kind of tree produced it.
Furthermore, the grafts produced bigger pecans and you could alwaystell the grafted treesfrom the
native trees by the pecans they produced.

When we consider leaders we must determine what kind of fruit they produce. On more than one
occasion | have told a Pastor Search Committee how important integrity isin the ministry. | have
added, "If you are not interested in inves- tigating me, | am not interested in being considered by
your church.” A frustrated deacon had seen three pastors come to his church and leave in a short
period of time. They had made the church ajokein thecommunity. He asked me, "Will you tell me
why you preachers won't tell us about preachers like that?' | answered, "I will if you will tell me
why it isthat you don't listen to us when we tell you."
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There isadesperate need for somefruit inspection at thistime. Part of the problem isthat many of
the Pastor Search Committees and Personnel Committees have alist which reflectstheir priorities.
He must be young, experienced, with several degrees. And his score board must have the right
numbers onit.

Jesustellsusthat we shall know them by their fruit. He hasthefruit of the Spiritinmind. "Thefruit
of the Spiritislove, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance”
(Gal. 5:22). We need to ask, "Does this person's ministry produce the fruit of compassion,
righteousness, faith, joy, and peace?' If we ask that of apastor or staff member, should we not aso
ask that of the teachers and officers we elect?

7:18- GOOD TREE CANNOT BRING FORTH EVIL FRUIT. Thesamepoint asinverse17,
but stated negatively. Theteachingissimple, and easy to follow, and consi stent with the rabbinical
method of teaching.

7:19 - EVERY TREE THAT BRINGETH NOT GOOD FRUIT. Once again, Jesus does not
hesitate to warn of the destruction that will come to those who hear Him but refuse to obey Him.
"Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire." He gives a
similar warning in John 15:6: "If aman abide not in me, heiscast forth asabranch, andiswithered;
and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.”

7:20- BY THEIRFRUIT YOU SHALL KNOW THEM. When Jesus uses such repetition (see
v. 16) we know He had areason for it. The point is made clearly enough, but He knew that the
emphasis was needed because Christians who know and understand this often overlook some bad
fruit "to keep from hurting someone'sfeel- ings.” The chairman of the Nominating Committee states
that he is determined to see unfaithful workers replaced. But later when he is reminded that a
personal friend has been neglecting his responsibilities, does he agree to replace him? He might
think, "1f we replace him he'll be mad at me, hiswifewill be mad at my wife, and his children will
be upset with my children.”

(3). Final Fate of All Fakes, 7:21-23.

7:21 - NOT EVERYONE THAT SAITH...LORD, LORD. "Verses?21-22 enumerate some of
thewaysin which individuals can masquerade as Christians. They may verbally affirmthat Jesusis
their Master, perhaps even with great joy and enthusiasm, but such claims must issue in lives of
obedience" [2: 132f]. Not everyone who belongsto a churchisamember of the Kingdom of God.
False prophets will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven. It is possible that a significant number of
church members will go to hell, not because they belong to the wrong church, but because they
belong to the wrong master.

True believers do more than pay lip service. One can preach asermon, teach aclass, or sing asong
without being saved. A person may drop religiousclichésand shout "Amen" al day and dieand go
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to hell. We must believe in our heart before we can call Him "Lord, Lord."

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation (Rom. 10:9-10).

BUTHETHAT DOETH THEWILL OF MY FATHER. Wemust hear and obey. A savingfaithis
aworking faith. Dr. E. R. Pinson, former Bible professor at Mississippi College, used to say to his
classes, "Wind is not wind unlessit is blowing; and faith is not faith unlessit is working."

It isunfortunate that some have seen a conflict between Paul and James on this subject. Paul wrote,
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). Jamessays, "Y ea, aman may say, Thou hast faith,
and | have works: shew methy faith without thy works, and | will shew thee my faith by my works"
(James 2:18). James did not say he was save by works, but that faith is manifested in works. Paul
agrees. "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in them."

7:22- MANY WILL SAY IN THAT DAY. Thereiscoming aday when every personisgoing
to be judged according to hisworks (Rev. 20:13). According to Jesus, there are going to be alot of
people who think they are saved who are going to be cast out. Thisisavery disturbing thought.
Those who masguerade as Christians might perform exorcisms, supernatural healing, or magjor on
signs and wonders. Blomberg quotes Allison and Davies: "The call to righteousness encompasses
personal virtue, private devotion, and unselfish socia behavior; and to these things seemingly
supernatural powers are incidental” [2: 133]. He then observes that It is also is interesting that
prophecy, exorcisms, and miracle workings all characterize "charismatic" activity, which has a
tendency, by no means universal, to substitute enthusiasm and the spectacular for more inglamorous
obedience in the midst of suffering [2: 133].

HAVEWE NOT PROPHESIED IN THY NAME? "Prophesied" hererefersto theforthtelling
of news rather than foretelling future events. These false prophets who presumed to speak for the
Lord, will stand before Him and say, "Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?' Those who preachin
Hisname, perform exorcisms, and do supernatural works have often been held up as" Super Saints"
on thereligious talk shows.

There are many people who are obsessed with the idea of finding something beyond the Scripture,
beyond salvation, beyond the preaching and teaching of the Word. Once some of them get caught
up in these ecstatic experiences, "second blessings,” and specia extra-biblical revelations, they
never seem to be satisfied with anything else. Jesus says here that there will be many of these
people who will never see the Kingdom of Heaven.

Television reporters have exposed numerous false prophets for the frauds they are. Some deny it
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when the fraud is being acted out on tape for the whole nation to see. How do they think they are
going to get by the all-seeing eyes of the Lord when they cannot convince atelevision crew?

7:23- THEN WILL | PROFESS. Jesuswaswell aware of the fact that before too long Hewould
be betrayed, persecuted, subjected to illegal trias, and crucified. Witnesses would be called in to
give perjured testimony against Him. But in the final judgment Jesus will be doing the talking.
There will be no lies, no deception, no miscarriage of justice. Hisword will be final.

| NEVER KNEW YOU. Hewill not say, "I once knew you, but | forgot you." He will say, "I
never knew you." There will never be an erasure in the Book of life. If He ever knows us
redemptively, He will always know us. If He does not know onein that day, He never knew him.
"They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt
have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of
us' (I John 2:19).

This verse affirms the doctrine of security of believers. He stated it clearly in John:

And | giveunto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of my hand (John 10:28).

While | was with them in the world, | kept them in thy name: those
that thou gavest me | have kept, and none of themislost, but the son
of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled (John 17:12).

YE THAT WORK INIQUITY. Therearefalseleaderswho profess Christ, prophesy, teach, and
sing in His name, but they are evil. These people do not ssmply miss the mark (sin), they are
actually evil. They may be church members, even leaders, but they are evil. Iniquity denotes that
which iswarped, twisted, perverted. It is especially disturbing to discover that a church leader is
seen as evil by lost people in the community.

Pastors and denominational workers should be careful when they beginto praise people. A business
man was sickened by alocal pastor who constantly boasted about how godly awell known public
figure was, when he knew for afact that he was vulgar, profane, and possibly corrupt.

This passage reveal s some sobering facts:
1. Not all people will be saved (vs. 23).
2. More seemingly good peoplewill go to hell than to heaven (vs. 13 - many; vs. 14 - few).

3. "Many" who expect to be saved will discover that they arelost on Judgment Day (vs 22).
4. There are no second chances after death (23-27).
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3. Two Houses, 7:24-27.

7:24 - THEREFORE WHOSOEVER HEARETH...DOETH. "Therefore" tiesthissectionto the
previous section. On the basis of what has just been said, it can be stated that "whosoever heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto awise man, which built hishouse upon
arock."

Jesus will bring the Sermon on the Mount to a close with afinal illustration. Thisisan urgent call
for faith and commitment. "Thereisdestiny in the decision. And this

decision will determinethedirection of all future decisions. Itisdoing, not hearing only, that makes
the difference” [3: 142].

A WISE MAN. Jesus concludes this great sermon with asimpleillustration about two men; one
wise and the other foolish. To illustrate the wisdom of hearing the words of Christ and obeying
them, he pointsto the wise man who builds hishouse on arock. Jesuswasacarpenter and He knew
about building houses. He understood the importance of a good foundation.

In Palestine there were many wadis. A wadi was a stream bed which was dry in the summer, but
during the rainy season it would become filled aswater. Following heavy rains the current would
become strong enough to destroy anything initspath. When the wadi wasdry therewould be sandy
places that would seem like an ideal place to build a house. But no wise man would risk it. He
would look for alarge flat ledge rock and build his house on it.

Just as the wise man builds his house on arock foundation, thewise hearer builds hislife of thesolid
foundation of obedience to the Lord. The wise man would not just hear, he would obey the Lord.

7:25 - THE RAIN DESCENDED. Therainwas sureto fall during the rainy seasons. "And the
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not:
for it was founded upon arock.” The wise man also anticipates some stormsin hislife. But if he
hasbuilt hislifeon Christ, "the Solid Rock," hewill withstand those stormsand be stronger because
of them. See James 1:1ff.

7:26 - HEARETH AND DOETH THEM NOT. JesuscontinuesHissimpleillustration: "Every
one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man,
which built his house upon the sand.” Only afoolish person would build his house on the sand.
Thisisespecialy true in Palestine, where the sand one found to build on would be in the path of a
raging flood when the heavy rains came.

The spiritually foolish man tries to build hislife on the foundation of hearing and not doing, and

when the storms of life come hewill be destroyed. He cannot withstand the storms of life now, and
he cannot stand in the judgment to come.

7:27 - THE RAINS CAME. Jesus continued the story: "And the rain descended, and the floods
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came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it." The
listeners might well have been nodding in agreement. They could picture the rains falling in the
mountains and running down into ditches and gullies, emptying into the wadi, filling it with water
which would tumble down from the hillsin araging torrent, sweeping away everything in its path.
The house the foolish man had built would be flattened and swept away.

Only afoolish man would build ahouse on the sand, and only afoolish person would try to build his
spiritual life on the quicksand of hearing with no commitment to obey the Lord. Unfortunately, most
people are building their lives on such afoundation. When the storms of judgment come they will
be destroyed.

GREAT WASTHE FALL OF IT. Thereisanote of finality in these last six words. Jesus has
just preached the greatest sermon ever preached, set forth the highest standard of ethics the world
has ever known, and reveal ed the richest, fullest life possible. But He did not conclude this sermon
on apositive note. He finishes with a solemn warning people must not only hear "these words of
mine;" we must obey them.

These closing words are in order because Judgment day isgoing to comelikeastorm. Thelifethat
isnot built on the Rock of Agesiswill fall - great will be the fall of it!

1. THE RESPONSE, 7:28-29.

7:28 - THE PEOPLE WERE ASTONISHED. They wereastonished at Hisdoctrine. Whenwe
look at the Sermon of the Mount, we would be surprised if they had not been astonished. The
Beatitudes. The Golden Rule. But they were not just astonished at His doctrine.

7:29- HETAUGHT THEM ASONE HAVING AUTHORITY. Thescribesdid not teach like
this. They taught by quoting from the Law, and from earlier scribes. Jesus taught as One having
authority. He did not explain His teaching or defend His authority. He simply assumed the
authority on the basis of His Person and His nature, and by right of creation.

In the 16th century Martin Baal concluded from his Bible study that justification is by faith. He
wrote his conclusion on paper, then folded it and hid it behind stonesin the wall of his monastery
room. Martin Luther reached the same conclusion, but he tacked his 95 theses on the door of the
cathedral. Thefirst Martin reached a conclusion but did not act on it, and nothing happened. The
second Martin had the courage to do something. The world was change because he was a doer of
the Word, and not a hearer only.
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